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FOOTBALL CLUB presents 


| 10am - 1pm 


B.T. Connor Reserve, Cnr Broadhurst Ave & Radford Road, Reservoir 
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Coaching Clinic | player appearance .com.au 


Melbourne Heart 
FC confirms it 
has agreed to the 
transfer of Soc- 
ceroo full-back Aziz 
Behich to 2010 
Turkish Super Lig 
champions Bursaspor. 

Behich, 22, left for Turkey on 
Tuesday and will be available for 
Bursaspor’s home clash against 
Turkish giants Galatasaray this 
weekend, pending the issuing of 
his international clearance. 
Behich, from the working class 
Melbourne suburb of Meadow 
Heights, is one of the great 
success stories of the Hyundai 
A-League, having risen from 
National Youth League outcast 
to international footballer in the 
space of three seasons. 

“To make a move to a club that 
plays Champions League football 
is a dream come true and I really 
can’t thank Melbourne Heart 
enough for giving me this opportu- 
nity,” Behich said. 

“T have loved my time at Mel- 
bourne Heart and all the support 
that I have received from the 
members since I joined. 

“I will miss them and miss being 
around my old team-mates.” 
Heart Head Coach John Aloisi 
said he was disappointed to lose 
Behich, but did not want to stand 
in his way once the Socceroo 
decided he wanted to pursue the 
opportunity. 

“To take Aziz from the state 
leagues of Victoria to face the 
likes of Didier Drogba and Wesley 
Sneijder is something Melbourne 
Heart can be enormously proud 
of,” said Aloisi. 

“It hurts to lose him at this stage 
of the season but how can you 
stand in the way of a player fulfill- 
ing his dreams. 

“It’s a great opportunity for the 
club to continue to grow and 
a chance for Aziz to establish 
himself as a genuine international 
for Australia.” 


MELBOURNE 
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Behich’s Turkish Delight 


Behich makes his move to 
the European show window 


Originally signed as an injury 
replacement player during Mel- 
bourne Heart’s inaugural season, 
Behich was converted by then 
coach John van’t Schip from a 
winger to an all-action full-back. 
The switch would see Behich 
establish himself as a first-team 
regular, win a nomination for 
Young Player of the Year, win 
selection to the PFA Team of the 
Year in 2012 and, finally, earn 

full international honours for the 
Socceroos. 

Since June 2012, Melbourne 
Heart has transferred youngsters 
Eli Babalj, Curtis Good, Brendan 
Hamill and now Behich to leading 
international clubs despite the 
quartet having only five A-League 
games between them prior to join- 
ing Melbourne Heart. 

Under the terms of the transfer 
agreement, the transfer fee 
remains confidential and the club 
will make no comment. 
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The Football Centre of 
Excellence at Tuggerah 


Central Coast 
Mariners are pleased 
to announce that two 
Asian football invest- 
ment groups will soon 
visit Gosford to open 
talks about investment opportunities 
in the Club and its Centre of Excel- 
lence at Tuggerah. 

The two groups are among several 
interested parties who have received 
and reviewed an extensive Informa- 
tion Memorandum on the Central 
Coast Mariners. 

The Mariners Board of Directors 
formally invite further expressions 
of interest by investors locally, 
nationally and globally as the Club 
strives to accelerate its growth plans 
and capitalise on additional business 
opportunities available to it. 

Central Coast Mariners Chairman 
Peter Turnbull said it’s the right time 
for the Club to further broaden its 
capital base, having completed the 
start-up and formative phase, and 
achieved an enviable position in 
Australia’s national competition, the 
Hyundai A League. 


“This is exciting juncture in the club’s 
short, yet proud history,” said Mr 
Turnbull. 

“We are currently top of the Hyundai 
A-League and National Youth League 
and we are the reigning premiers in 
each competition. The Mariners will 
this year compete in the Asian Cham- 
pions League for the third time and is 
on track to do so again in 2014. 

“The on-field success is underpinned 
by the Club’s unique, innovative 
Centre of Excellence complex, which 
is well underway. The Tuggerah 
facility is now home to the Mariners’ 
entire football department and has 
a thriving community facility in the 
Soccer5s complex, which is open and 
doing an excellent trade.” 

Next year, the Central Coast Mariners 
Centre of Excellence will see further 
developments towards a 130-room 
hotel, licensed clubhouse, six storey 
office tower and an aquatic centre, in 
addition to the training facilities, foot- 
ball administration block, and leisure 
amenities launched last year. 

Mr Turnbull said the Mariners brand 
was known internationally, having its 
players sought after by top clubs in 
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Europe and Asia. 

“This year also marks the second full 
year of the Club’s elite Academy path- 
way, providing gifted local juniors 
with the opportunity to progress from 
their grassroots side to the Hyundai 
A-League and beyond,” he said. 

“In order to consolidate the Club’s 
position as Australia’s top nursery 
for football talent and build upon the 
impressive achievements made by 
the franchise since its foundation 
in 2004, Central Coast Mariners FC 
are currently assessing a range of 
additional investment options to 
underpin its strategic growth plan 
moving forward.” 

Over the past few months, the Mari- 
ners have been contacted by a num- 
ber of groups expressing an interest 
in investing in the future development 
and expansion of the organisation. 
These expressions of interest include 
the possibility of direct investment 
from local and foreign consortiums 
and individuals, as well as the option 
of an initial public offering (IPO) 
which would see the Mariners as the 
first publicly owned football club in 
Australia. 
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Brisbane bolsters 


strike force 

Brisbane Roar can 
confirm it has signed 
Dutch youth international 
Stefan Nijland on loan 
from Dutch giants PSV 
for the remainder of the season. 

The 24-year-old is expected to join his 
new team mates at training on Thursday 
and, pending clearance paperwork, could 
be available for selection in Friday night's 
clash with the table-topping Central 
Coast Mariners. 

Nijland can play anywhere across the 
front line, providing Head Coach Mike 
Mulvey with more options in the attacking 
third of the pitch. 

Mulvey said he was excited by the 
prospect of pairing Nijland with the club’s 
current Golden Boot winner Besart 
Berisha. 

Nijland played his last game on Friday, 
featuring in a friendly match against 
Sparta Rotterdam. 

Van Den Brink Released 
Perth Glory have 
released Bas van den 
Brink from the final three 
months of his contract. 

At the request of the 
defender, Perth Glory 
agreed to mutually terminate his contract 
and he has signed with Indian Premier 
League side, Churchill Brothers FC. 
Since joining Perth Glory in 2011, van 
den Brink played 42 games and scored 
1 goal. 


KFC recommits to 
Melbourne Victory 


KFC has recommitted 

to Melbourne Victory in 

its capacity as the club’s 

Official sleeve partner, 

extending its relationship 

for another two Hyundai 

A-League seasons until the end of the 
2014/15 campaign. 
The KFC brand is a household name 
right around the world and the global 
giant has been unwavering in its support 
of the club over the eight seasons of the 
competition. 
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Grella Calls It a Day 


Vince Grella with Heart coach and former Socceroo team mate, 
John Aloisi. Photo: JIM WEBSTER / BREATHING FOOTBALL 


MELBOURNE 


Heagr Former Australian 
lo international Vince 
’ Grella has retired 
from football after 
tearing his calf in 
his A-League debut 
for Melbourne Heart. 
Having signed with Heart in Octo- 
ber, Grella took over three months 
to get on the pitch in a competitive 
fixture, coming off the bench in his 
side’s 1-0 defeat away to Western 
Sydney Wanderers on Saturday. 
But having reportedly injured his 
calf in Saturday’s game at Parra- 
matta Stadium, Grella has retired 
after just 211 minutes of top-flight 
football in the past two years. 

“After 17 years of professional 
football my body has told me it’s 
enough,” Grella said in a statement 
released by Melbourne Heart on 
Monday. 

“I need to thank (Heart head 
coach) John Aloisi and the club for 
giving me a final chance to continue 
as a professional. 

“I felt the club’s culture was the 
perfect place for me to be and it’s 


frustrating I won’t have the op- 
portunity to contribute to it and to 
John’s first steps as a coach.” 


When Grella signed for Heart, 
Aloisi conceded it was a risk as the 
33-year-old defensive midfielder 
had barely played in his final two 
seasons with English club Black- 
burn Rovers before heading to the 
A-League. 

But despite the disappointing out- 
come, Aloisi remains convinced 
Grella was worth the risk based on 
his pedigree of 46 Socceroos caps. 

“Vince has been a brilliant contrib- 
utor to Australian football for a long 
time,” Aloisi said. 

“He deserved an opportunity to 
see if he could resurrect his career 
and we are proud that we were able 
to give him that chance. 

“We always knew it was going to be 
a risk, but for me, it was certainly a 
risk worth taking.” 

Grella’s retirement reduces Heart’s 
depth in midfield as captain Fred is 
out for at least the next two games 
with a quadriceps injury. 


Wheelhouse and Jets Part Ways 


The Newcastle Jets and 
i Jobe Wheelhouse have 
agreed to mutually 
part ways, effective 
immediately. 
After the Club advised 
Wheelhouse he would 
not be re-signed for next season, he 
decided it would be in the best interest 
of both parties to stand down for the 
balance of the 2012/13 season. 

“It goes without saying that | am 
disappointed | won’t be at the Jets 
anymore,” Wheelhouse said. 

“Over the last six to 12 months my 
head hasn’t been it in like it should be, 
and this will now give me a chance to 
get away and plan my future. 

“There is no point being at a place 
when my heart isn’t in it and the last 
thing | want to do is let down my 
teammates.” 

The Jets respect Wheelhouse’s deci- 
sion to stand down immediately. 

“This hasn’t been an easy process 
and we hoped Jobe would play out the 
remainder of the season,” CEO Robbie 
Middleby said. 

“We have worked through this pro- 
cess to ensure the best outcome for 
Jobe’s future, which is why we have 
agreed to his request. 

“We thank Jobe for his contribution 
to the Club and wish him all the best 


an 


in the future.” 
Wheelhouse will take some time out 
from football to decide on his future. 
“I felt this was the best decision for 
me and | appreciate the Club support- 
ing my decision,” Wheelhouse added. 
“| haven’t ruled out playing in the 
future, | just need time to sort out 
what | want to do. 
“lam good mates with all of the boys 
and | wish them only the best for the 
future. 
“Hopefully they will make the six and 
go deep into the finals this year.” 


Kosmina 
Adelaide United have 
suffered a blow with 
coach John Kosmina 
resigning from his 
job citing a ‘lack of 
trust’ with certain 
people at the club. 
The Reds are currently sitting fourth in 
the A-League but have spent the majority 
of the season in the top two. 

“Before last weekend we had been first 
or second in the league and were recog- 
nised as a good football team. However, 
apart from survival, | can see no clear 
direction. There is no vision. Decision- 
making at management level is reactive 
and impulsive at best, and there is no 
consistency in managerial procedure,” 
Kosmina said. 

“There is far too much whispering in cor- 
ridors and around corners. | feel sorry for 
Rob Gerrard, and | also feel for directors 
Richard Noble and Phil Lounder - people 
| trust. But | simply cannot, and will not, 
work in an environment which otherwise 
lacks trust.” 

Kosmina first coached Adelaide in the 
NSL in 2003, maintaining the role for 
the inaugural A-League season in 2005, 
and led the Reds to the premiership and 
grand final in 2007. 

The former Socceroo captain resigned 
shortly after losing the 2007 grand final 
6-0 to Melbourne Victory but returned to 
coach his hometown club after Adelaide 
parted ways with Rini Coolen in 2011. 
“When | was approached by (chairman) 
Greg Griffin on December 17, 2011, to 
take over from Rini Coolen, | accepted 
the job with an open mind and open 
heart,” Kosmina said. 

“There is a big space in my heart for the 


Socceroos Announced 


club | helped set up almost 10 years ago. 
| was, and still am, proud of what was 
achieved, and the culture that was put in 
place in those early years. 

“| was more than aware, upon accepting 
Griffin's offer, that many of those principles 
had been eroded over time. But | was pre- 
pared to give it a shot just the same.” 

Kosmina said he had confidence in the 
playing squad and certain staff - notably 
leaving Griffin's name absent - and wasn't 
sure what his next move would be. 

“The playing group is good. | believe | put 
a squad together that can be successful, 
and | believe it will be. They are a good 
bunch of guys and | wish them success,” 
he said. 


“| have become very close to (goalkeep- 
ing coach) Peter Blazincic and (high per- 
formance manager) Sean Tagg over the 
course of the season and | hope the team 
is successful for their sake. 

“They have the best interests of the club 
at heart, and are damn good at their job. 
The same must be said of Peter Duke 
who has been around from day one. A 
club man through and through. 

“Where | go from here I’m not sure. I'll 
see which way the wind is blowing. | was 
digging in the back garden when Griffin 
rang me a year ago - now | have some 
time to go back and finish it off.” 

Michael Valkanis has since been appoint- 
ed interim coach. 


For Romania Clash 


PAS Qantas Socceroos 
J 
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2, Head Coach 
‘“e 4 Holger Osieck 
roorsa. has named a 
rhustRALiA. —«1:9-player squad 
for the upcom- 
ing international 
friendly match against Romania 
which will now be played at 
the Estadio Ciudad de Malaga, 
Malaga, Spain on Wednesday 
6 February 2013 (kick-off 
8:45pm local, 6:45am AEDT). 

Rhys Williams returns to the 
Qantas Socceroos squad after suc- 
cessfully recovering from a serious 
ankle injury that he sustained in 
August last year. 

Also returning to the Qantas Soc- 
ceroos squad after varying periods 
of absence are Jason Davidson, 
Adam Federici and Michael Zullo. 

Osieck is looking forward to 
using this match to assess the 
level of his players ahead of the all 
important 2014 FIFA World Cup 
Asian Qualifier against Oman on 
Tuesday 26 March in Sydney. 

“T had a good look at the Austra- 
lian-based and Asian-based players 
in Korea (Republic) and Hong 
Kong (EAFF East Asian Cup Quali- 
fiers) so this is a good opportunity 
for me to check the performance 
of the European-based players that 
I haven’t seen since last October,” 
said Osieck 

“Over the past week or so, I have 
also been scouting a number of 
players throughout Europe, so I 
have a good idea on where they are 
currently at, but being in camp will 


Va 


give me a much better idea. 

“One player who was definitely in 
contention for selection was Adam 
Sarota, but unfortunately a recent 
serious knee injury has ruled him 
out. We wish Adam a safe and 
speedy recovery and hope to see 
him on the field soon enough. 

“In terms of Romania, it’s no 
secret that they are a quality team, 
well placed in their qualification 
group and they play good football. 

“It’s always good to test ourselves 
against tough opposition and 
Romania will be a good yard-stick 
for us in the lead up to our game 
against Oman in March, “con- 
cluded Osieck 

This will be the first meeting 
between the Qantas Socceroos and 
Romania at senior men’s interna- 
tional level. 

The Qantas Socceroos are cur- 
rently ranked 36th in the FIFA 
World Rankings whilst Romania 
are 33rd (as of 19 December 2012). 

The Qantas Socceroos are in sec- 
ond position of Group B of the 2014 
FIFA World Cup Asian Qualifiers 
with a win against Iraq (2-1), draws 
against Oman (0-0) and Japan (1-1) 
and a loss to Jordan (1-2) at the 
half way point of the final round. 
Romania are in third position of 
Group D in their 2014 FIFA World 
Cup European qualifiers after 4 
matches. 

This match will be broadcast 
Live and Exclusive by FOX 
SPORTS in Australia from 
6:00am AEDT on Fox Sports 
1HD and Fox Sports 1. 


Mark BRESCIANO 

Al Gharafa, Qatar - 64 caps. (12) goals 
Alex BROSQUE 

Al-Ain Club, UAE - 19 (5) 

Robert CORNTHWAITE 

Chunnam Dragons, Korea Rep - 5 (2) 
Jason DAVIDSON 

SC Heracles Almelo, Netherlands -1 (0) 
Adam FEDERICI (gk) 

Reading FC, England - 7 (0) 

James HOLLAND 

FK Austria Vienna, Austria - 8 (0) 
Brett HOLMAN 

Aston Villa FC, England - 57 (8) 

Mile JEDINAK 

Crystal Palace FC, England - 37 (3) 
Robbie KRUSE 

Fortuna Dusseldorf, Germany - 21 (2) 
Mathew LECKIE 

FSV Frankfurt 1899, Germany - 1 (0) 
Ryan McGOWAN 

Shandong Luneng, China PR - 2 (0) 
Matt McKAY 

Changchun Yatai FC, China PR - 33 (1) 
Lucas NEILL 

Al-Was! Sports Club, UAE - 88 (0) 
Tommy OAR 

FC Utrecht, Netherlands - 6 (0) 
Nikita RUKAVYTSYA 

FSV Mainz, Germany - 10 (1) 

Mark SCHWARZER (gk) 

Fulham FC, England 1- 03 (0) 

Luke WILKSHIRE 

FK Dinamo Moscow, Russia - 73 (7) 
Rhys WILLIAMS 

Middlesbrough FC, England - 10 (0) 
Michael ZULLO 

FC Utrecht, Netherlands - 9 (0) 


In response to the weather crisis in 
Queensland, the Brisbane Roar will do- 
nate all profits from general ticket sales 
to this Friday’s game against Central 
Coast Mariners to the Red Cross Queen- 
sland Floods Appeal 2013. 

In addition to this total, the club's 1303 
Club members will also make a donation, 
while volunteers will collect donations on 
the night at Suncorp Stadium on behalf 
of the Red Cross. 

Brisbane Roar General Manager Sean 
Dobson said it was important for the club 
to give what it could to those who had 
lost everything, many of them for the 
second time in two years. 


Brisbane Roar has 
signed Australian youth 
international Steven 
Lustica on loan until 
the end of the club’s 
Hyundai A-League and AFC Champi- 
ons League commitments. 

Lustica has been loaned to the club 
from Croatian powerhouse Hajduk 
Split. 

The Canberra-born midfielder has 
spent two seasons plying his trade 

in Croatia making 19 appearances - 
including appearances in the UEFA 
Europa League - and 10 appearances 
on loan at second division outfit Dug- 
opolje during the 2011/12 season. 
Lustica was part of the Gold Coast 
United team which won back-to-back 
National Youth League Champion- 
ships and made four senior appear- 
ances for the club before leaving for 
Hajduk in June 2011. 

He was also part of the Hajduk side 
which this season beat Inter Milan 2-0 
at the San Siro, coming on as an 83rd 
minute substitute. 


Melbourne Victory is 
delighted to announce 
that Nick Ansell, Leigh 
Broxham and Lawrence 
Thomas have all inked 
new deals with the club. 
Ansell and Broxham have signed 
contracts that will see them through until 
the end of the 2015/16 season, while 
Thomas will remain at the club until at 
least the end of the 2014/15 season. 
Melbourne Victory Coach Ange Posteco- 
glou said the trio were an important part 
of the club’s future plans. 
After recently acquiring young-guns, 
Francesco Stella, Jesse Makarounas 
and Scott Galloway, these re-signings 
are further evidence of Melbourne 
Victory’s commitment to the growth and 
development of young, Australian-born 
talent. 


Goal! Weekly is seeking budding 
reporters and journalists to contribute 
and become involved with this fine 
football publication. 

If you think you’ve got what it takes, 
then wait no more and give the office 
a call on (03) 9551 7538. 

Better still, send us an email at 
news@goalweekly.com 


WANT TO PLAY SOCCER IN THE USA? 


NSR Soccer Australia scout, evaluate & promote 


Australian players to 2500+ USA Colleges. 
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P W D LF A GD Pts ROUND 18 
1 Central Coast Mariners 18 di es) 223 2 17 38 ree aa 
enton 
Newcastle Jets 1 
2 Melbourne Victory Co Oe ee OMI | ci2, 72) 
Crowd: 6,429 @West, 
3 West Sydney Wanderers 18 10 2 6 22 += «14 - ope 
4 Adelaide United 18 10 2 6 28 24 a2 Perth Glory 0 
Brisbane Roar 1 (Meyer 15) 
5 Newcastle Jets 18 6 4 Da 29 =-8 22 | Crowd: 7,000 @nib Stadium 
6 Melbourne Heart 18 6 3 23 25 -2 mee ot 
(Ono 73 pen) 
. Melbourne Heart 0 
7 Brisbane Roar SS & 2 TO 22 22 #8 20) baeaees- eecoane 
Stadium 
8 Sydney FC 18 6 2 10 28 37 -9 20 
9 Perth Glory 18 5 4 9 18 19 -1 19 
10 Wellington Phoenix 18 4 5 9 21 32 4-11 #17 PERS 
13 - Daniel McBREEN 
(Mariners) 
11 - Marco ROJAS (Victory) 
10 - Jeremy BROCKIE 
(Phoenix) 
9 - Alessandro DEL PIERO 
(SFC) 
ROUND 20 FIXTURE VENUE LOCAL AEDT 8 - Dario VIDOSIC (Adelaide) 
Thu Feb 07 Central Coast Mariners v Wellington Phoenix Bluetongue Stadium 7:00pm 7:00pm Besart BERISHA (Roar) 
Fri Feb 08 Adelaide United v Melbourne Victory Hindmarsh Stadium 7:00pm 7:30pm Emile HESKEY (Jets) 
Sat Feb 09 Melbourne Heart v Perth Glory AAMI Park 5:30pm 5:30pm 
Sat Feb 09 W Sydney Wanderers v Newcastle Jets Campbelltown Stadium 7:45pm 7:45pm 6 - Ryan GRIFFITHS (Jets) 
Sun Feb 10 Sydney FC v Brisbane Roar Allianz Stadium 5:00pm 5:00pm Jeronimo Naumann (AUFC) 


Josip TADIC (Heart) 


Melbourne Victory 3 

(OG 24, Rojas 72, Thompson 
67) 

Sydney FC 1 

(Griffiths 75) 

Crowd: 26,882 at AAMI Park 


Central Coast Mariners 3 
(Duke, 67, 72, McGlinchey 88) 
Adelaide United 1 

(Bowles 39) 

Crowd: 8,294 @ Bluetongue 
Stadium 


Former England international 
Emile Heskey proved his worth 
in front of goal yet again and 
scored for the Jets to salvage a 
point away to the Phoenix. 
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Ante Covic 


Pedi 
Bojic 
Mariners 


“Nikolai” Ss Michael 
Topor-Stanley 
Wanderers 


Mitchell 
Duke 


Mariners 


Michael 
McGlinchey 
Mariners 


Thompson 
Heart 


Youssouf 
Hersi 
Wanderers 
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Covic was a solid rock between 
the sticks saving a Josip Tadic penalty and denying 
the Heart a late equaliser from a David Williams 
strike. 


Bojic was able to help keep the 
Adelaide attack relatively quiet as the defender also 
looked dangerous when offering support in attack. 


With the Wanderers 
down to ten men early in the game, Topor-Stanley 
stepped up in the centre of defence with another 
terrific performance minimizing the Heart's attack. 


A captain's perfor- 
mance from the Western Sydney central defender 
as his side went down to ten men but kept a terrific 
clean sheet. 


Despite the disappointing one 
nil loss, Scott Jamison had a good game in defence 
and offered something on the counter to be Perth’s 
only player in Goal! Weekly’s team of the week. 


Returning from suspension, 
Celeski was at his best and provided a terrific assist 
to Archie Thompson for Victory’s second goal of the 
game against Sydney FC. 


The Socceroo is Melbourne 
Victory’s rock in front of defence and proved this on 
the weekend again as he stopped several Sydney 


1 § Compiled by 

Steven Talevski 
FC attacks while also beginning a number of Victory 
attacks as well. 


The New Zealand in- 
ternational was at his best against Adelaide United, 
playing a crucial role in the Mariners midfield and 
also providing a late goal. 


Hersi was a constant threat 
for the Wanderers and his hard work rate paid off 
with the attacker winning a penalty for Western 
Sydney. 


Despite being a substitute, no 
striker had more of an impact than this week than 
Mitchell Duke as the youngster came off the bench 
to score twice as the Mariners consolidated their 
position on top of the table. 


With scouts from European 
giants Liverpool and Juventus, and possibly more 
overseas clubs watching the youngster, Rojas 
looked to take on players and attack and it paid 
off for the Victory as Rojas’ two strikes were both 
deflected into the back of the net. 


A familiar name in the 
coach of the week role, Popovic led his side which 
was down to ten men from early in the game to 
a one nil win against the Heart. The crucial three 
points saw his side move up to third on the table. 


StanManp¢ 


With his stocks rising, Rojas 
lived up to his hype on Satur- 
day overshadowing the Mel- 
bourne debut of Alessandro 
Del Piero with a fantastic at- 
tacking performance against 
Sydney FC. With Melbourne 
Victory aiming for top spot, 
Rojas is set to play a major 
role in their chase of Central 
Coast Mariners. 


Thank God It’s Friday... 
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Central Coast Mariners 3 
(Duke 68’, 72’, McGlinchey 88’) 
Adelaide United 1 (Bowles 39’) 
Bluetongue Stadium, Gosford 


Central Coast Mariners: 1. Mathew 
Ryan (Gk), 2. Daniel McBreen, 3. 
Joshua Rose, 4. Pedj Bojic, 5. Zach- 
ary Anderson, 6. Patrick Zwaanswijk, 
7. John Hutchinson (c), 9. Bernie 
Ibini (29. Nick Fitzgerald 82’), 11. 
Oliver Bozanic (19. Mitchell Duke 
61’), 14. Michael McGlinchey, 18. 
Nick Montgomery 


Substitutes not used: 20. Justin 
Pasfield (Gk), 13. Brent Griffiths 
Yellow cards: Montgomery 46’, 
Zwaanswijk 83’ 

Red cards: Nil 


Adelaide United: 1. Eugene Galek- 
ovic (Gk) (c), 3. Nigel Boogaard, 

6. Cassio, 10. Dario Vidosic, 12. 
Antony Golec, 14. Cameron Watson, 
16. Daniel Bowles, 17. lain Ramsay 
(8. Marcelo Carrusca 79’), 18. 
Fabian Barbiero, 21. Jeronimo Neu- 
mann (19. Jake Barker-Daish 68’), 
23. Evan Kostopoulos (4. Jonathan 
McKain 75’) 


Substitutes not used: 20. Paul Izzo 
(Gk) 

Yellow cards: Neumann 45+1’ 

Red cards: Nil 
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By Adrian Deans 


I got my preview completely 
wrong going into this game. I ex- 
pected a really close encounter 
with Adelaide putting pressure 
on Rose and Bojic to keep the 
Mariners on the back foot. In- 
stead, the Mariners swept the 
Reds aside with a high-energy 
display - missing numerous 
easy chances in the process - 
but when you create that many, 
something has to give. 

To be fair, Adelaide have had a crip- 
pling injury list over the last few 
weeks. They’ve been missing Fer- 
reira, Djite, Carrusca, and those are 
all first choice attacking players, but 
what has happened to Osama Malik 
and why did Kossie let Caravella go 
with so many other options out? 
The standard game pattern for the 
Mariners this year, especially at 
home, has been to choke the other 
team by keeping possession for long 
periods and then suddenly attack 
down the sides. They are particular- 
ly dangerous at the ends of halves, 
and in the second half, in particular, 
they win through superior fitness. 
Not this game. The Mariners flew 
out of the blocks almost as if to snuff 
out the anticipated Reds pressing 
game before it started. Chances 
came thick and fast and Ollie Boza- 
nic in particular will be wondering 
how he didn’t score from two me- 
tres out and the keeper nowh 

With so many easy chances missed, 
it came as absolutely no surprise 
when the Reds scored first. Daniel 
Bowles looked like he was trying 
to cross to the far post but the ball 
clipped Bozanic and deflected in. 
That’s how it stayed until half time, 
when Tom Rogic was presented to 
the Mariners fans for the last time 
before heading back to Glasgow. He 
will be missed, but wasn’t needed on 
Friday night. The Mariners came 
back out for the second half and con- 
tinued as they had begun — dominat- 
ing possession and causing havoc in 
the Reds’ third. 

In particular it was the midfield 
where Adelaide could not compete — 
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Cool Hand Mitchell Duke’s Noble Efforts 


Michael McGlinchey glances to check if his goal makes it 3-1 to the Mariner’s good. 


Montgomery and Hutchinson were 
never closed down, and when they 
did occasionally win the ball, the 
Reds gave it straight back every 
time, inviting the Mariners to attack 
again. Vidosic and Neumann hardly 
touched the ball in the second half. 

The questions have to be asked: 
what on earth has happened to 
Osama Malik and why did Kossie 
let Caravella go when so many other 
creative options were out injured. A 
midfield featuring Malik screening 
the back two and Caravella pulling 
the strings would have surely done 
a better job. 

The game changed when Mitchell 
Duke entered the fray with half an 


Central Coast players swamp Mitchell Duke, whose two goals off the bench war- 
rants a Goal-den Super Sub badge of honour. Photo: KAREN DOUGLAS 
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hour remaining. Only five minutes 
later he had his first when he con- 
trolled McGlinchey’s far post cross 
and lashed it back past Galekovic. 
Two minutes later, Bowles was 
adjudged to have handled the ball 
in the area and McBreen had the 
chance to put the home team ahead. 
Galekovic guessed right and made 
the save but it was only a matter of 
time before the Mariners got the 
chocolates. 
Again it was Duke. Now brimming 
with confidence, he controlled an- 
other difficult far post ball with his 
chest, beat two defenders with his 
acceleration from a standing start, 
and drove his shot hard and low in- 
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side the near post from 20 metres. 
It was a cracking shot from a young 
player out of the Matt Simon mould 
who could easily become a home fa- 
vourite before too much longer. 

McGlinchey sealed the points after 
midweek signing Nick Fitzgerald 
cleverly headed back across goal 
into his path in the 88th minute. It 
was a comprehensive performance 
considering it was first versus sec- 
ond, but if the Mariners had their 
shooting boots on it might have 
been a cricket score. 

Even with the loss of Rogic (and 
maybe Ibini) the Mariners have 
a strong team system which goes 
beyond the component individuals. 
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Match Stats 


Saves 
Attempts on target 
Attempts off target 
Possession 47% 
Corners 2 
Offsides 2 
Fouls committed 10 


Photo: KAREN DOUGLAS 


They are now five points clear of 
second, and if they’re looking over 
their shoulders at anyone, it’s no 
longer Adelaide. The only teams 
that can challenge the Mariners for 
honours this season are the Victory 
and Western Sydney. 


Adrian Deans is the author of Mr 
Cleansheets — published by Vulgar 
Press, distributed by Dennis Jones 
and Associates and available in all 
good book stores. Ebook also avail- 
able. www.mrcleansheets.com 


Adelaide United keeper Eugene Galekovic is unable to stop Mitchell Duke’s equaliser 
to put the Mariners on level terms. Photo: KAREN DOUGLAS 
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Match Details 
Melbourne Victory 3 
(Marco Rojas 24 And 71, Archie 
Thompson 67) 
Sydney FC 1 (Joel Griffiths 75) 
AAMI Park 
Crowd: 26,882 
Referee: Chris Beath 


Sydney FC: 20. Vedran Janjetovic, 
2. Sebastian Ryall, 3. Fabio, 6. 
Jason Culina (21. Yairo Yau ‘79), 

7. Brett Emerton (12. Blake Powell 
'23, 8. Adam Griffiths ‘68), 10. 
Alessandro Del Piero, 13. Tiago, 15. 
Terry Mcflynn (C), 22. Ali Abbas, 23. 
Rhyan Grant, 29. Joel Griffiths. 


Sub Not Used: 33. Matthew Nash 
(Gk). 

Yellow Cards: Tiago 39, Rhyan 
Grant 52, Fabio 58, TiaGo 60, Ales- 
sandro Del Piero 92, Fabio 93. 

Red Card: Tiago 60, Fabio 93. 


Melbourne Victory: 39. Nathan 
Coe (Gk), 3 Adama Traore, 5. 

Mark Milligan, 6. Leigh Broxham 

(8. Jonathan Bru ‘86), 9. Marcos 
Flores (18. Francesco Stella ‘76), 
10. Archie Thompson (26. Andrew 
Nabbout ‘76), 11. Marco Rojas, 13. 
Diego Ferreira, 14. Billy Celeski, 23. 
Adrian Leijer (C), 24. Nick Ansell. 


Sub Not Used: 1. Tando Velaphi 
(Gk). 

Yellow Cards: Mark Milligan 47, 
Nick Ansell 51, Billy Celeski 62, 
Diogo Ferriera 81. 


By Daniel Quinn 


The Melbourne Victory 
jumped into the top two 
with a 3-1 win over a nine 
men Sydney FC in front 
of a sold out AAMI Park. 

A brace from Marco Ro- 
jas and a single strike from 
Archie Thompson set Mel- 
bourne on the roar to vic- 
tory, before Joel Griffiths 
made the Victory sweat 
for the last twenty minutes 
with his second in as many 
games. 

Sydney weren’t discipline, 
though, as Tiago Calvano 
and Fabio were both sent 
off. 

Back to back wins over Syd- 
ney leapfrogs the Victory 
over Adelaide into second. 

With Spase Dilevski and 
Jimmy Jeggo injured Leigh 
Broxham started alongside 
the returning Billy Celeski 
in the middle of the park, 
whilst Mark Milligan sat in 
front of the back four which 
included Nick Ansell. 

The Victory started on the 
front foot looking to gain the 
early momentum, but Brox- 
ham poked an effort wide, 
before a trademark Ales- 
sandro Del Piero free kick 
was easily caught by Victory 
custodian Nathan Coe. 

The Victory pushed in the 
opening minutes and de- 
servedly took the lead as 
Rojas’ long drive deflected 
off ex-Victory defender Se- 
bastian Ryall before beating 
Sydney ‘keeper Vedran Jan- 
jetovic. 

The game didn’t get any 
better for the Sky Blues 


Saves 
Attempts on target 
13 Attempts off target 
51% Possession 
9 Corners 
5 Offsides 
17 Fouls committed 


49% 
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Pocket Rocket: Kiwi international Marcos Rojas delivers what the fans came to see, at the hottest ticket in town. 


Photo: ANITA MILAS 


who were dealt with a blow 
as Socceroo Brett Emerton 
was forced off just a minute 
after conceding. It was abit 
of a déja vu moment as the 
veteran came off injured in 
this fixture last season. 
Sydney were getting into 
great positions out wide, 
especially down the left with 
former Victory fullback Fa- 
bio, however, the Sky Blues’ 
delivery was terrible allow- 
ing the Victory defence to 
easily clear. 

The Melburnians continued 


to push, but only took a one- 
goal lead into the break after 
Broxham’s curler was well 
saved and Marcos Flores’ 
acrobatic attempt whistled 
past the upright. 

The second-half was feisty 
with several bookings, and 
the sold out AAMI Park 
erupted as Tiago Calvano, 
who was already booked, 
seemed to elbow Brox- 
ham. Referee Chris Beath 
brought out his second yel- 
low, before subsequently 
producing the red. 


Joel Griffiths could have 
brought the ten men level, 
although the former Jet 
missed the golden chance 
dragging his effort across 
the face of goal. 

The Victory immediately 
raced to the other end, 
before Celeski played in 
Thompson with a peach of 
a pass, which the Socceroos 
striker dispatched into the 
back of the net. 

Five minutes later the Vic- 
tory added their third via 
another deflection. Rojas 


maneuvered his way into 
the box, before his curling 
effort flicked off substitute 
Adam Griffiths. 

The Sky Blues still fought, 
though, and cut the margin 
back to two. Joel Griffiths 
powered to the edge of the 
area and drilled his effort 
past a diving Coe. 

Sydney finished with nine 
men as Fabio was given 
his second yellow card for 
a foul on Rojas so marched 
off with the Victory fans in 
jubilance. 
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Alessandro Del Piero and Diego Ferriera tangle for supremacy. Photo: ANITA MILAS 
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Western Sydney Wanderers 1 
(Ono 73 pen) 
Melbourne Heart 0 


Crowd: 14,624 @ Parramatta 
Stadium 


Western Sydney Wanderers: 
1.Ante Covic, 4.Nikolai Topor-Stan- 
ley, 5.Michael Beauchamp, 6.Jerome 
Polenz, 8.Mateo Poljak, 9.Dino 
Kresinger, 10.Aaron Mooy (18. 
lacopo La Rocca 21’), 17.Youssouf 
Hersi (14.Kwabena Appiah-Kubi 

73’), 19.Mark Bridge, 21.Shinji Ono 
(7.Labinot Haliti 82’). 


Yellow Cards: Kresinger 
Red cards: Polenz 


Melbourne Heart: 20.Andrew 
Redmayne, 6.Patrick Gerhart, 
8.Matt Thompson, 10.Josip Tadic, 
11.Richard Garcia, 13.Jonaton 
Germano (31.Vince Grella 67’), 
15.David Williams, 17.Jason Hoff- 
man, 18.David Vrankovic, 222.Nick 
Kalmar (36.Eli Bablj 68’), 25.Jeremy 
walker. 


Yellow card: Hoffman, Vrankovic, 


Walker, bablj 
Red cards: 
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By Alex Milic 


A 73rd minute Shinji 


Ono penalty has given the 
Western Sydney Wanders 
a further three points 
and third place on the A- 
League standings. 

In front of a crowd of al- 
most 15,000 at Parramatta 
Stadium, the Wanderers 
were out to reward their 
fans with a win against the 
Melbourne Heart. 

It didn’t look like It was go- 
ing to be a good day for the 
Wanderers when defender 
Jerome Polenz was sent off 
after only 13 minutes on 
the clock for a professional 
foul which gifted the Heart 
a spot kick which was saved 
by Ante Covic as Josip Tadic 
failed to take advantage of 
the opportunity. 

Tony Popovic, manager, 
Western Sydney Wanderers 
says, “That’s another first 
for us - the boys have shown 
that down to 10 men, they 
don’t just go gung ho.” 

Popovic says, “They are 
playing within a structure, 
playing with belief and 
confidence. You could see 
at halftime that they really 
believed they could win the 
game. There’s a lot of belief 
in that dressing room that if 
we played to the level that 
we can, and tried not to give 
the ball away in silly areas, 
then we could definitely win 
the match.” 
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Saves 
Attempts on target 
19 Attempts offtarget 4 
53% Possession 47% 
12 Corners 1 
1 Offsides 0 
1 Fouls committed 15 


Japanese star Shinji Ono mases no mistake from the spot to secure maximum points for Wanderers. Photo: GREG SEATON 


Heart coach John Aloisi 
labelled his side’s display 
“not good enough”, and he 
was right - 10 men out-ran, 
passed and fought 11 for the 
entire game. 

Midfielder Aaron Mooy was 
sacrificed for Lacopa La Roc- 
ca in a tactical switch and 
the Wanderers remained 
the more dangerous side 
despite a player down. 
Mark Bridge, Dino Kres- 
inger and Ono all forced 
decent saves out of Andrew 


Wanderers cult hero Youssef Hersi drew the foul that made all the difference, and helped a 


10-man Wanderers snatch victory. Photo:GREG SEATON 
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Redmayne while Nicholas 
Kalmar came closest for the 
visitors with a long-range 
drive in the 34th minute. 

As Australia Day fireworks 
exploded around the stadi- 
um, the tempo of the game 
slowed early the second half 
as the Heart started to grow 
into the game. 

But Western Sydney re- 
gained control of the match 
and finally got their break- 
through when Youssouf 
Hersi - who had caused hav- 


oc in attack all night - was 
brought down in the box by 
David Vrankovic. 

Ono stepped up and buried 
the penalty for his fifth goal 
of the season. 

Tadic had a late chance for 
redemption but was denied 
by a great Covic stop. 

In a positive for the Heart, 
former Socceroos midfield- 
er Vince Grella made his 
long-awaited return from 
injury off the bench in the 
67th minute, his first ap- 


pearance since last playing 
for Blackburn in Septem- 
ber, 2011. 

Striker Eli Babalj also came 
on, having returned to the 
club on after being released 
by Serbian club Red Star 
Belgrade. 

Aloisi even had the grace to 
admit that missing a penalty 
had made little difference to 
the final outcome, which is 
something of a damning in- 
dictment. 


Referee Strebre Dilovski has no hesitation in awarding a red card and penalty. Unfortunately, 
Heart failed to convert the kick and paid the penalty later in the match. Photo: ALI ERHAN 
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Perth Glory 0 

Brisbane Roar 1 (Meyer 15) 
Crowd: 7,000 

Venue: nib Stadium 


Perth Glory: 1.Danny Vukovic, 
2.Jack Clisby, 5.Steve Pantelidis, 
6.Nick ward, 11.Adrian Zahra (22. 
Ndumba Makeche 74’), 12.Ryo 
Nagai, 13.Travis Dodd, 14.Steven 
McGarry, 17.Chris Harold (15. 
Brandon O'Neill 79’), 21.Scott 
Jamieson, 23.Michael Thwaite (24. 
Storm Roux 65’). 


Yellow cards: McGarry 
Red cards: 


Brisbane Roar: 1.Michael Theo, 
4.Matt Jurman, 5.lvan Franjic, 
8.Massimo Murdocca, 11.Ben 
Halloran (14.Steven Lusctica 77’), 
15.James Donachie, 17.Mitch 
Nichols (12.Julius Doe 90’), 18.Luke 
Brattan, 21.James Meyer (19.Jack 
Hingert 64’), 22.Thomas Broich, 
26.Corey brown. 


Yellow Cards: Meyer 64’, Hingert 
64’, Halloran 77’ 
Red Cards: 


By Gareth Morgan 


Perth Glory have a missed a bag 


full of chances in a heart break- 
ing 1-0 loss to Brisbane Roar at 
nib Stadium. 

Jame Meyer’s first-half strike from 
long distance proved the difference 
but Roar’s victory owed as much to 
the brilliance of Michael Theo who 
kept Glory at bay with a string of 
fine saves. 

A raft of injuries and suspensions 
meant that both line-ups had an 
unfamiliar look about them, indeed 
only eight of the 22 players who 
started last year’s Grand Final were 
named from the beginning. 

Jack Clisby was handed his senior 
Glory debut at centre-back along- 
side Michael Thwaite who made a 
welcome return from injury, while 
Adrian Zahra made his first start for 
the club down the left flank and Ryo 
Nagai was employed up front just 
behind Travis Dodd. 

And it was the new-look home 
side that settled the quicker, with 
Scott Jamieson laying on two decent 
chances in the opening ten minutes. 
Overlapping to great effect down 
the left, the former Adelaide man 
firstly teed up Nagai who saw his 
goalbound effort blocked by Matt 
Jurman and then laid on a glorious 
opportunity for Dodd whose cush- 
ioned volley beat visitors’ ‘keeper 
Theo, but crept centimetres wide of 
the post. 

And yet despite finding themselves 
well and truly under the cosh dur- 
ing those early exchanges, it was 
the Queenslanders who made the 
breakthrough on 16 minutes with 
what was their first effort on goal. 
Meyer picked up possession wide 
out on the right and some 25 metres 
out, cut infield and then fired in a 
low drive that flashed into the bot- 
tom corner of the net, seeming to 
bounce just in front of Danny Vuk- 
ovic’s despairing dive. 

The rest of the first-half duly fol- 
lowed a pattern of Glory pushing 
forward and the visitors occasion- 
ally menacing on the break, though 
the clear-cut chances started to be- 
come a little thin on the ground. 
Thwaite just failed to keep his head- 


er down after managing to connect 
with a Steven McGarry corner and 
the only other serious goal threat 
before the interval came on 41 
minutes, the tireless Chris Harold 
getting away down the right and 
whipping in a teasing cross that just 
eluded Zahra who had made a fine 
run to get ahead of his marker at the 
far post. 

The Australia Day fireworks on the 
foreshore provided a dramatic back- 
drop as the second-half got under- 
way and Glory came close to provid- 
ing some pyrotechnics of their own 
shortly before the hour-mark. 

Nick Ward was the first to threaten, 
reacting first after Theo had rushed 
from his box to head clear, but his 
shot flashed over the unguarded 
goal and moments later, Dodd was 
foiled by a superb block from young 
full-back Corey Brown having been 
picked out by the lively Harold. 
Understandably keen to protect 
their hard-earned lead, Roar were 
content to defend deep and in 
numbers, but still Glory stretched 
them, the mobile attacking quartet 
of Dodd, Nagai, Harold and Zahra 
regularly switching position to keep 
their opponents guessing. 

Storm Roux then became Glory’s 
second debutant of the night, replac- 
ing Thwaite and slotting in at right- 
back as Pantelidis was moved back 
into the middle and the highly-rated 
young defender almost enjoyed a 
dream start, stinging Theo’s palms 
with a thumping angled strike on 75 
minutes. 

And the action continued thick and 

fast as the game move into its final 
quarter, Luke Brattan and Mitch 
Nichols going close for the visitors, 
while Dodd and Nagai tested the 
over-worked Theo at the other end. 
Another goal seemed inevitable and 
twice in the last five minutes Glory 
came agonisingly close to claiming 
it as Ward was brilliantly denied at 
close range by Theo and from the 
resulting corner, Nagai saw his 
header cleared off the line. 
But even when they threw Vukovic 
forward for a stoppage-time corner, 
the hosts could not breach Roar’s 
stubborn rearguard. 


Thomas Broich (Roar) skips past the outstretched leg of Steven McGarry. 
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8 Attempts on target 

13 Attempts offtarget 4 
49% Possession 51% 
12 Corners 24 
3 Offsides 2 
14 Fouls committed 15 
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Brisbane Roar players mob Jame Meyer’s after grabbing the winner. 
Photo: CRAIG ECCLES 
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The chase is on for Ivan Franjic (Roar) and Adrian Zahra (Glory). 
Photo: CRAIG ECCLES 
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Newcastle Jets 


Match Details 


Wellington Phoenix 1 
(Fenton 21) 

Newcastle Jets 1 
(Heskey 74) 

Crowd: 6,429 

Venue: Westpac Stadium 


Wellington Phoenix: 1. Mark 
Paston, 2. Manny Muscat, 3.Tony 
Lochhead, 7.Leo Bertos, 8.Paul 

Ifill, 11. Jeremy Brockie, 12. Tyler 
Boyd (4.lsaka Cernak 74’), 16.Louis 
Fenton, 18.Ben Sigmund, 21.Dani 
Sanchez (9.Benjamin Totori 81’), 
22.ANdrew Durante. 


Yellow cards: Lochhead 35’ 
Red cards: Lochhead 71’ 


Newcastle Jets: 20.Mark Birighitti, 
2.Scott Neville, 7.James Brown 
(3.Zenon Caravella 82’), 9.Emile Hes- 
key, 11.Connor Chapman, 12.Joshua 
Brillante, 13.Samuel Gallaway, 
14.Taylor Regan (22. Adam taggart 
90’), 15.Craig Goodwin (17.James 
Virgili 53’), 16.Jobe Wheelhouse, 
23.Ryan Griffiths. 


Yellow cards: Regan 17’, Gallaway 
oo) 
Red cards: gallaway 53’ 


Pointless 


By Joe Gallagher 


Wellington’s weather has been un- 
characteristically dry of late, but 
two teams left Westpac Stadium on 
Sunday afternoon having put an end 
to droughts of their own. 

Wellington Phoenix had claimed their 
first point of 2013, while Newcastle Jets 
had snatched their first result in New 
Zealand in over five years. 

But you could tell that neither side was 
quite content with the 1-1 draw, such 
was the way the game played out. 

Both coaches will argue that their 
teams created enough chances to claim 
the three points — but a draw was per- 
haps a fair reflection of a scrappy match 
in which both sides ended with ten 
men. 

Ricki Herbert was without Vince Lia, 
who had picked up a one match ban for 
a yellow card in the 7-1 loss in Sydney 
a week earlier, but welcomed back mid- 
fielder Manny Muscat, who had been 
serving a three match suspension for 
a stray elbow three weeks ago in Bris- 
bane. 

Belgian striker Stein Huysegems was 
relegated to the bench after a wasteful 
display in New South Wales, replaced 
by Paul Ifill, while Alex Smith made way 
for youngster Louis Fenton in midfield. 

Gary van Egmond was without Josh 
Mitchell and Ruben Zadkovich, but 
bought Emile Heskey to New Zealand 
for the first time. The match saw a re- 
turn to the starting lineup for captain 
Jobe Wheelhouse. 

His side ought to have taken an early 
lead. A defensive error by Wellington 
captain Andrew Durante fell kindly for 
Craig Goodwin, who flashed his shot 
wide of Mark Paston’s left upright. 
Credit must go to Paston for standing 
tall in goal, but the young winger — who 
has been in flying form this season — 
had missed a golden opportunity to give 
his side the perfect tonic to their poor 
form across the ditch. 

They were almost made to pay for his 
wastefulness ten minutes later. A long 
ball from Ben Sigmund — perhaps Wel- 
lington’s best on the afternoon — put 
Herbert’s leading goalscorer, Jeremy 
Brockie, one-on-one with Mark Birighit- 
ti. Brockie, now without a goal in four 
matches, has made a habit of scoring 
the spectacular this season, but his 
side-footed effort was well saved by van 
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Saves 
Attempts on target 
Attempts off target 

Possession 
Corners 
Offsides 

Fouls committed 


3 
5 
7 


46% 


Drought Over For 
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8 
54% 
4 
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Jets keeper Mark Birighitti makes a clean catch in front of Andrew Durante (Phoenix). Photo: PETER McDONALD 


Egmond’s young keeper. 

But the Phoenix were not to be denied 
much longer. Sigmund again delivered 
the impetus for the home side’s goal 
with a raking diagonal pass to Ifill. The 
Barbadan’s first touch was exquisite, 
turning past Scott Neville to make room 
for the cross. His delivery into a danger- 
ous area deflected off both Birighitti 
and Spaniard Dani Sanchez, before fall- 
ing for Fenton to tap home. 

In a statistic that says more than 
enough about Wellington’s woes of late, 
it was the first time since round nine 
that Herbert entered the sheds a goal 
to the good. 

His afternoon improved ten minutes 
after the re-start as Sam Gallaway was 


given his marching orders. 18-year-old 
Tyler Boyd, who had one of his more 
industrious outings down Wellington’s 
right flank, beat the defender for pace, 
and referee Ben Williams was given no 
choice but to award Gallaway his sec- 
ond yellow card. 

But just as Wellington seemed to be get- 
ting comfortable — Fenton came close to 
a brace after good work on the left by If 
ill - their afternoon turned on its head. 
With just twenty minutes remaining it 
was left-back Tony Lochhead’s turn to 
be dismissed for a foolish tackle on sub- 
stitute James Virgili. From the resulting 
free-kick, a free header at the back post 
was parried into the air and Heskey 
outmuscled Paston to nod the Jets back 


into the contest. 

Lochhead - who has been under fire 
from critics in recent weeks — could 
have done worse than to head straight 
for the tunnel. Instead, he stood in front 
of the Yellow Fever to watch as his side 
were severly punished for his indiscre- 
tion. 

No doubt his replacement Ian Hogg 
will receive a warmer reception when 
he takes Lochhead’s place in Auckland 
next Saturday. 

Such has been the trend this season, 
Wellington seemed to run out of ideas 
after conceding. Boyd failed to direct 
a centre from Ifill goalwards, but the 
match seemed destined for a draw. 

Stoppage time, seemingly consisting 


of a mutual agreement of time-wasting 
between the two sides, summed up a 
match which had failed to reach great 
heights. 

So while the home side will be thank- 
ful to be on the board this year, they 
will be disappointed not to have clung 
to a lead — a commodity Wellington 
has found hard to come by this season. 
They failed to move from the bottom of 
the A-League ladder. 

Meanwhile van Egmond will rue the 
opportunity to capitalise on a Phoenix 
side quite clearly in disarray. The point 
nudges the Jets into second place ahead 
of a match against ninth-placed Sydney 
FC next Saturday. 


Jeremey Brockie (Phoenix) gets a whiff of Jobe Wheelhouse’s (Jets) boot. 


Photo: PETER McDONALD 


Isaka Cernak wasted no time getting a gig across the pond after being re- 
leased by Melbourne Victory prior to the weekend. Photo: PETER McDONALD 
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Archie Thompson com- 
memorates his mile- 
stone with a trademark 
finish and celebration 
to boot! Photo: ANITA 
MILAS 


JL ———, @ Po 
Archie Thompson reaches 150 games for Melbourne Victory and receives an award from 
CEO Anthony Di Pietro to honour the achievement. Photo:ANITA MILAS 
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fee Se SFC and Victory file onto 
‘Sa 7Y AAMI Park in preparation for 7 
a J the Big Blue Derby. 
<s« PHOTO: ANITA MILAS 


_ Who needs advertising when you’ve got Wander- 
ers fans who can turn Parramatta Stadium 
terraces in to a sea of black and red. 

PHOTO: ALI ERHAN 


Celtic-bound Tom Rogic says so long 
and thanks for the Merry Mariners 
Memories. Photo: KAREN DOUGLAS 


Western Sydney fans give their 
Mes Scarves decent work-out and it 
Newcastle’s James Brown skews his free-kick as the ball goes off in search of a GPS signal. a) isn’t even winter yet. 
Photo: PETER McDONALD ; Photo: ALI ERHAN 
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By Jarrod Ellis 


BRISBANE Z rl 

o ‘A o This Friday Brisbane Roar will 
once again play host to Cen- 
tral Coast Mariners, one of the 


more intriguing rivalries in the 


1. Michael Theo (GK) 


3. Shane Stefanutto (capt) 


4. Matt Jurman 

5. Ivan Franjic 

7. Besart Berisha 

8. Massimo Murdocca 
9. Stef Nijland 

11. Ben Halloran 

12. Julius Doe 

13. Jade North 

14. Steven Lustica 
17. Mitch Nichols 

18. Luke Brattan 

19. Jack Hingert 

20. Matt Acton (gk) 
21. James Meyer 

22. Thomas Broich 
26. Corey Brown. 
(Three to be omitted) 


Ins: 3. Shane Stefanutto 


(returns from suspension), 7. 
Besart Berisha (returns from 
suspension), 9. Stef Nijland 


(loan signing from PSV 


Eindhoven), 13. Jade North 


(promoted) 


Outs: 15. James Donachie 


(omitted) 


Unavailable: Matt Smith (hip 
injury - 2 weeks), Henrique 
(groin injury - 2-3 weeks) 


Wellington Phoenix v Perth Glory Sat Feb 02 Eden Park 3:00pm 


ony 


WELLINGTON. 


1. Mark Paston (GK) 
2. Manny Muscat 

6. Alex Smith 

7. Leo Bertos 

8. Paul Ifill 

9. Benjamin Totori 
10. Stein Huysegems 
11. Jeremy Brockie 
12. Tyler Boyd 

14, lan Hogg 

16. Louis Fenton 
18. Ben Sigmund 
20. Glen Moss (GK) 
21. Dani Sanchez 


Ins: Nil 


Outs: Tony Lochhead 
(suspended) 


Unavailable: Nil 


22. Andrew Durante (C). 


A-League. 


Brisbane has traditionally had it 
over their Central Coast rivals, the 
Mariners having only managed to 
come away with a victory five times 
in twenty-nine encounters. One of 
those victories came in their previ- 
ous encounter, a 2-1win to the Mar- 
iners in Gosford back in November 
and despite the history books it’s 
the Mariners that will enter the 


match as favourites. 


Central Coast has been undoubt- 
edly the A-League’s most impres- 
sive side this season and it’s no 
coincidence that they currently sit 
five points clear at the top of the 


table. 


Friday’s match will be the first en- 
counter between these two sides 
post-Rogic, but Central Coast have 
shown over recent weeks that 
they’re no one-man team. A com- 
prehensive 3-1 defeat of Adelaide 
United last weekend only served to 
highlight that fact as Rogic watched 


on from the bench. 


Bernie Ibini made his return to 
the side in that match and manager 
Graham Arnold was understand- 
ably delighted to be informed that 
the young striker will be returning 
to the club despite his trial with 


Club Brugge. 


One of the more interesting sub- 
plots for the match unfortunately 


By Joe Gallagher 


The organisers of Auckland’s 


A-League football match this 
season might have hoped for 
a more marketable match at 
Eden Park this year. 

But while the game may be lack- 
ing in glamour, fans can be assured 
passion, as two of the competition’s 
strugglers meet in a dogfight on 
Saturday evening. 

Perth Glory make the arduous trip 
across the continent to New Zea- 
land to take on Wellington Phoenix, 
but it will be an unfamiliar location 
for both sides. 

As two of the six teams fighting for 
the final two play-off spots, three 
points is an absolute must for ei- 
ther side to re-ignite what has been 
a stuttering campaign. 

Perth have lost three straight and 

have not won in five, while the 
Phoenix’s record in 2013 consists 
of four losses, one draw, and not a 
single win. 
They might hope a change of scen- 
ery is exactly what the team needs, 
given that they have only won in 
their Wellington home three times 
this season. 

But it will take an enormous mar- 
keting effort to attract a crowd 
to watch a side that have been 
plagued by ill-discipline, defensive 
frailties and an ongoing tussle with 
its ownership in recent weeks. 

Ricki Herbert could at least argue 
his team is on the way up — halting 
a run of four losses in Sunday’s 
draw with Newcastle Jets — but in 
truth the side could barely have 


Roar 2.70 
Draw 3.50 
Mariners 2.63 


Join the conversation on Twitter 
using the hash-tag #ROARVCCM 
won't eventuate with Nick Fitzger- 


ald to be withheld from the Mari- 
ners team due to a “gentleman’s 


agreement” with Brisbane. 


The absence of Fitzgerald will 
be tempered by the return of 
defender Trent Sainsbury from 
suspension and former Socceroos 
attacker Mile Sterjovski, who was 


rested last week. 


Brisbane will themselves be boost- 
ed by the return from suspension 
of Besart Berisha and Shane Stefa- 
nutto, both absent from the 1-0 win 


over Perth Glory last weekend. 


At this point in time it’s unknown 
if Brisbane’s new recruit, Dutch- 
man Stef Nijland will make an 
appearance on the pitch. Signed 


Phoenix 2.30 
Draw 3.50 
Glory 3.15 


sunk any lower than the demoralis- 
ing 7-1 loss at the Sydney Football 
Stadium just a fortnight ago. 

He will be without the services 
of Tony Lochhead, who was dis- 
missed against the Jets, and is like- 
ly to hand an A-League debut to All 
White Ian Hogg. Vince Lia returns 
from suspension but will probably 
be kept at bay following a goalscor- 
ing performance by his replace- 
ment, youngster Louis Fenton. 
Another under-fire coach, Ian Fer- 
guson, has witnessed an extraor- 
dinary exodus recently. First Billy 
Mehmet left the club, closely fol- 
lowed by Jesse Makarounas. Now 
the Scot has been dealt the blow of 
defender Bas van den Brink’s deci- 


KO Times are AEDT 


Brisbane Roar v Central Coast Mariners} Fri Feb 01 — Stadium 8:00pm 
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from PSV Eindhoven the 24-year- 
old attacker is on a four-month 
deal, with talks reportedly already 
under way about making the move 


permanent. 


Nijland is expected to link with 
Berisha up front for the Roar, no 
doubt in the hope that the pairing 
will provide the team with two gen- 
uine goalscoring threats, a situa- 
tion that the team has lacked since 
the days of Juan Carlos Solorzano 


and Kosta Barbarouses. 


For what seems like the ump- 
teenth week in succession this 
match is viewed as an important 
one for Brisbane in their chase 
for a finals spot. On this occasion 
though a win could see them re- 


sion to depart for China. 

He can at least take some comfort 
from the knowledge that former 
Wellington striker Shane Smeltz 
has no immediate plans to leave 
the side. However Smeltz, who 
missed Perth’s loss to Brisbane on 
Saturday night, appears unlikely to 
make the trip to Auckland. 

In even more bad news for Fergu- 
son, captain Jacob Burns and expe- 
rienced defender Dean Heffernan 
remain under an injury cloud. 
Josh Risdon and Liam Miller, who 
sat out the visit of the Roar, return 
from suspension and will likely be 
immediately returned to the start- 
ing eleven. 

There are few coaches in the 


ll Brishane 


www.goalweekly. 


peleree: Lucien Laverdure. 


Cubase: only 


turn to the top six. 

Given their history against the 

Mariners Brisbane’s players and 
fans will fancy their chances. How- 
ever Central Coast has shown their 
quality this season and if the Mari- 
ners can keep their minds on the 
job at hand it’s difficult to see the 
Roar securing the three-points. 
In news related to off-field matters, 
Brisbane Roar are set to donate all 
profits from general ticket sales to 
this Friday’s game against Central 
Coast Mariners to the Red Cross 
Queensland Floods Appeal 2013. 


ido Coverage - 
Grandstand Online 


league under more pressure than 
Herbert and Ferguson, and the 
knowledge that one of these two 
sides will sit at the bottom of the 
ladder after the weekend’s match- 
es will provide added incentive to a 
match which is desperately in need 
of catching the public’s attention. 
The side’s fortunes are a far cry 
from those of the two who played 
out a heart-stopping extratime 
thriller deep into last season’s play- 
offs. 

How the teams — and Auckland’s 
football public — could do with a 
similar show this weekend. 
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1. Mathew Ryan 
2. Daniel McBreen 

3. Joshua Rose 

5. Zachary Anderson 

6. Patrick Zwaanswijk 
7. John Hutchinson 

9. Bernie Ibini 

11. Oliver Bozanic 

13. Brent Griffiths 

14. Michael McGlinchey 
15. Brad McDonald 

16. Trent Sainsbury 

17. Anthony Caceres 
19. Mitchell Duke 

20. Justin Pasfield (Gk) 
21. Mile Sterjovski 

(One to be omitted) 


Ins: 15. Brad McDonald (Promoted), 
16. Trent Sainsbury (Returns from 
injury), 17. Anthony Caceres, 21. 
Mile Sterjovski (Both promoted) 


Outs: 4. Pedj Bojic (Hip Flexor 

- 1 week), 18. Nick Montgomery 
(Suspended — 1 week), 29. Nick 
Fitzgerald (Gentleman’s Agreement 
- 1 week) 


Unavailable: 4. Pedj Bojic (Hip Flex- 
or — 1 week), 18. Nick Montgomery 
(Suspended - 1 week), 22. James 
Oates (Ankle - 4 weeks), 23. Adam 
Kwasnik (Knee — Season), 29. Nick 
Fitzgerald (Gentleman’s Agreement 
- 1 week) 


Glory Line Up 


1.Danny Vukovic (gk) 
2.Jack Clisby 
5.Steve Pantelidis 
6.Nick Ward 

8.Dean Heffernan 
10.Liam Miller 
11.Adrian Zahra 
12.Ryo Nagai 
13.Travis Dodd 
14.Steven McGarry 
15.Brandon O’Neill 
17.Chris Harold 
19.Josh Risdon 
21.Scott Jamison 
23.Michael Thwaite 
30 Lewis Italiano (gk) 
(One to be omitted) 


Ins: 8.Dean Heffernan (re- 
turns from injury), 10.Liam 
Miller, 19.Josh Risdon 
(both return from suspen- 
sion) 


Outs: 24.Storm Roux 


Unavailable: 7. Jacob 
Burns (back — 1 week), 
9.Shane Smeltz (hip -1 
week) 
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1. Ben Kennedy (gk) 
2. Scott Neville 

3. Zenon Caravella 
4. Josh Mitchell 

7. James Brown 

8. Ruben Zadkovich 
9. Emile Heskey 

11. Connor Chapman 
12. Josh Brillante 

14. Taylor Regan 

15. Craig Goodwin 
17. James Virgili 

18. Jacob Pepper 

19. Michael Bridges 
20. Mark Birighitti (gk) 
22. Adam Taggart 

23. Ryan Griffiths 

25. Mitch Cooper 

26. Andrew Hoole. 


Ins: 4. Josh Mitchell (returns 
from suspension), 8. Ruben 
Zadkovich (returns from 
suspension), 26. Andrew Hoole, 
18. Jacob Pepper, 19. Michael 
Bridges, 25. Mitch Cooper (all 
elevated). 


Outs: Sam Gallaway (sus- 
pended), Jobe Wheelhouse 
(Released) 


Unavailable: Ben Kantarovski 
(knee), Dominik Ritter (ham- 
string). 


- — 
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MELBOURNE 


Victory Line Up 


1. Tando Velaphi (GK) 
2. Matthew Foschini 
3. Adama Traore 

5. Mark Milligan 

6. Leigh Broxham 

8. Jonathan Bru 

9. Marcos Flores 

10. Archie Thompson 
11. Marco Rojas 

14. Billy Celeski 

18. Francesco Stella 
22. Jesse Makarounas 
23. Adrian Leijer 
24.Nick Ansell 

26. Andrew Nabbout 
31. Scott Galloway 
39. Nathan Coe (GK) 
(Two to be omitted) 


Ins: 2. Matthew Foschini, 
22. Jesse Makarounas, 
31. Scott Galloway (all 
promoted) 


Outs: 13. Diogo Fer- 
reira (suspended), 25. Luke 
O'DEA (injured) 


Unavailable: 7. Gui Finkler 


By Shaun Dyas 


The Newcastle Jets face Sydney 
FC in this round of A-league 
matches, but all anybody is 
talking about is the return of 
one man, Joel Griffiths. 

The former golden boy returns 
for his first competitive fixture 
since his transfer to Beijing. The 
only unfortunate thing for the fans 
is that he is returning for Sydney 
FC, not Newcastle. 

Griffiths is well known in the 
Hunter for being the main man 
in the Jets title winning season of 
the A-League, scoring goals at will 
as he took out the Johnny Warren 
medal on the way to the champi- 
onship. 

Adding more intrigue to the con- 
test is the fact that fellow title win- 
ner with the Jets that season, his 
brother Adam, also plays for Syd- 
ney FC, while their brother Ryan 
has been an integral member of 
the Jets side for the past couple of 
seasons. 

While it will be great for the three 
brothers to resume competitive 
action on the field, there is still the 
important factor of 3 points to be 
fought for between the sides. 

The ladder is as tight as ever in 
the push for the final 2 play-off 
positions and with a victory in this 
game Sydney can overtake the 
Jets and claim a place in the top 6. 
The sky blues will look to the 
influence of their marquee man 
Alessandro Del Piero to unlock 
the Jets improving defence. 


Del Piero has really hit his stride 
in the past couple of weeks and he 
now has the pace and ability to get 
in behind defences of Griffiths, 
meaning that Sydney are now a 
much bigger threat in attack. 

It will be interesting to see how 
they match up against a much 
improved Jets rearguard. The Jets 
had gone over 350 minutes with- 
out conceding a goal until Louis 
Fenton scored for Wellington last 
weekend. 

The performance of the Jets 
backline in recent weeks, namely 
Taylor Regan and Connor Chap- 
man has been instrumental in the 
Jets not having lost in the past 4 


rounds. 

Another valuable inclusion will 
be the return of inspirational mid- 
fielder Ruben Zadkovich. He has 
been in phenomenal form this 
season, showing new found matu- 
rity to go along with his all action 
game. 

He is reportedly close to re-sign- 
ing with the club which will give 
the Jets a further boost as they 
look to make the finals and have 
an impact if they get there. 

Along with Josh Brillante they 
have been able to block the pass- 
ing lanes of opposition sides and 
this may be crucial on the week- 
end. 


www. goalweekly.com 


The Odds 


| Jets 2.10 
| Draw 3.60 
a SFC 3.40 


Sydney have been disrupted in de- 
fence for much of the season and 
if the midfield duo for the home 
side can stop the forward thrusts 
of the sky blues then they should 
have enough quality in their front 
third to score. 

If the Jets manage to win on the 
weekend they will chalk up a 
hat-trick of victories over the sky 
blues this season. It appears the 
most likely result. 


Kiss of Death 
Jets 2-1 SFC 


Melbourne Victory v Melbourne Heart; Sat Feb 02 Etihad Stadium 7:45pm 


By Andrew Bishara 


It was funny; the ‘Big Blue’ 
derby was a sell-out with the 
audience keen to sell Italian 
superstar Del Piero, but they 
left talking about Marco Rojas. 
Liverpool and Juventus talent 
scouts were in town to take 
in the ‘Kiwi Messi’ with Ange 
Postecoglou admitting that his 
performance was up there. 

“Yeah, he was really good to- 
night,” a_ satisfied Postecoglou 
said. “There’s obviously a lot of 
pressure on him, when you talk 
to Marco, he’s not fazed by any- 
thing” 

Rojas has been Victory’s best 
player this season and that has 
meant his future has been up in 
the air, will all signs pointing to his 
departure. That’s biggest concern 
surrounding the Victory now: will 
the Melbourne club sell him now 
for a price or will they let him leave 
for free at the end of the season? 
Both outcomes aren’t good for the 
Victory, but given their current 
state (second favourites for the 
title, you can say) it would best if 
they keep him, as he’s one their 
match winners. And come the 
season’s end, his departure won’t 
be as badly felt, with time to get 
replacements. 

Across the town, the Heart has had 
an early departure than planned. 
Vince Grella, has announced his 
retirement after picking up an in- 
jury in his first and only game for 


the club over the Australia Day 
weekend. 

This is blow for the Heart, as they 
looked to him as someone who 
could lead them on the pitch with 
his experience — which is some- 
thing the Heart definitely need 
during the final run. 

Heart boss, John Aloisi lavished 
praise on the “brilliant contribu- 
tor”. 

“He deserved an opportunity to 
see if he could resurrect his career 
and we are proud that we were 
able to give him that chance. We 
always knew it was going to be a 
risk, but for me, it was certainly a 
risk worth taking.” 

With Heart’s away form being 


dreadful, Aloisi is hoping that be- 
ing back at home will spark his 
side. 

“We've got to look forward be- 
cause we've got the derby and the 
good thing about that is, in Mel 
bourne, we seem to perform well,” 
Aloisi said. 

Which makes this last Melbourne 
derby of the season an important 
and hot contest. Why? Simple, 
there are only nine rounds of the 
season; its crunch time, with both 
Melbournians teams needing the 
points. 

Postecoglou’s boys are now in the 
hunt for a top two finish and with 
Adelaide’s drop off form (and John 
Kosmina’s resignation), there is a 


The Odds 


Victory 1.70 
Draw 4.00 
Heart 5.00 


very good chance for success. 

As for Aloisi’s men, they have a 
tough challenge, hanging on the fi- 
nals place by a point. Their irregu- 
lar form has cost them lately, after 
a decent run of victories late/early 
in the year. What better match to 
recapture their form? 

And that could be difference, with 
Victory in a winning run; Heart 
struggling to put some consistent 
(and decent performances) its 
looks like another victory for the 
blue side of Melbourne, but only 
just. 


Kiss of Death 
Victory 2-1iHeart 
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FC 
Sydney FC Line Up 


1. lvan Necevski (gk) 

2. Sebastian Ryall 

5. Nathan Sherlock 

6. Jason Culina 

8. Adam Griffiths 

9. Paul Reid 

10. Alessandro Del Piero 
12. Blake Powell 

15. Terry McFlynn 

16. Joel Chianese 

17. Terry Antonis 

18. Trent McClenahan 
20. Vedran Janjetovic (gk) 
22. Ali Abbas 

23. Rhyan Grant 

26. Peter Triantis 

28. Aaron Calver 

29. Joel Griffiths 

(Three to be omitted) 


Ins: 9. Paul Reid (promoted), 17. 
Terry Antonis (promoted), 1. Ivan 
Necevski (returns from injury), 28. 
Aaron Calver (promoted), 8. Adam 
Griffiths (returns from injury), 26. 
Peter Triantis (promoted), 5. Na- 
than Sherlock (promoted), 16. Joel 
Chianese (returns from injury) 


Outs: Matthew Nash (end of short 
term injury replacement contract) 
Fabio (suspended, 1 week), Tiago 
Calvano (suspended, 1 week) 


Unavailable: Yairo Yau (inter- 
national duty, 1 week), Pascal 
Bosschaart (heel, season), Kruno 
Lovrek (knee, 8 weeks), Brett 
Emerton (back, 1 week) 


MELBOURNE 


HEART 


Heart Line Up 


1.Clint Bolton (Gk) 

3. Cameron Edwards 
6. Patrick Gerhardt 

8. Matthew Thompson 
10. Josip Tadic 

11. Richard Garcia 

13. Jonatan Germano 
14. Golgol Mebrahtu 
15. David Williams 

18. David Vrankovic 
19. Ben Garuccio 

20. Andrew Redmayne (GK) 
22. Nick Kalmar 

24. Sam Mitchinson 
25. Jeremy Walker 

26. Ersin Kaya 

27. Stefan Mauk 

36. Eli Babalj 

(Three to be omitted) 


Ins: 3. Cameron Edwards, 14. 
Golgol Mebrathu, 19. Ben Garuc- 
cio, 24. Sam Mitchinson, 26. Ersin 
Kaya, 27. Stefan Mauk 


Outs: 17. Jason Hoffman (sus- 
pended - five cautions), 31. Vince 
Grella (retired) 


Unavailable: 4. Simon Colosimo 
(calf - two weeks), 5.Fred (quad 
strain — two weeks), 9. Dylan Ma- 
callister (adductor - two weeks), 
23.Mate Dugandzic (broken foot 
— season) 
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Adelaide Utd Line Up 


1.Eugene Galekovic (gk) (c) 
3.Nigel Boogaard 
4.Jon McKain 

5.lain Fyfe 

6.Cassio 

8.Marcelo Carrusca 
10.Dario Vidosic 
11.Bruce Djite 
12.Antony Golec 
14.Cameron Watson 
16.Daniel Bowles 
17.lain Ramsay 
18.Fabian Barbiero 
19.Jake Barker-Daish 
20.Paul Izzo (gk) 
23.Evan Kostopoulos 
(one to be omitted) 


Ins: 5. lain Fyfe (promoted), 
11. Bruce Djite (returns 
from injury) 


Outs: 21. Jeronimo 
Neumann (suspended - 1 
match) 


Unavailable: Fabio Ferreira 
(groin - 3 weeks) 


By Luca Cetta 


Adelaide United were shocked 
by the news John Kosmina re- 
signed from his post as Coach 
with immediate effect. They 
must bounce back at Hind- 
marsh Stadium when they face 
in-form Western Sydney Wan- 
derers. 

Adelaide looked out of sorts last 
weekend, convincingly going down 
in the top of the table clash against 
Central Coast Mariners. Despite 
taking the lead through Dario Vi- 
dosic, the Reds looked second best 
and were eventually pegged back. 
Mitchell Duke scored a brace, be- 
fore Michael McGlinchey netted 
the sealer for the Mariners with 
two minutes remaining. 

“There’s a reason they’re top and 
we're not,” said Kosmina, after 
what would prove to be his final 
match in charge. “Having said that 
we turned the ball over way too 
cheaply in the first half. We de- 
fended with desperation, Eugene 
made a couple of good stops but if 
you keep turning the ball over like 
that you're going to build pressure 
on yourself and eventually you’re 
going to start to feel the pinch 
physically and mentally.” 

While first spot has seemingly 
slipped from the grasp, the Reds 
remain well within Finals conten- 
tion. However, they currently sit 
fourth - behind Melbourne Vic- 
tory Western Sydney, their next 
two opponents. Should Adelaide 
fail to pick up maximum points 
from at least one clash, they will 


see their chances of hosting a final 
dissipate. 

Kosmina resigned on the weekend 
and interim boss Michael Valkanis 
is looking for squad unity following 
a difficult period. He has an issue 
in attack given Bruce Djjite is in- 
jured and Jeronimo Neumann sus- 
pended. Marcelo Carrusca could 
feature from the start after shaking 
off an injury problem. 

Western Sydney made it seven 
wins from their past nine matches 
with a slender single goal victory 
over Melbourne Heart on Satur- 
day. Playing with 10 men for more 
than 70 minutes after Jermoe Po- 
lenz’s early dismissal, the Wander- 


ers displayed steely determination 
to earn the three points. Shinji Ono 
converted a penalty with 17 min- 
utes remaining. 

Defender Nikolai Topor-Stanley 
says the win signified the Wander- 
ers mental strength. “It was tough 
work,” he noted. “It was not ideal 
having a man sent off in the early 
stages in the match but the boys 
showed we were more than up for 
the game with a great performance 
and a gutsy win.” 

The Wanderers have fond memo- 
ries of their last meeting with Ad- 
elaide United, as they thumped the 
Reds 6-1 in a pre-Christmas blitz. 
However, their first trip to South 


Knee Injury ends Kwasnik’s Soc Sah 


contrat coast 
Rin 


Central Coast Mari- 
ners striker Adam 
Kwasnik has been 
ruled out for the 
rest of the A-League 
season with a knee 
injury sustained last week. 
With attacking midfielder Tom 
Rogic having left the Mariners 

for Celtic earlier this month, 
Kwasnik’s injury further weakens 
Graham Arnold’s options in the 
forward third of the pitch. 

In a statement released on Thurs- 
day, Central Coast have confirmed 
Kwasnik will have surgery on 
Monday. 

Kwasnik did not play this season 
until New Year’s Eve when he 
started in Central Coast’s 1-0 win 
over Perth Glory as Arnold looked 
for a way to cover Rogic’s absence, 
who was out through suspension. 
That appearance was the first of 
four in a row for the 29-year-old 
striker thanks to Rogic’s ban and 
subsequent transfer to Celtic. 

Rogic’s departure looked to have 
opened the door for Kwasnik 
to cement a position with the 
A-League leaders heading into the 
finals but having hurt his knee 
last week, an MRI scan prompted 
the Mariners veteran and Central 
Coast to decide on surgery as the 
best option. 

Kwasnik has played 148 A-League 
matches with Central Coast and 
Wellington Phoenix, scoring 36 
goals. 


x 7 Ruben Zadkovich 
has dismissed 
claims by Sydney 

FC’s Terry McFlynn 


‘that Alessandro Del Piero 


should be given more protec- 
tion by referees. 

Earlier this week McFlynn said 
creative players like Del Piero and 
Melbourne’s Marco Rojas were 
in danger of ending up injured 
because of persistent fouling and 
that it was up to referees to give 
them more protection. 

But Newcastle Jets’ midfielder 
Zadkovich - speaking ahead of the 
teams’ Round 19 clash at Hunter 
Stadium on Saturday - dismissed 
McFlynn’s suggestion. 

“I don’t see why anyone deserves 
protection,” Zadkovich countered 
when asked for his reaction to Mc- 
Flynn’s comments on Wednesday. 

“He (Del Piero) has been good 
enough to score goals in the best 
competitions in the world and he 
has played at the international 
level and done the same thing. 

I am pretty sure he can handle 
himself. 

“I don’t see why the referees 
should be protecting him anymore 
than they should be protecting 
James Virgili (Jets winger). 

“Terry McFlynn is a player who 
loves to get stuck in so it is a little 
bit ironic hearing those comments 


coming from him. 

“But he is a good gamesman and 
he knows how to win matches and 
get the media hype on his side, so 
Iam sure that is just a little bit of 
match play from him.” 

Zadkovich, who was suspended 
from Newcastle’s 1-1 draw with 
the Phoenix last weekend after 
picking up his fifth yellow card of 
the season, will be charged with 
the task of marking the Italian 
maestro this weekend. 

But he denies he will try to foul 
him out of the game. 

“Tt will just be another game for 
me,” Zadkovich said. 

“Obviously Del Piero is one in 
a million, he’s a class player and 
definitely someone we've got to be 
wary of. 

“When I was a kid I used to watch 
him on telly and now I am playing 
on the same pitch as him - it is a 
great experience but I won’t be 
star struck when the whistle goes 


— 


I can tell you that for sure.” 

The Jets midfielder did say it was 
imperative to restrict Del Piero’s 
time on the ball, and is also wary 
of Jason Culina and former Jets 
striker Joel Griffiths, who will be 
playing against his old side for the 
first time in an A-League clash. 

“When you have one good player 
like Del Piero he can cause you 
trouble but when they stick 
another good player like Culina 
in there it becomes a lot harder,” 
Zadkovich said. 

“Joel is a smart player - he knows 
when to make his run. He has 
scored a bundle of goals at this 
ground and he'll be looking to 
prove a point 

“So it will be about not giving Del 
Piero too much time on the ball 
and the boys always being aware 
of where Joel is. 

“Shutting down those two threats 
will probably go a long way 
towards winning the game.” 


Ante Covic (GK) 

2. Shannon Cole 

3. Adam D’Apuzzo 

4. Nikolai Topor-Stanley 
5. Michael Beauchamp 
7. Labinot Haliti 

8. Mateo Poljak 

9. Dino Kresinger 

10. Aaron Mooy 

11. Tarek Elrich 

13. Joey Gibbs 

14. Kwabena Appiah-Kubi 
15. Reece Caira 

16. Rocky Visconte 

17. Youssouf Hersi 

18. Lacopo La Rocca 
19. Mark Bridge 

20. Jerrad Tyson (GK) 
21. Shinji Ono 

23. Jason Trifiro 

(Five to be omitted) 


Australia ended in a 1-0 defeat. 
Wanderers recent away form has 
been impressive, with two succes- 
sive wins on their travels. 

Tony Popovic is without the sus- 
pended Polenz, while Aaron Mooy 
could return to the starting line-up 
after being benched for tactical rea- 
sons last weekend. 

Valkanis will be seeking to put a 
difficult week aside and spur the 
Reds to victory, but given their con- 
cerns in attack and the Wanderers 
form, it will be a tough match for 
the home side. 


Ins: 2. Shannon Cole, 15. 
Reece Caira, 11. Tarek Elrich, 
13. Joey Gibbs, 23. Jason 
Trifiro, 16. Rocky Visconte (all 
promoted) 


Outs: 6. Jerome Polenz (sus- 
pended one match) 


Unavailable: 12. Tahj Min- 
niecon (foot indefinite) 


The Big Blue was a runaway success at AAMI Park on 
Australia Day, and the Victory must now back up in the 
crosstown derby against the red&white half of Melbourne 
town at Etihad Stadium! The Western Sydney Wander- 
ers’ fairytale debut season keeps going from strength to 
strength, to the point that their making a serious title assault 
isn’t a farfetched proposition at all...on the national-team 
front, the recent move of Aziz Behich to Turkey’s Bursaspor should be good 
for him, as hopefully will Mile Jedinak’s mooted switch to Stoke City should it 
eventuate. Certainly Holger Osieck will run the rule over the European-based 
contingent in the lead-up to Australia’s friendly against Romania, so clearly now 
is the time for them to impress him with good club performances. 


Kossie, God love him, has 

always been a maverick 

and oft-divisive rascal of 

sorts within Oz football 

circles for as long as 

he's been involved 

with the game, first as 
a player in the ‘80s and ever since as an 
NSL/A-League coach...but the recent sham- 
bolism over at Adelaide United can be said to 
throw up as many questions about his profes- 
sional integrity as it does about the board he has such 
a bugbear with. No doubt some will point to the fact the AUFC _ hierarchy is 
exclusively-made up of ‘non-football’ people and thus in itself anathema to John 
Kosmina’s MO but given the fact a strong and stable Adelaide United is certainly 
imperative to the A-League’s ongoing growth and success, here's hoping that 
one way or another the club can move on successfully from this turn of events... 
whereas for his part, it surely won't be too long before John Kosmina is again a 
figure of note within the A-League’s coaching fraternity. - Alvaro Rodriguez 


Congratulations to Ashburton Womens Soccer Club for being 
selected as the Goals For Grassroots junior club for Round 18. By 
virtue of Melbourne Victory scoring 3 goals this round, the club 
received a $4000 grant courtesy of Hyundai. To nominate your club 


2 PIECE 
PLAYING SETS 


ONLY $25 


* HIGH QUALITY -QUICK DRYING -BREATHABLE PLAYING KITS 
> MULTIPLE COLOUR COMBINATIONS AVAILABLE 


ING SET 


FULLY CUSTOMISED KITS DELIVERED DIRECT 
TO YOUR DOOR - READY FOR PLAY. 


CALL US TODAY 1800 730 739 


visit www.goalsforgrassroots.com.au 
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pelada.com.au 


> GREAT DEALS 
ON FOOTBALL 
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All The World Is Football Shaped De 


The PFA Column 
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Simon Colosimo 


Saluting A 
Living Legend 


Following the retirement 

of long-term friend, team- 
mate and colleague Vincenzo 
Grella from professional foot- 
ball, PFA President Simon 
Colosimo takes a time-out to 
reflect upon Vincenzo’s fan- 
tastic career and contribution 
to Australian football. 

On 16 November 2005, immedi- 
ately after Australia qualified for 
the 2006 World Cup, Vincenzo 
made a statement about what 
it meant to him to overcome 
Uruguay and have the opportu- 
nity to represent his country at 
the biggest stage of all, the FIFA 
World Cup. 

“My first dream as a young play- 
er was to play in the world cup 
for my country, and my second 
was to play in Italy. Iam a very 
lucky person. I'll make sure that 
I honour the shirt in every game 
that I play”. 

And every time Vincenzo put 
the shirt on for his country, he 
did just that. 

Looking back at the days of 
getting a train straight from 
school to training in Richmond 
while on scholarship at the VIS, 
to waking up for morning gym 
sessions at 6am so we could fit 
in our high school commitments 
whilst at the AIS, Vincenzo has 
always been the player that will 
go beyond what is required to 
succeed, and succeed he did: 


From Springvale to superstardom: Vince Grella in action for the 
Socceroos against Italy at the 2006 World Cup Finals in Germany. 


Australia (U20) - 11 
Australia (U23 Olyroos) — 17 
Australia (Socceroos) — 46 


Club Career Appearances: 


95-96: Springvale City — 16 
96-97: Canberra Cosmos — 14 
(1 goal) 

97-98: Carlton — 23 (1 goal) 
98-04: Empoli — 60 (1 goal); 
99-01 Ternana (loan) 

04-07: Parma — 92 (2 goals) 
07-08: Torino — 28 (1 goal) 
08-12: Blackburn Rovers — 38 
12-13: Melbourne Heart - 1 


Vincenzo commanded respect. 
Whether it be from his AIS 
teammates or those from some 
of the biggest clubs in the world. 
This was not only because of his 
work rate and what he produced 
as a footballer on the field, it was 
evident in the changing rooms, 
press areas, in PFA Executive 
meetings and best of all over a 
coffee (or glass of Italian Vino), 
where his ‘Say it as it is attitude’ 
was always delivered and 
received with respect. 

Even over the last few months 
that Vincenzo has spent at Mel- 
bourne Heart you could still see 
all that determination in every 


session that he did. He has kept 
that passion and desire to give 
his all in every training session 
or game throughout his wonder- 
fully successful career. 
Vincenzo has a strong desire to 
help young Aussie footballers 
transition and succeed in the 
best leagues in Europe. His pas- 
sion to help ‘the little guy’ says 
a lot for the kind of person he is. 
Having said that, he will not be 
the one blowing smoke up any 
young player’s backside, Vince 
will not shy away from telling a 
young player how it is, and this 
why so much can be learned 
from him. 

Vince may no longer have his 
boots on, but his passion for the 
game and to help young players 
fulfill their dreams will continue. 
The way he has contributed and 
conducted himself as part of the 
PFA Executive has been invalu- 
able, and is testament to the way 
Vincenzo commits himself to 
everything he puts his mind to. 
The PFA’s core values are 
COURAGE, WORLD CLASS, 
INTELLIGENCE, TRUST & 
RESPECT. These are the words 
that describe Vincenzo, not only 
as a footballer but most impor- 
tantly as a person. 
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Under 8 to 18s - Boys 


’ ge, Day 3: Satur N 
age, Day 4: Sun ’ Ma 


“Semi 


inals Day: Saturday, 23 March 2013 


Cup Grand Final Day: Sunday, 24 March 2013 


All games to be played at Cairnlea Park 
Kevin Flint Reserve, Furlong Road, Cairnlea. 


Under 14, 16 & 18s - Girls 


Kick a goal for SHENIZ 


TO REGISTER OR BE INVOLVED 
CALL 0412 225 775 OR EMAIL YADAL@ADCOM.COM.AU 


Nut-Meg Dept. 
Boo’s World 


By Mark Boric 


It wasn’t just a big week, it was a 
huge week in football. Treachery, 
tragedy and plenty of other stuff 
as well. 

Drama aplenty in Pissant 
Town as John Kosmina resigned 
as coach of Adelaide United. 
Kossie wasn’t feeling the love as 
he sought to sign a new contract. 
Adelaide’s owners were a bit wary 
of handing out contracts after the 
expensive Rini Coolen debacle, so 
he walked after feeling the lack 
of faith the board seemed to have 
in him going forward. Amongst 
this would be a myriad of behind 
the scenes issues that have yet to 


come to the surface, but you don’t 
win a set of steak knives for figur- 
ing out what they could involve. 

Sadly, the comeback of Vince 
Grella was to prove all too brief. 
He announced his retirement a few 
days after his debut for Melbourne 
Heart, injuries curtailing the ca- 
reer of one of the great Socceroos. 
He didn’t come back for the 
money, he did it to try and help a 
mate. It has not ended on the best 
of notes, but all true football fans 
should stand and salute a warrior 
on a magnificent career. 

The transfer window exodus 
continues, with Perth’s Bas van 
den Brink off to India and Heart’s 
Socceroo Aziz Behich heading to 
Turkey. Do some of these clubs 
know there is still a Finals series 
to come? 

Speaking of Finals, it was the 
Grand Final of the W-League on 
Sunday with Sydney FC emerging 
as Champions with a 3-1 defeat of 
Melbourne Victory. Didn’t catch 
the presentation, so I’m not sure if 
the girls get a trophy similar to the 
toilet seat motif of the A-League 
one. If it is, it better be in the 
downward position. The diving 
header from Sam Kerr to put 
Sydney 2-1 up was a sensational 


— f 


SSeS Sl 


The view you didn’t see on the ABC as over 4000 watched the W-League Grand Final. Photo: ANITA MILAS 


highlight, the game being filmed 
from opposite the closed grand- 
stand the lowlight. 

Melbourne Heart will be 
fielding a Youth team in the FFV 
State League Division Two North 
West in the upcoming season. 
They will make it a thirteen team 
league, playing their fixtures 
midweek. There seems to have 
been little consultation with the 
clubs involved, who only learned 
of this development when the 
fixtures were released. The FFV 
rules regarding affiliation and 


league placement must have 

been abandoned long ago, and it 
remains uncertain if all the clubs 
have lights capable of hosting their 
midweek game with Heart. 

Looks like little has changed. 

The Big Blue (Victory v 
Sydney, not Geale v Mundine) was 
action aplenty. The Melbourne 
side was dominant, before a slight 
Sydney revival when the game 
was all but over. It was not quite 
a full house, as a few hundred of 
the overseas scouts to cast their 
eye over Marco Rojas missed their 


flights. Alessandro Del Piero and 
Joel Griffiths did their best Kevin 
Muscat impressions, often double- 
teaming in their harrassment of 
the referee. 

On Friday night, Central Coast 
were pretty impressive as they 
defeated Adelaide in what would 
prove to be Kossie’s swansong. 
Tom Rogic waved goodbye to 
the fans before heading off to 
Celtic. The giant inflatable sauce 
bottles were conspicuous by their 
absence, perhaps removed with 
the approaching Superstorms 


in mind, or maybe sold off to 

a Chinese Super League club. 
Maybe Tom wants to keep them as 
a souvenir. 

Just after the FFA crackdown 
on flare use, the Wanderers went 
mental with a crazy amount of 
fireworks on Saturday night. It was 
said they were from a neighbour- 
ing Australia Day celebration, but 
I wouldn’t be buying that excuse. 
There was a similar display at 
the Perth Glory v Brisbane Roar 
game, which outraged a few fans 
who were woken up by them 
after having fallen asleep during 
another dire game. 


Central Coast Mariners 3.40 


Melbourne Victory oils 
West Sydney Wanderers 8.00 
Adelaide United 13.0 
Brisbane Roar 13.0 
Newcastle Jets 17.0 
Sydney FC 17.0 
Melbourne Heart 26.0 
Perth Glory 26.0 
Wellington Phoenix 51.0 


GET CONNECTED TO MELBOURNE VICTORY! 


facebook.com/gomvfc 


twitter.com/gomvfc 


youtube.com/gomvfc 


melbournevictory.com.au 


oO W-League Wrap 


Sydney FC Crowned Westfield W-League 


Grand Final Review 


By Roy Hay 


Sydney FC won its second West- 
eld W-League Championship 
after defeating Melbourne Vic- 
ory 3-1 in a dominant display 
at AAMI Park on Sunday. 
In a high quality match of contrast- 
ng styles Sydney thoroughly de- 
served their win, the first time a 
eam has come from fourth place 
after the home and away matches 
‘o win the championship. A crowd 
of 4181, dominated by Victory fans, 
as disappointed but kept up their 
support to the end and Danielle 
Johnson, the skipper described the 
occasion as ‘great fun’. Not some- 
hing you often hear from a losing 
captain. 
ictory had a good early spell but 
hen Sydney responded with quick 
breaks in succession as the home 
eam’s more measured build-up 
as often ended by a poor choice 
of pass or a turnover in a tackle. 
Sydney got a goal their rapid ap- 
roach play deserved after 26 min- 
tes, but it was the result of a de- 
ensive error by Victory. Rebekah 
Stott was caught facing her own 
goal and gave a short pass back 
‘o keeper Brianna Davey, who was 
orced to play the ball first time 
ith her feet and it cannoned off 
he onrushing Nicola Bolger and 
over the goal-line. There was nearly 
a carbon copy not long afterwards 
but this time Davey managed to 
scramble the ball away. 
ictory’s equaliser came in the 
A0th minute after Stephanie Catley 
as fouled about 35 metres out. 
Petra Larsson sent her free kick in 
off the post with keeper Shamiran 
Khamis unable to reach the ball 
despite a frantic dive across goal. 
It was the only time the Sydney 
custodian was beaten and she and 
young Davey put on brilliant dis- 
lays, assisted by their respective 
defences. The first half ended at 
one-all but Sydney looked the more 
enacing side. 
hree minutes after the break came 
one of the goals of the year so far 
hen Kyah Simon sprinted down 
he right wing and sent a cross 
over the Victory defence towards 
he far post. Samantha Kerr threw 
erself at the ball and scored with 
a decisive diving header. Khamis 
denied Victory another equaliser 
ith a point-blank save from Enza 
Barilla in 59 minutes. At the other 
end Davey was equally brilliant 
in tipping over a Simon shot in 66 
ninutes. 
he game opened up as a players 
ired and showed clear signs of 
cramp. Sydney’s Larissa Crummer 
ad just come on as substitute, 
eplacing Natalie Tobin when she 
sprinted on to a loose ball deep in 
he Victory half. Her speed carried 
er past Maika Ruyter-Hooley who 
brought her down, leaving referee 
Kate Jacewicz no option but to is- 
sue a red card as well as the penalty 
ick. Simon blasted the ball home 
hen tried to quieten the home sup- 
ort with her celebratory gesture. 
Needless to say it did not work, but 
t was a nice piece of theatre. 
Kyah Simon won the player of the 
atch award and joked afterwards 
hat she was disappointed that she 
adn’t achieved the goal she set 


herself of scoring a hat-trick. She 
was more pleased with the team 
performance and the result. For 
Victory this proved one step too 
far, but showed that the team is 
improving year by year, despite the 
personnel changes which have dis- 
rupted the last part of the season. 
The team will have to add variety in 
attack and speed up its transitional 
play if it is to go to the next level 
and win the title next season. But 
all those who took part today can 
be proud of their efforts, skill and 
commitment. Among those enjoy- 
ing the action was Matilda Sally 
Shiphard, who was itching to get 
out there to take part in the spec- 
tacle. 


ble 
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Sydney captain, Kyah Simon, is ecstatic after making it 3-1 from 
gamePhoto: JOHN PUNSHON 


Sam Kerr begins the celebrations after scoring Sydney’s second 
goal. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON (above) & ANITA MILAS (left). 
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the spot to shut Victory out late in the 


Grand Final Details 


Sydney FC 3 (Nicola Bolger 25, Sam Kerr 
48, Kyah Simon 85) 

Melbourne Victory 1 (Petra Larsson 41) 
AAMI Park 

Referee: Kate Jacewicz 

Crowd: 4181 


Sydney FC: 20. Sham Khamis, 2. Teresa 
Polias, 3. Elizabeth Ralston, 4. Sam Kerr, 
7. Nicola Bolger (13. Larissa Crummer 
‘80), 9. Caitlin Foord, 10. Renee Rollason, 
11. Annalie Longo (18. Brittany Whitfield 
‘92) 12. Chloe Logarzo (6. Natalie Tobin 
‘86), 14. Alanna Kennedy, 17. Kyah 
Simon. 

Subs Not Used: 8. Amy Harrison, 1. Sian 
Mclaren (Gk). 


Melbourne Victory: 1. Brianna Davey, 2. 
Danielle Johnson, 3. Maika Ruyter-Hooley, 
4. Rebekah Stott, 5. Laura Spiranovic, 6. 
Petra Larsson, 7. Stephanie Catley, 10. 
Jessica Mcdonald (23. Jessica Humble 
‘73), 14. Enza Barilla, 15. Amy Johnson, 
17. Gulcan Koca. 

Subs Not Used: 9. Tiffany Eliadis, 11. Cait- 
lin Friend, 18. Cindy Lay, 20. Cassandra 
Dimovski (Gk). 

Red Card: Maika Ruyter-Hooley 86. 


Semi-Finals Review 


W-League Standings 
PWDLFADP 
1282228 15 13 26 
1273234 20 14 24 
1272326 14 1223 
12624 30 24 6 20 
12534 25 205 18 
1241719 23-413 
12138 15 33-186 
1220 10 1240-286 


1 Brisbane Roar 

2 Perth Glory 

3 Melbourne Victory 
4 Sydney FC 

5 Canberra United 
6 WS Wanderers 

7 Newcastle Jets 

8 Adelaide United 


It’s the end of the game for Victory’s Maika Ruyter-Hooley as refer- 
ee Kate Jaciewicz shows her the red card Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 
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Soccer Sideshow | A Little Bit of This, The 


Couch Potetio ar) 
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SBS ONE 
Sunday February 3rd : 
10:30 am FIFA World Cup 2014 | 
Magazine 

11:00 am FIFA Futbol Mundial 


Monday February 4th 
4:30pm _— FIFA Futbol Mundial 
11:00 pm The World Game 


Thursday February 7th : 
5:15 am Football International: 
Netherlands v Italy - from Am- 
sterdam Arena, Amsterdam, Nether- | 
lands. 


SBS TWO 
Monday February 4th 
9:30pm The World Game 


SETANTA 


SPGRTS 


FRIDAY 1ST FEBRUARY 

npower Championship Round 29 
Leicester v Wolves 6:40am 

SPL Round 25 Highlights Show 
8:45am ‘st Airing 

Bundesliga Round 20 Preview Show 
7:30pm ‘st Airing 


SATURDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 
Bundesliga Round 20 Bremen v Han-_ 
nover 6:25am 

Blue Square Premier Round 32 Ebb- 
sfleet v Macclesfield 8:30am 1st Airing 
Copa Libertadores First Stage 2nd Leg : 
Highlights Show 7:30pm 1st Airing : 
Scottish Cup Round 5 Dundee United 
v Rangers 11:40pm 


: Tuesday 05th February 2013 
: 09:30 am Liverpool TV 


: Friday 08th February 
: 07:30 am Football: Liverpool TV 


|< 1) (SPORTS 


: ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

: Times listed are 7 minutes prior to 
: kick-offs. 

English Premier League 


: WEEK 26 


: Sat Feb 2 QPR v Norwich 

: 11.38 pm Fox 1 

‘Sun Feb 3 Newcastle v Chelsea 
: 1.53 am Fox 1 

' Sun Feb 3 Arsenal v Stoke 
1.53 am Viewers Choice 


Sun Feb 3 Everton v Aston Villa 


1.53 am Viewers Choice 
: Sun Feb 3 Reading v Sunderland 
1.53 am Viewers Choice 


: Sun Feb 3 West Ham v Swansea 


SUNDAY 3RD FEBRUARY 

npower Championship Round 29 
Leeds v Cardiff 1:55am 

Bundesliga Round 20 Hamburg v 
Frankfurt 4:25am 

Eredivisie Round 21 PSV v Den Haag 
6:40am 

Bundesliga Round 20 Mainz v Bayern: 
Munich 8:45am ‘st Airing 

npower League One Round 32 Craw- 
ley v Swindon 10:35am 1st Airing 
Scottish Cup Round 5 Raith v Celtic 
11:40pm 


MONDAY 4TH FEBRUARY 

Scottish Cup Round 5 Hibernian v 
Aberdeen 2:25am 

Bundesliga Round 20 Leverkusen v 
Dortmund 4:25am 1st Airing 
Eredivisie Round 21 Twente v Utrecht 
8:00am ‘st Airing 

Eredivisie Round 21 VVV v Ajax 
9:50am ‘st Airing 

Bundesliga Round 20 Nuremburg v 
Monchengladbach 11:40am ‘st Airing 


Bundesliga Round 20 Highlights Show : 


7:00pm ‘st Airing 


TUESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY 


npower League Two Round 32 Gilling- 
ham v Wycombe 6:40am 

npower Championship Round 29 
Highlights Show 7:00pm ‘st Airing 


Eredivisie Round 21 Highlights Show : 


7:30pm ‘st Airing 


THURSDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 


International Friendly England v Brazil 


6:45am 


FRIDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 


Bundesliga Round 21 Preview Show | 


7:00pm ‘st Airing 


2.45 am 


1.53 am Viewers Choice 
' Sun Feb 3 Wigan v Southampton 
9.30 am DELAY (Fox 1) 
- Sun Feb 3 Fulham v Manchester Utd 
4.23 am Fox 1 
: Mon Feb 4 West Brom v Tottenham 
12.23 am Fox 4 
Mon Feb 4 Man City v Liverpool 

Fox 1 


: Hyundai A-League 
: All games 


-Fri Feb 1 Brisbane v Central Coast 


- 8.00 pm Fox 1 
: Sat Feb 2 Wellington v Perth 
:3.00 pm Fox 1 
: Sat Feb 2 Newcastle v Sydney 
-§.30 pm Fox 1 
Sat Feb 2 Melb Victory v Melb Heart 
:7.45 pm Fox 1 
Sun Feb 3 Adelaide v Western Sydney 
5.00 pm Fox 1 
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Roar 
Phoenix 
Jets 
Victory 
Draw 


Last week: 3 > 
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Mariners 
Perth 

Jets 
Victory 
Wanderers 


Last week: 3 


VPL COUNTDOWN 


BRANDON GALGANO takes an 
insider’s view into the lives of the 
Victorian Premier League clubs 
as they prepare for the upcoming 
2013 season. 


CLUB: Southern Stars FC 
VPL Titles: Nil 

Last Title: Vic State League 
Division 2 2010 

Head Coach: Zaya Younan 
Position Last Season: 10th 


To say its been a turbulent 
offseason for last seasons 
Victorian Premier League 
surprise package South- 
ern Stars FC would be an 
understatement. Following 
the loss of almost the entire 
first team squad from a 
successful 2012 campaign, 
Southern Stars FC will look 
to youth in the upcoming 
2013 season in the hopes 
of once again attaining VPL 
survival. 


Following the conclusion of the 
2012 season there have been a 
number of changes at the club 
with former coach Dean Hen- 
nessey and his backroom staff 
replaced by former Richmond 
assistant Zaya Younan as head 
coach for the 2013 season. This 
appointment has been followed 
up with the addition of former 
Dandenong Thunder assistant 
Gus Caminos who has been 
appointed as his deputy for the 
upcoming campaign. 

After three weeks of Pre Sea- 
son training, newly appointed 
first team head coach Zaya You- 
nan is ‘happy’ with the status of 
his still very large squad which 
he hopes to ‘trim down over the 
next few weeks’. With Yianni 
Galanos and Hailil Gur the only 


Round 19: / 


Roar (1) Mariners (5) Draw (2) - Phoenix (5) Glory FC (2) Draw (1) - Jets (6) SFC (1) Draw (1) - Victory (8) Heart (0) Draw (0) - Adelaide (0) Wanderers (3) Draw (5) 
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Phoenix 
Jets 
Victory 
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Victory 
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Draw 
Phoenix 
Draw 
Victory 
Draw 


Last week: 1 


Mariners 
Perth 

Jets 
Victory 
Wanderers 


Last week: 3 
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Mariners 
Draw 
Sydney 
Victory 
Draw 


Last week: 3 


Draw 
Phoenix 
Jets 
Victory 
Draw 


Last week: 3 


Southern Stars will be hoping for a successful 2013 after consolidating in the VPL last season. 


familiar faces still with the club 
from the 2012 season (the latter 
returning to the club following 
a short stint with state league 
one side Dandenong City) it is 
sure to be a new look Southern 
Stars outfit who will front up 
for their first match of the 2013 
campaign against champions 
Dandenong Thunder in round 
one. 

Following the losses of Alan 
Kearney moving on to South 
Melbourne FC, Liam McCor- 
mick and Luke Fitzpatrick to 
Bentleigh Greens along with 
2012 Captain Alan Mulcahy 
moving on to Hume City as 
well as goal keeper Fraizer 
Siddall leaving the club just to 
name a few, it is abundantly 
clear that the 2013 campaign is 
going to be a tough one for a 
club who has relied on the sign- 
ings of foreign players or ‘visa 
signings’ as many call them 
over recent seasons, a notion 


which new coach Zaya Younan 
is determined to stamp out. 
Younan, a former young Soc- 
ceroos squad member in 1992 
has clearly shown a prefer- 
ence for ‘blooding’ younger 
players over the pre season 
break with the signings of a 
number of youngsters under 
the age of 23 from local lower 
division clubs such as the 
signing of former Kingston 
city midfielder Velivor Mitrovic 
who, at 21 years of age, will be 
looking to back up a solid 2012 
campaign where he led City 

to an admirable 7th position in 
Victorian State League 2 S/E. 
Another astute signing made 
over the offseason is that of for- 
mer Richmond striker Devon 
Bonne (21) as well as fellow 
young starlets Tommy Lino 
and Joshua Wood who are both 
currently 19 years of age. 

With a number of new faces 


at the club including a brand 
new coaching staff, and a 
squad list with an average age 
of around 21 years, it is fair to 
say that rather than aiming for 
the stars, SSFC will be looking 
to avoid the drop for a second 
successive season. With only a 
quarter of the budget of most 
of their VPL rivals it would be 
considered a major success 
for the club and its fans if new 
Coach Zaya Younan manages 
to secure Premier League 
football for the third succes- 
sive season down at Kingston 
Heath Soccer Complex. 

Stay tuned for further Victo- 
rian Premier League updates 
at your only place for the latest 
news from our own backyard 
Goal! Weekly. 
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LOU Sticca thumbs his nose 
at suggestions that FFA is a 
competitor and plans to ga- 
zump him as he attempts to 


bring Liverpool to our shores | 


in July. 

“No, that’s not the case,” said Stic- 
ca. “FFA is not a competitor.” 
There have been unsourced me- 
dia reports this week that FFA has 
been holding “secret talks” with 


on an All-Stars select in Sydney. 
These reports surfaced during 

ongoing and delicate negotiations 

facilitated by Sticca’s Tribal Sports 


Management to arrange a July : 


MCG clash between Liverpool and 
Melbourne Victory. 

“Obviously they'll play in Mel- 
bourne or Sydney and at this stage 
it’s open to both opportunities,” 
said the TSM supremo. 

“Tm reluctant to talk about this 
because we are dealing with gov- 
ernments and in terms of publicity 
you risk losing a game so it would 
be absolutely stupid of me to elab- 
orate on this matter. 

‘Tm not being evasive but you 
must understand that at the end 


of the day we are dealing in sig- | 


nificant commercial terms and 
while the matter is of great inter- 
est to the public confidentiality is 
the key. 

“To talk about a deal before it’s 
done can leave a lot of people with 
egg on their face.” 

Sticca speaks from years of experi- 
ence. 

During the A-League era he has 


played a significant role in bring- | 


ing Dwight Yorke, Shinji Ono, 
Benito Carbone, Kazuyoshi “Kazu” 
Miura, Harry Kewell and Ales- 
sandro Del Piero to our shores 
among others. 

The FIFA accredited player and 


David Beckham’s LA Galaxy for 
multiple tours of Australia and 
New Zealand and Scottish giant 
Celtic for two Australian tours. 


“Our company’s involvement in : 


the game is quite broad as we 
deal with players, clubs, sponsors 
and we do consulting work,” said 
Sticca. 


“We're currently in the process of : 


opening an office in southern Chi- 
na. We're a fully integrated sports 
management company and soccer 
is our main fare.” 

And if you still need convincing 
that Tribal Sports and FFA are not 
at loggerheads sit back and read 
what Sticca thinks of the progress 
made this century in the national 
competition and in particular his 


opinion of new FFA CEO David | 


Gallop. 
“The game is at a very interest- 
ing stage of its development. For 


: obvious reasons FFA decided :; 
: that the game had to prove that : 
| it was ready to move into Austra- | 
: lia’s mainstream sports under the | 
(Frank) Lowy-John O’Neill stew- | 
_ ardship in the mid-2000s and when: 
» it took off it hasn’t looked back. : 
_ “Now we've got David Gallop : 
» there who I think is sensational : 
: in that he understands the mar- : 
- ketplace in Australia better than | 
the Anfield outfit to get it to take | ; 


most. 


_  “He’s run a successful competi- | 
: tion (the NRL) in very difficult | 
- circumstances and done an ex- | 
: tremely good job. i 
_ “In my limited dealings with him : 
: he seems a person that is very ap- | 
: proachable, very pragmatic and as | 
: an individual he’s the sort of per- | 
© son who'll cut through a lot of the | 
: crap sporting bureaucracies face. 
“I get the impression talking to | 
' people in NSW who have dealt | 
: with him previously that he’s a | 
' no-nonsense individual, which is | 
: exactly what the game needs.” ; 
| It’s easy to draw parallels be- | 
_ tween these two influential football 
: operators for Sticca also is a no- | 
’ nonsense individual. : 
Set him on the course of discuss- 
_ ing the structure and future of | 
' A-League clubs and you won’t be | 
: disappointed. : 
» “Single ownership of clubs ina |; 
» country like Australia is very dif - 
_ ficult to operate. It’s the multi-own- 
: ership model that we should look | 
» at and Melbourne Victory is the | 
: absolute model of what an Austra- | 
_ lian football club should look like. 
Pe: ene ea : Liverpool to tour Oz in July? We shall wait and see.... 
' sent many different aspects of | 
© multicultural Australia. They have | 
: people with business and football 
: acumen, independent directors -— | 
: it’s the perfect model. 
match agent also has brought out ; 
' between 60 or 70 different indi- | 
: viduals but obviously six or seven: 
| people control 60 to 70 per cent of | 
: the club. 
“It has never made a loss, bar | 
_ year one, and this season no-one’s 
: had to tip in additional funds to 
: keep the club going as most other 
: clubs have had to do. 

“At Victory they’ve taken a very 
» long-term view of building a suc- ; 
» cessful and sustainable club both 
: on and off the park.” 


“Victory’s ownership is spread 


Sticca says Melbourne Heart is 


- modelled along Victory lines but | 
: didn’t have the advantage of set- ; 
_ ting up first. Nor was it given the : 
: sort of geographical advantage af- 
: forded by FFA to Western Sydney | 
» Wanderers. : 
“T think once FFA sells Western | 
: Sydney they'll look very closely at 
: who they sell to as well as looking | 
: at the Victory model and I think | 


_ FFA CEO David Gallop - 


“sensational” says Lou Sticca. 


they'll try and set up all the clubs 
like that.” 
But that’s enough friendly advice 


: for the power-brokers in Sydney 
: for the time being as there is a 


more pressing matter at hand. 
It involves one of the greatest 


Manchester United. 
Expect the matter to be resolved 


this month and expect Sticca and 
- TSM to play a pivotal role in its 
© resolution. 


ARTUR Maliszewski is excited 
: at the prospect of taking on the 
: world. 


His company, Footwork Podiatric 
Laboratory, is Australia’s leading 
sports orthotics manufacturer and 


: just a few years ago boasted six 


EPL clubs as clients. 

But four years of development 
and moving away from being a 
high labour-intensive operation to 
a specialised high-tech system is 
now complete. 


“The last four years have been 


» about development but now that : Paha 
: : é ‘ » runs and to minimise or reduce 
' production is up and running | 
: smoothly we are getting what we 
- always hoped to get out of the tech- 


_ nology. 


“We initially looked to the engi- 


“You can buy a system off the 


: working with his hands he became 
: ahighly successful and specialised 
© orthotics supplier. 
: He started working from a ga- | 
' rage and developed his business 
: through friends asking for orthotic 
: products. 

: Footwork Podiatric Laboratory ; 
is now in its 20th year and has : 
: recently moved from Hallam to 
: Atlantic Drive in Keysborough 
: in Melbourne’s south-east where | 
: larger and more modern prem- | 
' ises not only provides for the com- : 
: pany’s production needs but also 
: gives Maliszewski the opportunity 


“It’s been a hard slog — a lot of to hold onsite seminars. 


: heartache and a lot of stress - : 
: but pretty much over the last 12 
i months we've got our systems to 
- a stage where we can really prog- 
ress and take on the world,” said 
- Maliszewski. 

clubs in the history of English foot- : 
: ball - and we’re not talking about 


The majority of Socceroos are 


: among the company’s clients and 
: it is the official orthotics supplier : 
: to both Melbourne Victory and 
Melbourne Heart. Three other A- : 
: League clubs use FPL’s products. 

» “We develop orthotic devices to 
- correct the way a person walks or : 
' seen as a future leader. 
: the potential for injury,” said Mal- 
: iszewski. : 
: “It’s kind of like wheels on your : 
: car. Nobody’s built perfectly and 


' neering industry and developed ite Swhicels, GL yOUn eer are sate: 


: our own systems. For example, 
: two of our machines cost $400,000 : 
: each. 


- aligned you'll be fine if you only : 
' drive to church every Sunday but : 
: if you go on a racetrack every day : 
then you’re going to have prob- : 


_ shelf for around $80,000 but com- lems. 


: paring us to somebody else is like | 
: comparing a Mercedes to a Dae- 
- Woo.” 

: Maliszewski originally graduated 
: as a podiatrist from LaTrobe uni- 
: versity and as part of a podiatry ° 
: course involves orthotics — devel- 
: oping devices to assist with move- : a list of the clients we have had 


: ment - and because he enjoyed : and there pretty much are people 


“You sometimes get players who 


: know much about it. 
- “But about a year back we created : 


: Preston North End star Bailey Wright. 


inside the top 10 in the world in 


» most major sports who wear our 
: products. 


“We spent a lot of money on tech- 


: nology and putting systems into 
: place and our quality is the best 
: around.” 


Didier Drogba, Harry Kewell and 


: Mark Bresciano are just some of 
_ the benefactors of FPLs exper- 
: tise. 


BAILEY Wright was set to sign 


' a contract extension with Eng- 


lish League One outfit Pres- 
ton North End as we went to 


' press. 
| Wright captained the Deepdale 


side in last weekend’s home draw 


» with Coventry. 


He'd previously captained North 


_ End inacup match but this was his 
_ first league game in charge. 


The club has told him that he is 


Young Socceroo Jamie MacLaren 
did not sign on loan with strug- 
gling SPL side Dundee after visit- 


: ing Dens Park last week. 


The latest on the 19-year-old strik- 
er is that he is back at Blackburn 
Rovers but still looks likely to go 
out on loan. 

Jackson Irvine will resume full 


: training with Celtic next week. 
' He has been sidelined since No- 
: seek a second opinion and being a | 
: podiatrist I’ve often been involved 
: in that. We regularly meet at play- : 
: ers’ houses and it’s very much be- | 
' hind the scenes and people don’t : 
: tion in Irvine’s contract securing 


vember after suffering an ankle 


| ligament injury in the Young Soc- 


ceroos’ AFC Under-19 semi-final 
loss to Iraq in the UAE. 
Celtic recently exercised the op- 


his services at least until the end 


© of the 2013/14 season. 
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The first season of summer football, 1989-90 


By Roy Hay 


In the 1980s the Australian : 
Soccer Federation (ASF) and : 
the National Soccer League : 
(NSL) struggled to organise a : 
competition which would at- : 
tract fans, players, the media : 
and corporate sponsors. The : 
competition from other codes : 
of football was fierce and ex- : 
periments including the split- : ; 
ting of the league into two to : 
increase the number of local : 
derbies and reduce travelling : 


costs proved _ controversial, 


confusing and ultimately un- : 


successful. 


In 1984 the NSL was split into : 
competitions : 
and Craig Mackenzie wrote of a : 
new era in soccer. The Australian : 
Conference had eight Sydney : 


two regionalised 


clubs including three new teams, 


Sydney Croatia, Blacktown and : 
Melita Eagles, plus Penrith (then : 
beyond the Metropolitan area), : 
Wollongong, Newcastle and Can- : 
berra. The National Conference : 
had eight Victorian clubs includ- : 
newcomers—Green : 


ing four 
Gully Ajax, Melbourne Croatia, 


Brunswick United Juventus and ; 
George Cross—plus : 


Sunshine 
Brisbane City, Brisbane Lions, 


Adelaide City and West Adelaide. : 
Relegation was a thorny problem : 


and Wollongong, Canberra and : | 


Newcastle were quarantined as : 
growth areas whose clubs would : 
only be removed from the league : 
if they finished last two seasons : 
in a row. Crowd numbers were : 


seen as critical and it was hoped : | | Z 


that the new competition, with its : 
high-drawing Croatian teams in : | . : F > | 
particular, would do significantly : ; 

> South Melbourne Vv asyaney Sivmaic / 04-Mar-1990 : Two of the game’s high- -illers, Sydney 


better than in the first seven years : 


Olympic’s Robert Ironside (right) and South Melbourne’s Paul Wade show their skills at Middle 


of the NSL. 
In fact crowds continued to fall, 


reaching a low point of only 2000 : 

: ladder in the first summer season , 
: two points clear of South Mel- 
: bourne with Melbourne Croatia : 
: third. Sydney Olympic caused : 
: the biggest upset. They scraped : 
into the play-offs in fifth place in : 
: the last home and away round. : 
: Olympic was leading one-nil at : 
: Blacktown but Geoff Gunning : 
: equalised in the 92nd minute. : 
: That meant APIA Leichardt only : 
: needed a draw at Somers Street : 
: when they met Melbourne Croa- : 
: tia but the home team got up : 
: thanks to Francis Awaratife’s goal. : 
: APIA and Olympic finished on 31 : 
points, but Olympic had the better : 
: goal difference. 

: In the play-offs, South Melbourne 
: and Melbourne Croatia could only : 
: be separated on penalties after a : 
: one-all draw. Marconi beat Croa- 
: tia one-nil thanks to a late goal by : 
: Kiwi international Fred de Jong in ‘ 


on average in 1985 and not ex- 
ceeding the 1983 average until the 
league reverted to a single divi- 
sion in 1987. Sydney City was with- 
drawn after one round of the 1987 


season by its president, Frank : 


Lowy, which he said proved that 
lack of support made the club un- 
viable despite its highly successful 
on-field performance. 

After struggling for media ex- 
posure in competition with Aus- 
tralian Rules football and rugby 
league, the ASF decided to switch 
to a summer competition after the 
conclusion of the 1989 winter sea- 


son. Better pitches, more comfort : 


for spectators, alignment with the 
northern hemisphere season and 
increased media coverage were 
all touted as gains, though players 
often suffered in extreme heat in 
summer matches. 

Marconi finished on top of the 


Park. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 
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Team P WD L GF GAPts 
Marconi 2616 6 4 51 24 38 
South Melbourne 26156 5 42 23 36 
Melbourne Croatia 26 147 7 49 26 35 
Adelaide City 26 13 8 5 39 23 34 
Sydney Olympic 26 127 7 40 25 31 
APIA Leichhardt 26 11.9 6 36 25 31 
Sydney Croatia 26 10 6 10 40 39 26 
Parramatta 26 10 6 10 31 31 26 
' Preston 26 9 5 12 33 35 23 
' St George 26 77 12 35 44 21 
Wollongong City 26 8 4 14 30 48 20 
Sunshine George Cross 26 6 5 15 24 49 17 
/ West Adelaide 26 54 17 21 54 14 
Blacktown 26 4 4 18 30 55 12 


the major semi final. Meanwhile - 
: Olympic accounted for Adelaide : 
City with a double by Grant Lee. : 
Then an Alastair Edwards goal got : 
Olympic past South Melbourne : 
and in the Preliminary Final : 
Olympic knocked out Melbourne : 
Croatia by two-one. Awaratife : 
gave Croatia the lead, but Robert : 
Ironside equalised and Abbas : 
: Raskopoulos then Mick Hickman 
Sydney Olympic beat Marconi : 
two-nil in the first summer Grand : 
Final in 1990 in front of 26,352, the : 
NSL record crowd to that point. : 
Edwards opened for Olympic in : 
: amatch average of 3000 to a peak 


Saad grabbed a late winner. 


37 minutes and Robert Ironside 


: scored the second just after the : 
: hour. The Olympic squad that : 
year included: Clint Gosling, Da- : 
vid Barrett, Robert Hooker, Grant : 
: Lee, Gary Phillips, Tony Spyrida- : 


kos, Robert Ironside, Andrew 


Edwards, Abbas Saad, John Koch, 
Steve Georgakis, Nick Platani- 
otis, Kevin Hagan, Tom Pontidas, 
Scott Ollerenshaw, Eric Hrist- 
odoulou and Marko Perinovic. 
Eddie Thomson had coached the 
club since 1986 and did the first 
three games of 1989-90. He then 
became national coaching direc- 
tor. He was succeeded by Peter 


took over and led Olympic to the 
championship. 

Attendances in general in the NSL 
began to pick up from a total of just 
over half a million per season and 


of nearly 1.4 million in 1999-2000 
and an average gate of over 5000. 
Summer soccer was proving popu- 
lar with the fans but problems still 
remained. 


: The Australian Broadcasting Cor- 
Bernal, Steve Refenes, Alistair * 


poration (ABC) took over broad- 


NSL Semi-final - 


South Melbourne v Melbourne Croatia / 29- 


Apr-1990: Francis Awaritefe; (Melbourne Croatia) complete 
with dreadlocks and head band clashes with Mehmet Durakovic 
(South Melbourne) in Semi-Final won on penalties by Melbourne 


Croatia. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


Eddie Thomson and Mick Hickman coaching Sydney Olympic. 
Source: Aussie Soccer, September-October 1989, p. 8. 


casting the NSL in the 1989-90 . 
: season, but it lasted only three : faa 
vente invihe-aole. By thie endof : South Melbourne 1 (Peter Tsolakis 7’) 
: 1989 the ASF had accrued accu- 
: mulated losses of $690,497. Partly : 
: as a consequence the ASF intro- : 
: duced a levy in 1990 of $1 on ev- : Adelaide City 1 (Aurelio Vidmar 7’) 
: ery junior and $5 on every senior : Sydney Olympic 2 (Grant Lee 22’, 33') 
: player to help meet its obligations. : 
: In 1992, when David Hill was its : . é 
: head the ABC withdrew from cov- ; Marconi 1 (Fred De Jong 88) 
: ering the Socceroos and the NSL, : 
: which had a severe impact on the : 
: ASF’s revenue and on sponsorship 
: already in existence and being ne- 
: gotiated. Hill later claimed he had : 
: nothing to do with the decision, : 
: but that is hard to credit. 
: In the long run summer football 
: has proved a success for the game : 
: in Australia and there was never : 
: any question that Football Fed- : 
: eration Australia would revert to a 


: winter competition. 


: Melbourne Croatia 1 (Joe Caleta 23’) 
: (Melbourne Croatia won 7-6 on penalties) 


: Melbourne Croatia 0 


: South Melbourne 0 
: Sydney Olympic 1 (Alastair Edwards 57’) 


: Melb Croatia 1 (Francis Awaritefe 30’) 
: Sydney Olympic 2 
: (Robert Ironside 37’, Abbas Saad 81’) 


: Marconi 0 Sydney Olympic 2 
: (Alastair Edwards 34’, Robert Ironside 61’) 


MELBOURNE SPORTS BOOKS 
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Report by MATT MONTGOMERY 


The Australia Day long weekend 
played host to the biggest Wom- 
en’s Futsal club tournament 
held in this country. With teams 
from VIC, NSW, QLD, ACT and 
NZ the Women’s FAFL Cup was 
one that will live in the memory 
bank for a long time. 

Both Groups were extremely close. 
In Group A the top 3 teams only 
separated by 1 point, while in Group 
B it was a two horse race. Sydney 
Warriors and Macarthur Heart 
(both NSW teams) progressed to 
the finals from Group A and Par- 
ramatta Blues and Rovers Futsal 
(both NSW teams) progressed to 
He inal from Gr see B. 


ROVERS SEAL DEAL LATE IN 
EXTRA TIME 

2013 Women’s FAFL 
Semi-Final 1 

What a fantastic game between 
two fierce rivals! Just when we 
though we had seen the game of 
the tournament between Parra- 
matta and Rovers in the group 
Stage, the rovers had produced 
a real escape act against a se- 
verely depleted Warriors side! 

With only one sub for the last 
three games, the Warriors had run 
out of legs but certainly had not run 
out of spirit! Leading 3-2 with only 
30 second left in the game, Rovers 
striker Georgina Stylianou popped 
up to slot the winner past Luseane 
Cook — who held high claims for 
player of the match honours — to 
make it 3-3. 

It didn’t get any easier for the 
warriors in extra time either! After 
saving three penalties (one short 
ant two long penalties) Warriors 
keeper, Cook, couldn’t keep out 
the rebound from Rovers’ Monique 
Kofoed who was quickest to react, 
giving her side the lead with only 
seconds on the clock! It seriously 
was an epic encounter with plenty 
of action and emotion, more than 
worthy of being a final! 

With that win the rovers march on 
to the final, but not without know- 
ing that they had to produce one of 
the wins of the tournament to get 
there! Credit to both teams! Now 
we wait to see who will join the Rov- 
ers in the final as Macarthur and 
Parramatta are now on the pitch! 
Rovers Futsal 4 (G.Stylianou 2, 
M. Kofoed 2) def. Sydney War- 
riors 3 (D. Howard, K. Kraft, R. 
Peering): AFT. 


2013 Women’s FAFL Seat 
Final 2 

What a semi final series we had 
at Futsal Oz, the second semi 
final being decided in the same 


Vale 


: eu 4 


Parramatta Blues 2013 Women’s FAFL Cup 2013 championships. 
Photo: Matt Montgomery 


Photo: DAMIAN BRIGGS 


manner as the first. 
A 43 scoreline and a tight finish 


until the very end! It was goal for | 
goal well into the second half, un- : 
til a late double from Parramatta’s : 


Jodie Bain sealed the three points. 
Bain showed steady nerves and 


sheer quality as she slotted from : 
the far penalty spot to level at 3-3 | 


and then blasted from her own half 


into an empty net as Macarthur : 
went for broke employing the ‘fly : 


keeper’ which in the end was a tac- : : 
» tunity parked the bus and looked 
‘As always the rock in the Blues © hold their two-goal buffer, but 
: a late goal from the Rovers made 


in with a goal and set the tone for ' the final minutes of the game quite 


- her team mates, always putting in 
the hard yards — certainly a con- : : : 
: seconds, with Parramatta keeper 


Arguably the two best teams have | Mel Khoury denying the Rovers a 
made the final so make sure that ; 


you strap yourselves in because | More drama to follow as from the 


» resulting strike from the corner : 
' deflected off the underside of the ~ 


tic that didn’t pay off. 


defence, Fabiana Perfilio chipped 


tender for MVP of the tournament! 


this game will have plenty of action! 


= 9, 


LEAGUE 


Rovers Futsal Georgina Stylianou (L) is congratulated by team mate Sarah Yatim (R) 


Futsal 


after her goal to force the semi final into extra time. Photo: Damian Briggs 


Two full, hungry and determined 


. squads going to battle! Good luck 
: to both Rovers Futsal and Parra- 
: matta Blues 

| Parramatta Blues 4 (J. Bain 
: 2, F. Perfilio, L. Didusko) def. 
| Macarthur Heart 3 (K. Miandi- 
> neo, Z. Redniat Cc. bisass 


: Paesaeuatia Bines win eaieie 
» ral Women’s FAFL Cup 

: 2013 Women’s FAFL Grand - 
: Final 

: Congratulations to Parramatta 
» Blues who have been crowned 
: with a hard fought win over 
- Rovers Futsal. 


After both sides drew in the 


» group stages and had close semi 
: final wins, 
- that the result between these two 
» New South Wales sides would go: 
_ down to the very last second! After 
: leading early in the second half, 
: it looked like the rovers were go- 
: ing to steady the ship and build on 
_ their momentum to claim the title, 
: but two quick goals from Trudi 
: Camelleri and Fabiana Perfilio 
: completely changed the game in 
: Parramatta’s favour — Perfilio scor- 
Rovers Futsal goalkeeper Tani Rosekelly clears the ball under pressure 
- WFAFPL, sliding to the ball that was 
: going out and chipping the keeper. 


many had predicted 


ing undoubtedly the goal of the 


The Blues, sensing their oppor- 


: exciting. The entire crowd was on 
: the edge of their seat in the last 30 


dramatic equaliser and there was 


_ GROUP A - Ladder 


Women’s 


crossbar but not over the line! 

It was very close but no cigar for 
the Rovers as the buzzer went! It 
certainly was the best left until 
last! What a fantastic game! 
Parramatta Blues 5 (L. Did- 
suko, F. Perfilio, J. Bain, T. 
Camilleri, R. Scarlato) def. 4 
Rovers Futsal (M. Kofoed, J. 
Kent, N. Caridad, J. Saliba) 


There were also individual awards 
handed out for outstanding per- 
formances over the weekend they 
were as follows: 


MVP: Fabiana Porfilio (Parra- : 


matta Blues) 
Golden Glove: 
(Rovers Futsal) 


Tani Rosekelly 


FL Cup Table 


» Rank Club PWDLGF GAGD Pts 
| 1 Sydney Warriors (NSW) 422015 5 +108 
: 2 Macarthur Heart (NSW) 422010 5 +58 
' 3 Brisbane Futsal (QLD) 42111010 07 
- 4 Cobras Futsal (VIC) 41121212 04 
: 5 FS Canberra (ACT) 4004 3 22 -190 
© GROUP B - Ladder 

' Rank Club PWDLGF GAGD Pts 
- 1 Parramatta Blues (NSW) 431017 6 +119 
: 2 Rovers Futsal (NSW) 43101712 +59 
' 4FC Queensland (QLD) 42021213 -16 
: 3 Mainland Futsal (NZ) 41031418 -43 
| 5 Pascoe Vale (VIC) 4004 10 23 -13 0 


Golden Boot: Sarah Richardson 
(Pascoe Vale), Lauren Didsukc 
(Parramatta Blues) and Monique 
Kofoed (Rovers) 6 Goals 


Highlights videos of all matches 
will be shown on our Youtube 
channel in the coming weeks! O1 
to review any of the reports/pho: 
tos from the weekend go to http:// 
www.facebook.com/faflcup 


Thank you to all of the teams 
who participated in the Inaugural 
WFAFL Cup. It truly was a spe 
cial weekend and all of us here at 
Futsal Oz can’t wait for the second 
edition that will be in the planning 
shortly! 


The Futbol Town Show every 
Tuesday 6.30pm on C31 and C44Digital 


— 
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By Daniel Quinn 


There were plenty of goals 

in Round 14 of the National 
Youth League (NYL) as the 
Victory won the Melbourne 
Youth Derby, the Mariners won 
with nine men and Sydney and 
Perth played out a thriller, 
plus much, much more. 

A nine man Central Coast Mari- 
ners held onto their first-half lead 
to defeat Adelaide United 2-1 on 
Saturday morning. 

Adriano Pellegrino was sent off 
after just eight minutes for spitting 
at Adelaide’s Jacob Melling, but 
the Mariners took the lead after 
24 minutes thanks to a great finish 
from Patrick Dixon. 

Central Coast then doubled their 
lead six minutes later as Brad Mc- 
Donald capitalized on defensive 
misunderstanding and slotted into 
an empty net. 

Ten minutes after the resumption 
Thomas Briscoe cut the deficit 
after Mariners’ gloveman David 
Bradasevic made a mess of a 
clearance. 

The Mariners finished with nine 
as Hayden Morton was given his 
marching order for pulling down 
Liam Wooding as the last man. 
The Newcastle Jets eased past the 
AIS with a 5-2 thrashing in Can- 
berra on Saturday afternoon. 
Marko Jesic opened the scoring 
just after 76 seconds finishing 

into the bottom corner past AIS 
goalkeeper Lucas Spinella. 
However Marc Marino leveled for 
the Institute on 37 minutes with a 
fine finish after Steve Kuzmanovs- 
ki confused the defence with some 
cheeky step-overs. 

But substitute Brandon Lundy 
regained the lead for the Jets 

24 seconds after coming on at 
half-time, with a nice finish from a 
tight angle. 

Shortly later Lundy grabbed his 
brace with a wonderful curling ef- 
fort into the top corner, although 
Jesic went one better with an 
exquisite lob. 

With five minutes remaining 


www.goalweekly.com 


on Central Coast Mariners 


NYL Derby action from Melbourne Victory’s 3-1 triumph over Melbourne Heart, played at SS Anderson Reserve. 
Photo: JIM WEBSTER / BREATHING FOOTBALL 


Lundy powered in his third com- 
pleting his hat-trick, before Joshua 
Barresi bundled home the AIS’ 
second in stoppage-time. 

The Melbourne Victory were too 
strong for the Melbourne Heart 

in the Melbourne Youth Derby on 
Sunday at SS Anderson Reserve 
with a 3-1 win. 

Victory Skipper Luke O’Dea 
thumped into the top corner past 
Alastair Bray to open the scoring. 
Pain skinned Ersin Kaya and sent 
in a drilled cross only for Heart de- 
fender Will Abbott to slide in and 
fire into the roof of his own net giv- 
ing the Victory a two-goal lead. 

On 26 minutes the Victory made it 
3-0 as Makarounas, in his first Vic- 
tory appearance, found the bottom 
corner with a great low finish from 


the edge of the area. 

Heart’s dismal first-half continued 
as Groenewald was given his 
marching orders for a strong, late 
challenge on Pain. 

Stefan Mauk beat two defenders 
and bounced a strike nicely into 
the bottom corner giving the 
Heart a consolidation. 

The Western Sydney Wanderers 
convincingly defeated the Brisbane 
Roar 4-0 at Cook Park on Sunday 
evening. 

Jason Trifiro got the hosts off 

to a great start as the midfielder 
slammed the opener after a nice 
lay off from Daniel Barac. 

On 34 minutes Yianni Perka- 

tis doubled Western Sydney’s 
advantage placing the ball into the 
bottom corner past Roar ‘keeper 


Fraser Chalmers. 

Mark Cindric then added the third 
with a sweet, powerful strike. 
Brisbane finished with ten men 

as Kwame Yeboah received his 
second yellow and was sent to the 
stands. 

Soon afterwards Rock Visconte 
fired in the fourth, scoring against 
the club he left only a few weeks 
ago. 

Meanwhile at the Intiga Stadium, 
Sydney FC edged out Perth Glory 
4-3 in a thrilling encounter. 

Hagi Gligor gave the Sky Blues 
an early lead poking home form 
close-range after Perth couldn’t 
clear on just 16 minutes. 

Harry O’Brien, though, leveled 
for the Glory eleven minutes later 
from outside the box. 


It didn’t take the Glory long to 
take the lead as Ndumba Makeche 
blasted in off the upright. 

But Perth could only keep their 
lead for three minutes as defender 
Daniel Petkovski rifled in from the 
edge of the area equalizing for the 
visitors. 

Nikola Taneski then gave the 
visitors the lead nine minutes after 
the break 

Just after the hour mark the Sky 
Blues made it 4-2 as Petkovski was 
found unmarked and headed in his 
second. 

Brandon O’Neill’s stunning free 
kick meant the last 12 minutes 
were tense, but Sydney held on for 
a much-need win. 


geal! 


Lo Week 


Round 14 Results 


Perth Glory 3 (Harry O'Brien 27, Ndumba 
Makeche 34, Brandon O'Neill 78) 

Sydney FC 4 (Hagi Gligor 16, Daniel 
Petkovski 37, 63 Nikola Taneski 54) 


a 


<I 


Western Sydney Wanderers 4 (Jason 
Trifiro 3, Yianni Perkatis 34, Mark Cindric 
61, Rocky Visconte 75) 

Brisbane Roar 0 


Melbourne Victory 3 (O'Dea 13, Abbott 
220g, Makarounas 26) 
Melbourne Heart 1 (Mauk 60) 


AIS 2 (Marc Marino 37’, Joshua Barresi 
90+2’) 

Newcastle Jets 5 (Marko Jesic 2’, 73’, 
Brandon Lundy 46’, 57’, 85’) 


Central Coast Mariners 2 (Patrick Dixon 
24, Brad McDonald 30) 
Adelaide United 1 (Tomas Briscoe 55) 


NYL Standings 


PWDLFADP 


1 CC Mariners 14 110333 22 11 33 


2 Melbourne Victory 14100441 162530 
3 Newcastle Jets 146 1 6 38 30 8 22 
4 Perth Glory 147 16 38 33 5 22 
5 Melbourne Heart 14 7 16 25 205 22 
6 Adelaide United 14635 30 246 21 
7 Brisbane Roar 14 6 2 6 28 28 0 20 
8 Sydney FC 145 18 33 37 -4 16 
9WS Wanderers 144461932-1316 
10 AIS 13 1111 13 50-374 


Round 15 Fixtures 


Valkanis’ focus on the job at hand 


By Nic Kerber 


Interim Adelaide United FC Coach 
Michael Valkanis’ only concern head- 
ing into the next nine games of the 
season is on the Reds winning games 
and featuring in the finals. 

At the end of a tumultuous 24 hours 
that was triggered by John Kosmina’s 
sudden resignation from the top role, 
Valkanis was left calling the shots at 
training this morning as he attempts to 
get the squad to overcome the off field 
distractions and have them ready for a 
crunch home game against the Western 
Sydney Wanderers on Sunday. 

The Assistant Coach to Kosmina before 
the news came out that Kosmina had 
quit the club, Valkanis has been handed 
the reins for the rest of the season with 
nine weeks to go before finals. 
Following Kosmina’s announcement 
which led to Club Chairman Greg Griffin 
stating Valkanis would take over the role 
on an interim basis, the former Reds 
defender called the squad in for a light 
training session yesterday afternoon, 
using it to ensure the players’ focus 


was on the games ahead, starting with 
Western Sydney on Sunday, and not any 
off field drama. 

“It was a strange one...your life changes 
when you don't expect it to, but you've 
got to get on with it,” Valkanis said in 
regards to taking on the role. 

“This opportunity has come up now, I’m 
willing to help out the club as an interim 
coach, do the job that is required and 
hopefully get the best out of the players 
to achieve our goal.” 

“| think it was important to have a chat 
to the boys in terms of what's going on, 
what's happened and what the real focus 
should be, and that’s winning football 
games, and we know this week we've got 
an important game coming up,” Valkanis 
said. 

Valkanis remained tight lipped on exactly 
what he said to the players, but revealed 
the emphasis was on striving to win 
games, putting in a hundred per cent at 
training and making something of position 
they have put themselves in. 

“The club is bigger than anyone and 
we've got a big job at hand and a great 
opportunity for all of us to achieve 
something big, and we need to focus on 


winning games,” Valkanis said. 

“We need to focus on improving day in 
day out here on the park, that’s where 
we're going to get better. We need to 
really work hard and hopefully get the 
results to get up a bit higher on the ladder 
and be in the finals.” 

From various areas on the outside, 
Valkanis has been embroiled in rumours 
and innuendo that he was earmarked to 
take over the Head Coaching role from 
next season, leading some to believe 
it was part of the reason for Kosmina’s 
shock decision. 

However, Valkanis strongly denies any 
speculation that his future at the club had 
or has ever been discussed or decided 
with the Board, and he is determined to 
Clear the air surrounding the murmurings. 
“lll mention something once about it and 
that’s it. | have great respect for Kossie. | 
played under him and played good foot- 
ball under him, and | worked very hard 
under him as an assistant coach and did 
everything he asked me to do and even 
more sometimes,” Valkanis said. 

“They are difficult circumstances how 
it has all come up because we weren't 
expecting Kossie to resign. The club is 


fourth on the ladder and | know in the 
coming weeks he was supposed to have 

a chat with the Board about moving 
forwards.” 

“| never had spoken to the club about 
next year, I've never spoken to the club 
about the head coach, and the club never 
spoke to me. For me, | was always the 
Assistant and the Youth Team coach and 
| really enjoyed that role.” 

“Obviously now the circumstances have 
chosen that I’ve got to fulfil this role until 
the end of the season and I'll do that to 
the best of my ability like I've done as a 
player for this club.” 

“I'll expect that the players work really 
hard and give it their all, because like | 
said the club is bigger than anyone, it’s 
a great club, we need everyone to get 
behind it and we need all of the support 
we can get because we're fourth on the 
ladder.” 

In the time that he has to put his influ- 
ence on the team and bring a sense of 
‘stability’ back after the off field events 
of the past fortnight, which included the fi- 
nancial settlement with former coach Rini 
Coolen, the non compromising Valkanis 
said it was simply about getting results. 


When two becomes one: Michael Valkanis takes over the 
reins from John Kosmina at Adelaide United. 


“We know it’s not the best thing and 
you'd like to have stability at a club, but 

| think the only way to fix the brand is to 
play good football and to win games,” 
Valkanis said. 

“From day one this club has had great 
support. Now along the way it has fallen 
off for whatever reason but everyone has 
got to jump back on board because we've 
got a team that is right up there.” 


“We've got to talk about playing good 
football and winning games, and that’s 
what we want people talking about, and 
that's how we're going to fix the image 
of the club.” 

“We need to get back some confidence 
in what we were doing earlier on but 
we've got good players and | think we'll 
turn it around.” 


‘A 


Santo, Sam & Ed Podcast 


Santo Cilauro, Sam Pang and Ed Kavalee are back in town 
with their own unique take on events of the week. 


ief is simple - 7 days, 3 guys, no agenda. 


Podcast available on iTunes 
htto://itun.es/au/dOdQl.c 
Facebook: Santo, Sam and Ed 
Twitter: @SantoSamEd 


The Americas - 


By Francis Fields 


The road to Turkey 2013 
for the Under 20 World Cup : 
this week, Chile defeated Co- | 
lombia 1-0 on Wednesday in | 
Mendoza at the Malvinas Ar- | 
gentinas stadium meanwhile - 
Peru fought for its own fate | 


turning around its fortunes. 


It was an exciting match against; 
Ecuador on Thursday. Yordy Rey- : 
na scoring a brace in the first half | 
and was instrumental for Andy | 
Polo, the young Peruvian sensa- : 
tion to score the winner and prov- | 


ing his case. 
Peru are now on six points. 


Now in its final stages with Co- | | 
lombia qualified by defeating 
Uruguay 1-0, the Chileans and : 
Uruguayans however remain in | 


: Colombia qualifies to Turkey 2013 but lost on Wednesday to Chile. 


Chile especially will have an ar- : 
: Deportivo Anzoategui 5-1 on ag- 
- gregate following a 3-0 win away 
: from home in the second leg. 

© Ruben Botta opened the scoring 2 occccccccccccseeteenteesstntenstentnnntnnnenten 
: for Tigre in the eighth minute | 

: before second-half goals from : 

: Federico Santander and Ezequiel 
: Maggiolo put the result beyond 
: doubt for the Argentinean club. 

: Tigre will meet Peru’s Sporting 
- Cristal, Paraguay’s Libertad and 
: Brazil’s Palmeiras in Group 2 of 
: the second round. 

: Finally just to wrap up this week’s 
: headlines across the continent, 
: high-flying Neymar has made it 
: clear that he has not yet made a 
: decision about his future amid on- 
: going interest from Barcelona. 
Deportes Iquique of Chile ad- ; 
: that right-back Dani Alves can 
: convince his friend to make the 
: move to the Catalan giants, but 
_ the 20-year-old is in no rush to 
' make a final decision as he has : 
: revealed that he could also opt to 
' renew his contract with his cur- 
: rent club. 


the balance and must win their 
last matches. 


duous task facing Peru on Tues- 
day AEST in always tough “Battle 
of the Pacific”. 

If Chile wins, currently on 6 
points they shall qualify with 
nine. 

Alongside Colombia, Chile and 
Uruguay fighting for qualification 
for the four spots up for grabs is 
Paraguay leaving Peru and Ecua- 
dor in fifth and sixth spot. 

Colombia has impressed greatly 
with a young side. Paraguay 
meets Uruguay in what is always 
a hard fought duel. 


In the Copa _ Libertadores, 
vanced to the second round 
of the Copa Libertadores after 
beating Mexican side Leén 
4-2 in a penalty shootout on 
Wednesday. 

Iquique, who came from behind 
to secure a 1-1 draw at Leon last 
week, secured the same result in 
the second leg. 

Yovanny Arrechea put Leon in 
front in the 47th minute before 
captain Rodrigo Diaz restored 


penalty 11 minutes later. 

Neither side was able to break 
the deadlock in regulation time, 
forcing the contest into the 84th 
shootout in Copa Libertadores 
history. 

Goalkeeper Rodrigo Naranjo 
proved the difference for Iquique 
in the shootout with two telling 


again to secure the victory. 
Iquique will take on Argentina’s 
Vélez Sarsfield, Uruguay’s Pe- 
flarol and Ecuador’s Emelec in 
Group 4 of the second round. 


It will also be an exciting op- : 


portunity for the club, in its first 
appearance and for the seaside 
tourist city. 

Meanwhile, Tigre brushed aside 


Australia’s Most Comprehensive Latin Wrap 


Chile’s Deportes Iquique advances to the second round of the 


Copa Libertadores after beating Mexico’s Leon 4-2. 


The La Liga outfit are hopeful 


m“Dani’s always embarrassing 


: me! He’s put me in a tight spot,” 
: Neymar was quoted as saying by 
: FIFA.com. 

parity for the Chilean club witha | 
: still be at Santos after the World 
: Cup. My contract runs to 2014 
' but there is still a long way to | 
: go before the World Cup. I don’t 
: know if I will renew it or not. 

: “It’s a personal issue and I'll have 
: to talk it through with my family 
: and Santos. We’ll definitely speak 
about it further down the line.” 
saves before Diaz found the net | 
: Brazil’s chances at the 2014 World | 
: Cup, and stressed that they need 
: time to improve. 

: “Ifyou look at the ranking, Brazil | 
: aren't in the top five at the mo- : 
: ment. But we’re working hard on | 
- the team’s identity and at becom- 
: ing more ofa unit,” he said. 


“Even I don’t know whether I'll 


Neymar then went on to discuss 


“We haven’t been playing togeth- 


: er for that long. The team’s been 


: through a lot of changes and it : 
: needs time to forge that identity | 
: and reach the top again.” i 


: AC Milan attacker Robinho ~ 
: is confident that Mario Balot- | 
: elli will succeed with the club | 
: and help the team move in the | 
: right direction. i 
: The Italy international will un- : 
: dergo a medical at the San Siro | 
: side on Wednesday to complete 
: his move back to Serie A from 
: Manchester City, and the Brazil- 
: ian is looking forward to teaming | 
: up with his new team-mate. : 
: “Balotelli is a great player and will | 
: definitely help the squad. We are | 
: happy he has arrived and we are | 
: all going to welcome him. Let’s | 
: hope he does well for Milan,” 
: Robinho told Milan Channel. 


The Brazilian then went on to dis- 


cuss Milan’s chances in Serie A, ; 
: and stressed they are at a crucial : 
: stage of the season as they chase : 
: a Champions League spot. 
: “There’s enthusiasm in the ; 
' changing room and we're get- | 
: ting better. There are still plenty : 
: of games to go and every three : 
: points will help us move up the 
' table,” 
“The beginning of the campaign : 
' wasn’t good, and once more the : 
' Italian league is proving to be dif- | 
: ficult, but at the moment we're ; 
: experiencing a good run of form | 
© in this crucial point of the season, 
: and with 16 games to go anything | 
: is possible.” 


he said. 


Milan have climbed to fifth spot 


: in the table following their good 
: results in recent weeks. i 


the 2014 World Cup edges 
closer. 
With the countdown to the 


- event in Brazil into its final 500 
: days, Valcke was part of a group 


of FIFA officials who met with 
organisers to receive technical 
information about the prepara- 
tion of the Estadio Nacional for 
the FIFA Confederations Cup 


_ this year. 


The FIFA secretary was par- 
ticularly concerned with the 
telecommunications setups in 
the stadiums, saying ‘without 
telecommunication there is no 
World Cup’. 

“We should never forget that 
the problem is not the stadium 
at the end, because when the 
stadium is finished telecommu- 
nication has to work and they 


have to install all of the sys- 
~ tems,” Valcke said. 


“That’s why we are pushing 
to have stadiums delivered on 
time, because there is a lot of 
work to do after the delivery of 


» the stadium. 


“You cannot organise a World 
Cup without telecommunica- 
tions, not just because our world 
is about telecommunication. 

“It’s just that the World Cup is 
for the world, as you can imag- 
ine. It’s not only for Brazil, it’s 
for the rest of the world and we 
have to bring the pictures. 
“Half-a-billion people will watch 
the opening game, more than 


‘a billion people will watch the 


final and an average of 350 to 


© 400 million per game so without 


telecommunication there is no 
World Cup. 
“We are working to make sure 


' that they (the stadiums) will be 
: ready, if not in 2013 at least in 
: the early 2014.” 

' FIFA secretary general Je- | 
' rome Valcke has spoken of | 
: the importance of delivering - 
: functioning stadia on time as 


Napoli president Aurelio De 


: Laurentiis has reiterated that : 
: Uruguayan striking sensa- | 
‘tion Edinson Cavani is not | 
: for sale. 
: Cavani, who notched his 18th | 
: goal of the season in Serie A | 
/on Sunday against Parma, has | 
: attracted interest from Arsenal | 
: and Manchester City. ; 
: But the Napoli president insists | 
- his hand will not be forced un- 
: less the 63-million euro release ‘ 
clause in Cavani’s contract is | 
: triggered. 
: “T have already said before that | 
: Cavani is not for sale. So we will | 
‘have to wait and see whether 
: someone is willing to pay his : 
: buy-out clause, and if the play- | 
:er wants to join that club,” De : 
: Laurentiis told Corriere dello | 
: Sport. : 
: Napoli’s win over Parma on : 
Sunday ensured Walter Maz- - 
-zarri's men kept the pressure | 
up on league leaders Juventus, ; 
: closing the gap to three points, | 
after Juve slipped up against | 
- Genoa. 
: De Laurentiis praised the boss, : 
‘saying: “I see Mazzarri as the ' 
: ideal coach for Napoli. I have an | 
: excellent relationship with him | 
- and have a lot of respect for him. : 
:I do not agree with everything - 
he says, but we respect each : 
: other. I hope he remains at Na- : 
: poli as long as possible.” 
: Meanwhile, attacking midfield- ; 
: er Marek Hamsik was delighted | 
:with the result over Parma, | 
: which has given him cause for | 
: optimism that Napoli can make | 
‘ a push for the Serie A title. 
' “It was a very difficult game,” : 
: Hamsik told the club’s website. 
: “But nevertheless, we got the | 
‘three points, and they were so : 
: important. 
- “We were all happy at the final 

: whistle, 
: were huge in the context of the 
: season.” 


because these points 


Group A - Final Standings 
PWDL F A GDPts 


1 Chile 4400 8 3 +512 
: 2 Colombia 4202105 +56 
3 Paraguay 4202 96+36 
4 Argentina 411267 -14 
5 Bolivia 4013 315-121 


: Paraguay 2 - 3 Chile 


Colombia 6 - 0 Bolivia 


' Paraguay 5-1 Bolivia 


Argentina 3 - 2 Colombia 


Group B - Final Standings 


PWDL F AGD Pts 


» 4 Peru NAA il a BoP 7 
» 2Uruguay 4130109 +16 
3 Ecuador 412155+05 
4 Venezuela 411234 14 
5 Brazil 411246 24 


Peru 1 - 0 Venezuela 
Uruguay 2 - 2 Ecuador 
Brazil 1 - 0 Venezuela 
Ecuador 2 - 1 Peru 
Uruguay 2 - 2 Venezuela 
Brazil 0 - 2 Peru 


Final Group - Current Standings 
PWDL F AGD Pts 


1 Colombia 430142429 
2 Paraguay SIO A389 7 
3 Uruguay 32014 2426 
4 Chile 42026 5+16 
5 Peru 41125 7-2 4 
6 Ecuador 4004410 -6 0 


Peru 1 - 1 Paraguay 
Colombia 1 - 0 Uruguay 
Chile 0 - 1 Uruguay 
Peru 0 - 1 Colombia 
Paraguay 1 - 0 Ecuador 
Chile 1 - 0 Colombia 
Peru 3 - 2 Ecuador 


Paraguay v Uruguay 
Chile v Peru 
Colombia v Paraguay 
Uruguay v Ecuador 


® 
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~@” WANT TO PLAY SOCCER IN THE USA? 


NSR Soccer Australia scout, evaluate & promote 


Australian players to 2500+ USA Colleges. 


soccer australia 


. Register for a trial in your region, to find out more visit www.nsrsocceraustralia.com 


The World Game 


MORELAND 


y Alex Milic 


der-21 team. 


The 41-year-old has signed a 
contract until the end of the | 
2013-15 UEFA European ; 


U21 Championship cam- 


paign, which concludes with | 
the final tournament in the | 
Czech Republic. Curcic re- | 


places current Red Star Bel- 


grade manager Aleksandar | 
Jankovic, who stepped down : 
from the U21 post following : 


Serbia’s failure to qualify for 
this summer’s finals in Israel. 


career as a centre-back, Cur- 


were promoted to the Serbian 
top flight in season 2004/05, 
and has also worked for FK 
Borac Cacak. 


© \ 
“= 


®, 


Radovan Curcic | 
has been ap- | 
pointed as the | 
new coach of Serbia’s Un- - 
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Drogba on his way to Istanbul from China. 


Curcic became assistant to 
senior Serbia boss Vladimir 


: Petrovic during qualification | 


é tel. for UEFA EURO 2012 and 
Following a low-key playing — was acting coach for the na- 
; ee tional side between October 
cic started coaching immedi- | 
ately after his retirement in Seria midfielder Zdravko 


2003. He guided home-town Kyzmanovic is close to sign- 


club FK Javor to the best sea- 
son in their history when they | 


2011 and May 2012. 


ing for Italian giants Inter- 
nazionale from Bundesliga 


_ side VFB Stuttgart in a deal 
: reported to be worth 2m eu- 
' ros while former Paritzan 


and national team midfielder 


: in Zagreb a ground Stankovic 
: knows too well having scored 


Zvonimir Vukic has signed 
for Greek side PAOK on a 
free transfer. 


: Dejan Stankovic has accepted 


Serbia national team manag- | 


: er’s Sinisa Mihajlovic’s call to 


help the national team in the | 
upcoming clash against Croa- 
tia in March. The vital World 
Cup Qualifier will take place 


both of Yugoslavia’s goals in 
a Euro 2000 qualifier which 


~ sent Yugoslavia to the finals 


while Croatia stayed home. 


Galatasaray AS 
have completed 
their second 
marquee signing in as 
many weeks after Didier 


' Drogba agreed terms on 


a one-and-a-half-year con- 


_ tract, following the arrival 


of Dutch international 


| Wesley Sneijder. 


- “Big clubs can only reach their 
: goals by signing high-profile 
: players,” said club president 
- Unal Aysal. “Drogba spoke 
: to Fatih Terim and told us 
that he was very happy to be 
joining a club of Galatasaray’s 
stature.” 
- The 34-year-old forward, who 
: is currently on international 
: duty with the Ivory Coast at 
: the Africa Cup of Nations, 
' boasts a wealth of UEFA 
: Champions League experi- 
ence having scored 39 goals 
in 77 appearances in the 
competition. He saved his 
- most significant strike for last 
: season’s final, heading Chel- 
» sea FC level with FC Bayern 
Miinchen before scoring the 
' penalty that gave the English 
: club its first historic title. 
Drogba began his career in 
France, featuring for Le Mans 
- UC 72, EA Guingamp and 
- Olympique de Marseille be- 
: fore joining Chelsea in 2004, 
: where he found the net 100 
: times in 226 Premier League 
games. His move to Turkey, 
meanwhile, brings to an end 
a sixth-month stay with Chi- 
nese side Shanghai Shenhua 
: FC. 


: Galatasaray face FC Schalke | 

: 04 in the UEFA Champions |: 

: League round of 16, with the | 
first leg in Istanbul on 20 Feb- 
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- Former 
: played around 200 competitive 
- games for the Black Sea side 


:ruary and the return in Ger- 
' many on 12 March. 


Meanwhile, Tolunay Kafkas is 


: the new coach of Turkish Su- 
: per League outfit Trabzonspor 
_ AS, signing a three-and-a-half- 


year contract to replace Senol 
Gunes who stepped down. 


: The 44-year-old Kafkas had 
: been working for the Turkish 
: Football Association (TFF) as 


head of football development 


‘and Under-21 national team 
coach since October 2011. 
- “Starting a new job at Trab- 


zonspor, a club which I gave 


: everything for, is a big respon- 
: sibility and one of the most 
: significant steps that I have 


taken in my life,” he said. 
defender Kafkas 


from 1993-97 before switch- 
ing to Galatasaray AX. He later 


‘played in Austria for SV Pas. 
: ching, LASK Linz and FC Ad- 


mira Wacker Médling before 


‘retiring in 2005. As a coach, 
he led Kayserispor to Turk- 
-ish Cup glory in 2007/08 and 
: later worked at Gaziantepspor 


before taking up his role with 


: the TFE 
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By Andrew Bishara 


FA CUP’S LUST 
LIVES ON 


Well, talk about surprises huh? 
I ranted on a couple of weeks 
previously how the FA Cup 
might have lost its allure; how 
in the past it was considered a 
major piece of silverware, that 
England would literally “stop” 
in its tracks come the final. 

Nowadays, clubs see qualifica- 
tion into the Champions League 
(and for some clubs winning it) as 
the Holy Grail; that the big boys 
would put out their ‘B’ team for 
the games, clearly showing no in- 
terest in winning it. 

But this year has been a little dif 
ferent. Firstly, the big teams, (the 
likes of the Manchester clubs, 
Arsenal etc) have taken interest 
in winning the cup, by actually 
putting on full strength squads for 
the games. Yes, United faced Ful- 
ham and City had to contend with 
Stoke City, but they still put an im- 
pressive line up (at one point, City 
had Aguero, Tevez, Dzeko and 
Silva on the pitch). Even Sir Alex 
Ferguson admitted that: “The FA 
Cup’s an important trophy for us 
this season”, highlighting that it 
probably hasn’t been as important 
in the past. 

Arsene Wenger too, coped a lot 
of flak in the past for putting out 
weakened teams, but against 
Brighton & Hove Albion, he 
threw on his best team. More so, 
because he knows this is his last 
chance to win a trophy this sea- 


Bouzanis 3-2 Jones: Aussie keepers were in the thick of the FA Cup action 


ENGLAND EPL =—— 


RaW DSA GDiERts 


1 Manchester United 24 19 2 3 59 31 
2Manchester City 24 15 7 2 45 19 
3 Chelsea 2413 7 4 49 24 
4 Tottenham Hotspur 24 12 6 6 41 29 
5 Everton ZX hh eh Byer aY 
6 Arsenal 2410 8 6 48 29 
7 Liverpool PERI fh of LE hd) 
8 Swansea City DAS oe OMG nota 2) 
9 West Bromwich... 24 10 4 10 34 34 
10 Stoke City 246 12 6 24 29 
11 Sunderland VTE hE 2a hil 
12 Fulham 2657 Sei Oe coer 4 
13 WestHam United 24 7 6 11 27 36 
14 Norwich City 246 9 9 2 40 
15 Newcastle United 24 6 6 12 30 42 
16 Southampton PEN Vy th ih) ah A 
17 Reading 244 8 12 30 45 
18WiganAthletic 24 5 5 14 27 45 
19 Aston Villa 244 8 12 20 46 
20 Queens Park Ra...24 2 10 12 18 37 


www.goalweekly.com 
Latest Results 
Aston Villa 1 - 2 Newcastle Utd QPR v Nomich City 

Moctrocatfst — QPRO-0Man City Arsenal v Stoke City 
+28 59 WDWWW Stoke City 2 - 2 Wigan Athletic Everton v Aston Villa 
+26 52 DWWWW Sunderland 0 - 0 Swansea City Newcastle Utd v Chelsea 
+25 46 DWDWL Arsenal 2 - 2 Liverpool Reading v Sunderland 
Me i eel Norwich City 1-1 Tottenham West Ham v Swansea City 
#19 38 DWLLD Everton 2-1 WBA Wigan Athletic v Southampton 
12 35 DWLWW Man Utd 2 - 1 Southampton Fulham v Manchester Utd 
ef ¥ D a w Reading 2 - 2 Chelsea WBA v Tottenham Hotspur 
& o) LLL Fulham 3 - 1 West Ham Manchester City v Liverpool 
4 29 DWWLL 
5 28 WLDWL 
9 27 LLDLW 
Sire?) oa Every season Wigan, seem to pull miraculous sur- 
a =a Nes vival after miraculous survival. Will they do it again 
45 20 DWWLW this year? They have a relegation six-pointer against 
18 20 DLDLW Southampton in a game they must surely win for 
-26 20 LDLDL another miraculous escape. 
19 16 DDDWL 


son, especially given the prospect 
they might not make the Champi- 
ons League, his reputation is hold- 
ing by a thread. 
So too, does Rafael Benitez. Chel- 
sea fans would gladly see the back 
of him, yet he enraged them more 
so; by admitting he is eyeing an 
extended stay at Stamford Bridge. 
So against Brentford he put out 
his best line up. As did Liverpool 
against Oldham and Tottenham 
against Leeds United. Which 
brings us to the second point... 
The surprises! Arsenal needed an 
85th minute deflected winner to 
go past Brighton, after a thrilling 
contest. A replay was definitely 
on the cards at the 84th minute of 
play. Chelsea twice came back to 
ensure they got their replay, but 
with a team as expensive as theirs, 
they should of breezed through 
the contest. Yet, those weren’t the 
biggest stories of the weekend. 
QPR, Norwich, Aston Villa, Tot- 
tenham and Liverpool, all Premier 
League teams were bundled out of 
the competition by lower league 
teams. Oldham’s stunning 3-2 over 
Liverpool was a case in point about 
this season’s competition. 
As Brendan Rodgers put out a full 


team including the likes of Luis 
Suarez, Daniel Sturridge and Joe 
Allen in the team, they were dis- 
mantled by the League One side 
Oldham. It renounces the two 
previous criticisms with the com- 
petition: the lack of interest from 


the big teams and the absence of : 
» more complex. 
Now, we're in the Fifth Round of : 


shocks. 


the competition, there are only six 
Premier League teams (not includ- 
ing Chelsea) in the last 16, with a 
mixture of lower league teams and 
Luton Town, who became the first 
non-league team to make it this far 
in the competition in 24 years. 

With the status of this year’s com- 


more shocks will be on the hori- 
zon. Of course I could be wrong 


and everything could go back to : 
» than they are now they have a 
' new manager in charge? After 
» two months: has Harry Redknapp 
» done enough? 


normal. So here’s to hoping that 
this season’s FA Cup continues to 
echo the memories of its illustri- 
ous past. 


with a 0-0 draw against cham- 


their title ambitions further. 


That’s right, that’s the same QPR : 


: that been rooted to the bottom 
: of the table this season. They al- 
ways say that it ultimately comes 
: down to the players — that while 
: managers are integral now more 
: than ever, without the calibre of 
: players, he can’t do much about it. 


Which makes QPR’s case a little 


Because QPR have a very good 


: list of players: including the likes 
: of Park Ji-Sung, Estaban Granero, 
: Loic Remy, Julio Cesar, Fabio Da 
: Silva, Adel Taarabt and Shaun 
» Wright-Phillips. That’s a collective 
: spine of quality players, who pos- 
: sess the talent needed to make 
© a decent finish in the Premier 
petition, there is no doubting that : 
: would of made the best out of this 
: team. 


League. And a skilled manager 


So, should QPR be better off 


Firstly, blame must be taken 


: off him for their current state — 
By the time you read this, QPR : 
pulled off another shock result | 
: leaving Redknapp to pick up the 
pions Manchester City, denting - 


that’s down to predecessor Mark 
Hughes’ ill-fated reign of the club, 


pieces. 
Secondly, he’s taken over a group 
filled with uninterested players, 


clearly more keen on their high 
paycheck than their footballing 
status. Redknapp’s row with Jose 
Bosingwa and constant battles 
with player agents means that 
there is (or probably was) some 
player disharmony in the ranks. 

Thirdly, this isn’t a team Red- 
knapp constructed. Public knowl 
edge is that Redknapp is a man 
who doesn’t mind jumping in 
there, fixing up moral, changing 
things around with the list that 
he’s offered, then making huge 
changes when the opportunity 
arises. 

And that’s what he’s been try- 
ing to do. Reports have surfaced 
that he’s travelled across Europe 
searching for players. He’s already 
pull off one major coup in bring- 
ing in Remy (a player hunted by 
the likes of Tottenham, Arsenal 
and was on his way to Newcastle); 
now he’s set to bring in pupil Peter 
Crouch (who worked with him at 
Portsmouth and Spurs) and Chris- 
topher Samba. 

It still brings us back to: has 
Redknapp done enough? They’re 
unbeaten in four; three of which 
were draws (against the big boys, 
Spurs and Manchester City) plus 
a smash-and-grab win over Chel- 


sea. It’s a side that defensively 
they have shored up, however, 
during that period; they have had 
84 shots against them, while only 
mustering up 28 shots on goal of 
their own. It could be said they 
have been lucky to come out with 
six points from 12. 
Still though, they are bottom, four 
points from safety, currently held 
by Wigan on 20 points. Which 
sums up Redknapp’s form: they’ve 
improved, but not enough. Yes, 
they’ve played against all the big 
boys, and a point is better than 
zero, but surviving relegation 
means chalking up some wins on 
the board. And against Norwich 
City this weekend, they most cer- 
tainly can win, especially given 
the Canaries’ poor form of late. 
However, will Redknapp want to 
release the shackles for the win? 
Harry Houndini is Redknapp’s 
nickname that was bestowed on 
him when he saved Portsmouth 
twice. So far though, he has yet 
to pull out his biggest trick, if he’s 
going to save this bunch of per- 
formers. 


Andrew Bishara runs the 
popular football website 
http://thetrequartista.com 


Evolve or die: Spurs searching for title success 


By Eddie Gray 


Football is an industry where 
you cannot afford to stand 
still. 

Forward and visionary think- 
ing has always been rewarded 
and if you fail to innovate and 
keep up with the times then 
you will be left trailing be- 
hind. 

Whether that be on the pitch or 
in the boardroom, tactical gam- 
bles have to be made in order to 
achieve success. 

And to get to the top of the lad- 
der, where everyone wants to be, 
you have to take risks which can 
sometimes be unfavourable, and 
that is exactly what Tottenham 
Chairman Daniel Levy did this 
summer when he sacked Harry 
Redknapp and replaced him with 
Andre Villas Boas. 

At the time the decision looked 
a strange one; Redknapp had 
finished fourth and in doing 
so secured Champions League 
football, although they were in 
the end replaced by winners 
Chelsea, and he had produced a 
brand of football early on in the 
season which led many to be- 
lieve Spurs could be genuine title 
challengers. 

But Levy saw the situation dif- 
ferently and appointed Villas 
Boas to take the club further 
forward and, despite a chorus 


; ABV calls the shots at training 


Jermain Defoe calling the shots in front of goal 


: of disapproval at the start of his 
: reign from certain sections, the | 
: man from Portugal has won over 
: the doubters and proved the Tot- 
' tenham Chairman was right to : 
: take a leap of faith when he could : 
‘have so comfortably sat tight : 
: with Redknapp. 
: The former Chelsea manager | 
: has arguably a weaker starting : 
: eleven than his predecessor, | 
: with the summer sales of Rafael | 
: Van der Vaart to Hamburg and | 
: Luka Modric to Real Madrid, | 
: but the replacements Villas Boas | 
* brought in have slotted into his : 


fluid 4-3-3 system well, as well as 


adapting to the recently deployed | 
4-4-2 formation, with Moussa : 
Dembele providing composure ; 
on the ball in the centre of the | 
field and Jan Vertonghen and : 
- for the Champions League by : 
: tenham will have to invest in a 


Hugo Lloris vastly improving 


the defensive solidarity at White 


: Hart lane. 

Away from the Premier League 
: Spurs have progressed into the 
: first knockout stages of the Euro- 
pa League, a competition where 
their manager has a winning his- 
tory with Porto, and are amongst 


: the favourites to win it outright if 


they can adequately manage the 
gruelling schedule of domestic 
and European football. 

But the Thursday Sunday match- 
es which the Europa League 
provides are tough and will have 
to be avoided next season if Tot- 
tenham are going to step up to 
the next level and put together 
a challenge for the league title, 
something which could be a real 
possibility. 

The first criteria they will have 
to meet is securing qualification 


the end of the 2012/13 season. 


: By doing this not only will they 
' be able to recruit a better stan- : 
: dard of player due to the lure of | 
: playing in the world’s elite club : 
' competition, but their fixture : 
: list will be far more preferable 
: and desirable, with a day’s extra 
: rest between games compared | 
: to what they currently get in the 
' Europa League. 


If that is achieved the founda- 


' tions will be laid for a strong : 
: bid to become Premier League 
: champions, something the club 
' has never done, but achieving 
: Champions League status will : 
' not be enough on its own and 
: Spurs will still have to improve 
: in other areas if they really are to 
' push the two Manchester clubs | 
: and be in with a shout of league 
» success come May 2014. 


At the sharp end of the field Tot- 


world class striker if they are to 
fire their way to the top of the ta- 
ble. As we have seen this season 
at Manchester United, Robin Van 
Perise has been instrumental in 
keeping them at the top of the 
division since his big summer 
transfer from Arsenal and has 
proven how crucial an exception- 


: al goal scorer can be. 


For Spurs, Jermain Defoe has 
been their lead striker, with Em- 
manuel Adebayor as his under- 


: study, but the latter has been 
out of sorts for a large part of ; 


the year and if an injury were to 
occur to Defoe then Villas Boas 
would be extremely short, as was 


: shown by their FA cup exit at the 


hands of Leeds when Defoe was 


vesting up front is a must. 


challenge the two front men al- 


» ready at White Hart Lane a mid- 
. fielder who can add more assists 
: to the team would benefit the 
: side massively. 


Lewis Holtby has agreed to join 


: the club from Schalke 04 and he 
_ will add a creative spark to an 
: already exciting attacking line, 
: which includes Gareth Bale and 
» Aaron Lennon, but a further mid- 
_ fielder who can provide more 
: chances to the likes of Bale, Len- 
: non and Defoe would be ideal. 


That man could be Joao Moutin- 


: ho, who Villas Boas tried to ac- 
' quire when he first joined Tot- 
: tenham, but he missed out on 
» his man due to Porto and Spurs 
: differing on their valuation of the 
: player. Moutinho, who was the 
: stand out performer for Portugal 
: in the 2012 Euro’s, even eclips- 
' ing his prestigious team-mate 


Cristiano Ronaldo, would suit 


: Spurs’s approach as his incisive 
: and quick passing would release 
: the pace of Bale and Lennon 


far more frequently. The Por- 


- tuguese central midfielder also 
© displayed tremendous work rate 
_ which would enable him to adapt 
: to the Premier League easily due 
: to its ferocious and high tempo 
: style making him an excellent 
: acquisition if the transfer can be 
» made. 


If Villas Boas can achieve the 
obvious goals he has been set 


' this season, getting Champions 
' League football, and then is 
» backed in the summer transfer 


window, the man from Portugal 


rested and Adehayor wasaway at : could have an excellent chance 


: the African Cup of Nations, 60 in- : of taking Tottenham to the sum- 


mit of the Premier League by the 


In addition to a forward who can end of 2014. 
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Lazio 0 - 1 Chievo Roma v Cagliari 
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home. 
Following a battling draw at 
Fiorentina, Napoli faced another 


tough road assignment. Parma held : 


the only remaining unbeaten home 
record this term as they welcomed 
the Azzurri to the Stadio Ennio 
Tardini. This streak stood after 10 
matches and visits from clubs such 
as Milan, Fiorentina, Roma, Inter 
and Juventus. 

Parma had won seven of their past 
Serie A meetings compared to 
Napoli’s four, but the visitors could 


take heart from their recent record ; 


of three wins from four trips to 
the stadium. Napoli captain Paolo 
Cannavaro was making his first 
appearance since being cleared in 
the match fixing trial. 

Parma’s record included six wins 
and four draws, but it was Napoli 


who made the better opening. They : 


were rewarded after 20 minutes 
as Marek Hamsik produced an 
angled drive to beat Antonio 
Mirante. Morgan De Sanctis then 
pulled off a fantastic save, a week 
after his Florence howler, to deny 


Nicola Sansone from point-blank 
range. Parma felt it crossed the 
line, but replays backed the Napoli 
custodian. 

Mirante and De Sanctis were frus- 
trating the strikers, but there was 
nothing the Napoli shot-stopper 
could do when Sansone’s cross 
looped in after hitting Cannavaro. 
Napoli were not to be denied, as 
Edinson Cavani’s perfectly timed 
run and finish meant they toppled 
the Tardini. 

Walter Mazzarri praised Parma, 
but also complimented his side 
after ending the record. “Today 
we understood why nobody had 
won at the Tardini...The statistics 
say we have an extra 15 points 
compared to this time last year, 
when it was still a great season. 
This term we are going above and 
beyond expectations, but must also 
remember that every game is truly 
complicated in Italy.” 

They moved to within three points 
of Juventus after the Bianconeri 
were held 1-1 by struggling Genoa 
in a controversial match. Davide 


Ballardini was on the bench for the 
first time in his second Rossoblu 
reign. Fabio Quagliarella opened 
the scoring 10 minutes after half 
time, however former Juve striker 
Marco Borriello nodded in from 
close range to level proceedings. 
There was controversy afterwards, 
as Juve felt they should have been 
awarded two penalties. Mirko 
Vucinic was held back by Luca An- 
tonelli, while Andreas Granqvist’s 
attempted sliding clearance hit his 
outstretched arm inside the final 
10 seconds. The extra official and 
linesman appeared certain it was 

a penalty, but the referee did not. 
Antonio Conte and the players 
were livid, while director Giuseppe 
Marotta asserted that because the 
referee was from Torre Annunziata 
— close to Naples - he was put in a 
difficult situation. Genoa also felt 
hard done by, stating a Vucinic 
handball in the first half was not 
punished. Because of their actions, 
Leonardo Bonucci and Conte 

were suspended for two matches, 


Giorgio Chiellini one and Marotta 
until February 18th. 

Lazio missed an opportunity to 
close the gap, falling to a home 
defeat against Chievo. The Romans 
had not defeated Chievo at the 
Stadio Olimpico since 2002-03 

and the streak continued when 
Alberto Paloschi tapped in from 
close range just past the hour. 
Vladimir Petkovic’s side remain in 
third position. 

Inter also failed to make headway, 
drawing 2-2 with Torino. Christian 
Chivu curled in an early free kick, 
but Riccardo Meggiorini scored 

his first Toro goals - and first since 
September 2011 - to put the visitors 
ahead. Esteban Cambiasso ensured 
a share of the spoils. 

Bologna and Roma played an 
enthralling 3-3 draw. Alesandro 
Florenzi’s opener was cancelled out 
by Alberto Gilardino, but Pablo Os- 
valdo and Manolo Gabbiadini then 
netted. From 2-2 after 25 minutes, 
Bologna went ahead after the break 
when Christian Pasquato scored. 
Panagiotis Tachtsidis levelled as 


. Bologna then struck the woodwork 
: twice in the final few minutes. 

: Elsewhere, Milan earned a slender 
» 10 win at Atalanta thanks to 

- Stephan El Shaarawy, while Catania 
: continued Fiorentina’s miserable 

: start to the year with a 2-1 win. 

» Sampdoria’s 19-year-old Argentine 

' Mauro Icardi scored four as Pes- 

: cara were hammered 6-0. Cagliari 

> secured a last-minute draw at home 
: to Palermo, while Udinese’s Luis 
Muriel scored the only goal in their 
: victory over Siena. 

: Napoli return home this weekend 

: to face in-form Catania. The Sicil- 

- jans occupy seventh position, but 

: have claimed just two of their 10 

; season wins on their travels. Na- 

© poli’s Valon Behrami returns from 

: suspension, but the visitors lack 

: influential midfielder Francesco 
Lodi, suspended. 

- Juventus and Lazio — after meeting 

- in the Coppa Italia semi final sec- 


_ ond leg in midweek, won by Lazio— | 
: looking to steer clear of the relega- 
tion zone. 


: are on the road to face each other’s 
: opponent from last weekend. Juve 


: ably in mid-table after their win last 
: Saturday. Meanwhile, Lazio are at 

_ Genoa. The Rossoblu continue to 

» occupy a relegation spot, but are 

| buoyed by fight back and ability 

: to frustrate Juventus last week. 

: Petkovic will be hoping German 

: striker Miroslav Klose can return 

: to the starting XI. 

: Elsewhere, Fiorentina have fallen 

» out of the European places and 
must recover when they face 

- Parma, while in-form Milan and 

: Udinese meet at the San Siro. The 

» Rossoneri are remarkably just 

: six points from the Champions 

- League, looking a much better side 
: than earlier in the campaign. 

» Palermo host out-of-form Atalanta, 

» while Pescara will be hoping to 

: bounce back from their humiliating 
- loss when they take on Bologna. 

» Roma entertains Cagliari and Inter 
: are on the road at Siena. Finally, 

- Torino welcomes Sampdoria to the 


Stadio Olimpico di Torino, both 


. : travels to Chievo, who sit comfort-  * 


By Pepe Lopez 


Real Madrid Signs 
Emergency Keeper 


Jose Mourinho was dealt a squad 
injury blow that may personally 
have been a sweet little victory. 
Much has been made of the bad 
relations between the Real Ma- 
drid manager Jose Mourinho and 
Real Madrid and Spanish Inter- 
national goalkeeper Iker Casillas 
since the manager dropped his 
goalkeeper for the 1st time just 
prior to the Christmas break. 

In Iker Casillas’ place, was promoted 
the apprentice Antonio Adan, but the 
25 year old locally produced goal- 
keeper may well have been punching 
way above his weight at this stage of 
his career in La Liga and possibly the 
UEFA Champions League, playing 
for Real Madrid, of all clubs. As Jose 
publicly claimed that Adan, on debut, 
was promoted ahead of Casillas pure- 
ly based on form, any half interested 
football follower read between the 
lines, in that there has been a politi- 
cal coup. In short time Adan found 
himself suspended, enabling Casillas’ 
return, however Casillas broke his 
hand against Valencia, and will miss 
the next 3 months of football, possi- 
bly the rest of the season. 

The real issue appears to stem to- 
ward Iker Casillas’ love interest Sara 


Real Madrid’s newest member of the goalkeeping department at the Bern- 


abeu, Diego Lopez. 


SPAIN La Liga 


PWD ara 


1 Barcelona Cl RY 4) it tal 
2 Atlético Madrid Py iy LY) 
3 Real Madrid 2113 4 4 54 20 
4 Malaga Aw 8 SG 
5 Real Betis Bil BG Sl es 
6 Rayo Vallecano 21 11 1 9 30 36 
7 Valencia Ai S Gh By es 
8 Levante A) i) 8 © Ay eh) 
9 Real Sociedad 2) O f Ge ws 
10 Real Valladolid 218 4 9 30 27 
11 Sevilla Blu & WM A Ao 
12 Getafe 2 8 @ Ay a5 
13 Athletic Club 217 4 10 27 40 
14RealZaragoza 21 7 2 12 21 30 
15 Espanyol Zs if) RY 
16 Celta de Vigo AS 8 TW wl 26 
17 Granada Plo 8 HW abl <2 
18 Osasuna 214 6 11 #17 «26 
19 Mallorca ZAR Sen 222 0enoo! 
20DeportivoLaC... 213 7 11 26 45 


GD Pts 


Last5games 
Most recent first 
+47 58 WLWWW 
+21 47 LWWDW 
+34 43 WWDWL 
+14 35 WDLLW 
2 35 LDWWL 
6 34 WLWWW 
4 33 WLWWW 
4 33 WLLWL 
+4 30 DWDLW 
43° 28 ~LWWLL 
2 26 WDLWL 
-10 26 LDDLL 
13°25 WDLLL 
9 23 DLLLW 
9 22 DWWLW 
6 20 DDLWL 
-14 20 LWDLW 
9 18 LWDLL 
17 17 LLLDW 
-19 16 LLDWL 


Latest Results This Week 


Celta Vigo 1 - 1 R Sociedad R Valladolid v Athletic Club 
Levante 2 - 1 R Valladolid 
Real Zaragoza 0 - 0 Espanyol 
Deportivo 2 - 3 Valencia 

Real Madrid 4 - 0 Getafe 
Rayo Vallecano 3-0R Betis Malaga v Real Zaragoza 
Barcelona 5 - 1 Osasuna 
Athletic Club 3 - 0 At Madrid 
Mallorca 2 - 3 Malaga 
Sevilla 3 - 0 Granada 


Osasuna v Celta de Vigo 
Getafe v Deportivo 
Espanyol v Levante 
Granada v Real Madrid 


Sevilla v Rayo Vallecano 
Valencia v Barcelona 
Atlético Madrid v Real Betis 
Real Sociedad v Mallorca 


Just days after the bruising Spanish Cup Semi Final ‘st leg 
between Barcelona and Real Madrid at Camp Nou in Bar- 
celona, Barca will travel to Valencia to take on their regional 
neighbours at the Estadio Mestalla. Oddly the 2nd leg of 
the Spanish Cup alternatively known as “Copa Del Rey’ will 
take place a month from now, and be followed a few days 
later with a La Liga version of the El Clasico (Real v Barca), 


at the same venue, Santiago Bernabeu in Madrid. 


Carbonero, a Madrid based journalist 
who not only has inside knowledge 
of Real Madrid’s dressing room se- 
crets, but now openly discusses her 
opinions on such matters. Sara was 
recently quoted in Mexican television 
with the following statement; 

“Right now, there is a split in the 
changing room and we will have to 
wait until the end of the season to see 
if Mourinho ends up going because 
he has many fronts open here at Real 
Madrid.” 

Ironically, Spain’s number one sports 
publication, Marca, ran a story last 
week, that Iker Casillas and Sergio 
Ramos (illustrated by drawing), offer- 
ing billionaire Real Madrid president 
Florentino Perez an ultimatum, that 
either Jose Mourinho leaves the club 
next season, or the two players do. 
Your ever-reliable source of La Liga 
news, Pepe Lopez, is willing to bet 
that all 3 will be gone next season. 


The new incoming goalkeeper at Real 
Madrid, is Diego Lopez (no relation to 
Pepe) from Sevilla FC, a former Real 
Madrid under-study, who had this to 
say of his move back to Real; 

“T am really excited and very happy. 
It’s all been so quick. I'll have to get 
used to it. To go back to my club, the 
club I love, where I grew up and got 
trained is beautiful and something 
really special. I'm going to make the 
most of this opportunity I’ve been 
given and thank all those that have 
made this signing possible.” 

Real Madrid Florentino Perez denied 
the ultimatum described by Marca 
media as actually having taken place, 
however it is rumoured that Perez of- 
fered his players a share in a 10 mil- 
lion Euro bonus if they collectively 
happen to win this season’s UEFA 
Champions League to pacify the cur- 
rent angry sentiment. Coincidentally, 
10 million Euro is the amount that 


Real Madrid’s midfielder Kaka earns 
every season, an amount that would 
offset the potential player bonus if 
Real Madrid and AC Milan agree a 
last minute transfer that would see 
the Brazilian return to the club he 


used to play for. 


A thumping late header from 
Raphael Varane has earned Real 
Madrid a 1-1 draw in their Copa 
del Rey semi-final first leg against 
Barcelona. 
Varane’s 81st-minute header ensured 
Real head to Barcelona for the second 
leg on February 26 on equal terms af- 
ter Cesc Fabregas had put the Cata- 
lan visitors ahead in the 50th minute. 
Madrid were without five first-team 
regulars for their fourth Clasico of 
the season, as Iker Casillas and Pepe 
missed out because of injury, while 


the likes of Sergio Ramos, Fabio Co- 
entrao and Angel Di Maria were all 
absent through suspension. 

Barcelona, meanwhile, named a full- 
strength starting line-up. 

Despite all their missing men it was 
the home side that made the brighter 
start at the Santiago Bernabeu. 
Within a minute of kick-off Cristiano 
Ronaldo was charging at the heart 
of the Barcelona defence and his 
driving run towards goal was only 
stopped by a cynical challenge from 
Gerard Pique. 

The Portuguese attacker took the set 
piece himself and forced Barcelona 
goalkeeper Jose Manuel Pinto into a 
fine diving save. 

Barcelona had the next three major 
chances of the match with Andres 
Iniesta cleverly setting up Jordi Alba 
only for the left-back to volley wide 
before Xavi curled a free-kick onto 
the crossbar with Real Madrid goal- 


keeper Diego Lopez beaten. 

Xavi then had a goal-bound shot 
cleared off the line by Varane after 
Lionel Messi picked up Ricardo Car- 
valho’s poor back-pass to set up the 
Barcelona captain and somehow the 
first half finished scoreless. 

Just five minutes after halftime, the 
visitors took the lead when Fabregas 
clinically side-footed the ball past Lo- 
pez after being played in by Messi, 
who had stolen the ball from Xabi 
Alonso. 

Varane denied Fabregas soon after 
with a well-timed challenge as the 
Barcelona midfielder looked certain 
to double his team’s lead. 

With nine minutes left plus stoppage 
time and Barcelona seemingly happy 
to hold out for a 1-0 win, Varane pro- 
duced the key moment for the home 
team, rising highest to send an em- 
phatic header into the net from Me- 
sut Oezil’s free-kick. 


World of Soccer - 


UA) OP SUGGS & 


Dandenong 


Shop 4/119 Lonsdale Street 


Tel: 9794 5860 


FREE POSTAGE ANYWHERE 
IN AUSTRALIA 


~P ITHE(ONE|STUPISHOPIELORIALLWOURISOCCERINEEDS) 


www.worldofsocca.com.au 


25 Euro Scoreboard 


1.HNL 


Super Lig 


Last5games Last5games 
P WODHLF A GD Pts Most recent first A GD Pts _— Most recent first 
1 Dinamo Zagreb 18 13 2 3 39 14 425 41 WLWLW 1 Galatasaray 19 10 6 3 37 23 +14 36 WLDWW 4 Partizan 15 12 
2 Hajduk Split 1999 6 4 27 14 +13 33 WDDDW 2 Fenerbahce 198 7 4 2 22 47 31 WDLLW 2Crvena Zvezda 15 10 
3 Lokomotiva 199 5 5 27 21 +6 32 WLWDW 3 Besiktas 198 7 4 41 29 +12 31 LDWDD 3 Jagodina 15 9 
4Rieka = 19. 9 5 5 2B 23 #5 32 DD W WL 4 Antalyaspor 1999 3 7 31 29 +2 30 LLLWD 4 Vojvodina 15 7 
5SlavenKoprivnica 19 9 4 6 28 26 +2 31 DWLWL 5 Kasimpaga 198 5 6 29 21 +8 29 WWLLD 5 Rad Beograd 15 7 
6 Split 199 3 7 2 2 +6 30 LWWLW GEskisehirspo 197 7 5 34 24 +0 28 WDLDD 6 Javorlvanjica 15 7 
7 Osijek 185 8 5 19 17 +2 23 LDLDL 7 Bursaspor 1996 9 4 29 2 +4 27 LWDDW 7Sloboda Uzice 15 6 
8 lstra 1961 195 5 9 17 22 5 20 LOLLW 8 Genclerbirligi 196 9 4 31 29 +2 27 WWDDD 8 Spartak Subotica 15 6 
QInterZapresic 89 19 4 7 8 21 25 -4 19 LLLWD 9 Karabilkspor 198 3 8 2 30 4 2 LWWWw QOFK Beograd 15 6 
10 Zadar 194 5 10 20 36 -16 17 WDWLW 10 Istanbul BB 197 4 8 25 23 +2 25 WDWWL 10 Novi Pazar 15 3 
11 Cibalia 194 4 1 16 31 -15 16 LOLWL 11 Trabzonspor =s19':« 6 «SCS 40 24 «XLLDLD 44 Donji Srem 15 4 
12 Zagreb 1994 4 1 12 31 19 16 WDWLL 12 Sivasspor 1996 5 8 2 2 6 23 LDWLL 12RadniékiNiS 15 3 
13 Kayserispor 1996 4 9 2 31 6 22 WLLWD 13 BSK Boréa 15 4 
14 Orduspor 1994 9 6 2 21 - 21 LDDDL 14 Hajduk Kula 15-3 
15Gaziantepspor 195 6 8 17 26 -9 21 LDWDL 15 Radnigki 1923... 15 2 
16 Elazigspor 194 8 7 16 30 -14 20 WDLDW 16 Smederevo ey 4] 
17 Mersin dmanyurdu19 4 7 8 22 28 -6 19 WDLWL 
18 AkhisarBeled... 19 3 7 9 13 28 -15 16 LDWDL 
Bundesliga [ua Eredivisie 
Last5games 
P WD LFA GD Pts mostresont frst DL FA GD Meccan! 
1 Bayern Miinchen 19 15 3 1 48 7 +41 48 WWDWD 1 PSV 20141 5 66 22 +44 43 WLWDW 1 Celtic 24 16 
2Bayer Leverkusen 19 11 4 4 36 23 +13 37 DWWLW 2 Twente 2126 2 35 14 «+421 42 DDWWL 2QInvernessCT 23:9 
3.Borussia Dortmund 19 10 6 3 43 20 +23 36 WWWLD 3 Ajax 217 2 47 23 +24 40 LWDWW 3 Motherwell 23 10 
4EintrachtFran... 19 10 3 6 36 31 +5 33 WLWWL 4 Vitesse 211 5 4 38 24 +44 38 WLLDL 4 Hibernian 25 9 
5 Mainz 05 199 3 7 2 21 +6 30 WDWLW 5 Feyenoord 21 5 4 37 26 +1 38 DLWWD 5St. Johnstone 24 8 
6 Schalke 04 198 5 6 32 29 +3 29 DWLLD 6 Utrecht 2106 4 29 20 +9 36 WWDWD 6 Aberdeen 25 8 
7BorussiaM'gla.. 19 7 8 4 27 27 +0 29 WDDWD 7 NEC D7 8 Vv BB a7 By WILLD 7 Dundee United 24 7 
8 Freiburg 197 7 5 224 18 +6 28 DDWWD 8ADODenHaag 205 10 5 33 32 +1 25 DDWLD 8 Kilmarnock 247 
QHamburgerSV 19 8 4 7 22 24 -2 28 WDLWD AZ 206 6 8 31 34 -3 24 WWLWD Heart of Midlo... 23 7 
10Hannover96 «19 8 «2 «9 38 387 «+1 «26 WLLWL 10RKC Waalwijk 205 8 7 24 26 2 23 LDDDW 10 Ross County 23 6 
11 Stuttgart 1997 4 8 241 32 -11 25 LLLWW 11 Heracles 205 8 7 37 40 -3 23 LWDLD 11 St. Mirren 247 
12WerderBremen 196 4 9 30 37 -7 22 LLDLW 12 Groningen M5 8 0 © @ 4G A) WiLDL 12 Dundee 24 3 
13 Wolfsburg 1996 4 9 2 2 -9 22 LWLWD 13 NAC Breda 205 5 10 2 37 -17 20 WWLDD 
14FortunaDisseldorf19 5 6 8 23 27 -4 21 LLWLW 14 PEC Zwolle 204 7 9 2 31 +0 19 DWDLD 
15 Niirnberg 1995 6 8 18 2 -8 21 LDDWL 15Heerenveen 204 7 9 28 40 -12 19 DLWLD 
16 Augsburg 192 7 10 15 31 -16 13 DWDLD 16 Roda JC 204 7 9 2% 39 -13 19 DWWDD 
17 Hoffenheim 193 4 12 2 43 -19 13 LDLLL 17 WV 203 6 1 23 43 -20 15 LLLDW 
18GreutherFirth 19 1 6 12 11 33 -22 9 LLDLL 18 Willem II 202 7 1 18 42 -24 13 LDDLD 
Last5games 
Pw D MGstiscant ist PWODL Pts inet = P W 
1 Cardiff City 28 19 3 6 woWWww (Tranmere Rovers 29 16 8 5 46 26 +20 56 WLWWW 1 Gillingham 28 16 
2 Leicester City 28 15 5 8 49 23 +26 50 WWWWD 2DoncasterRovers 28 17 5 6 43 25 +18 56 WWWDW 2 Port Vale 28 15 
3 Hull Ci 28 15 5 8 39 31 +8 50 DLDWD 3SwindonTown 28 14 8 6 49 19 +30 50 DWDWW 3Burton Albion 30 13 
4 Watford 2915 4 10 56 39 +17 49 LWWWL 4 Brentford 2813 11 4 «+41 #27 «+14 50 DLWDD 4 Northampton Town 29 13 
5CrystalPalace 29 13 9 7 50 36 +14 48 LDLWD 5AFC Bournemouth 29 13 10 6 50 39 +11 49 WWLDD 5 Exeter City 29 13 
6 Middlesbrough 28 15 2 11 47 39 +8 47 LLLWW 6 Sheffield United 28 12 12 4 39 26 +13 48 DLDLW 6 Cheltenham Town 28 12 
7Brighton &Hov... 28 10 12 6 40 30 +10 42 DDWWL 7 Yeovil Town 2143 11 +45 39 «+6 45 WWWWL 7Southend United 28 12 
8 Burnley 2912 6 11 44 42 +2 42 LWWWL 8 Coventry City 30 12 8 10 49 38 +11 44 DWWLL 8 Fleetwood Town 28 11 
9 Millwal 2911 8 10 40 40 +0 41 LLDWL 9 Notts County 2 11 10 7 «+41 29 +12 43 WLWDL 9 Rotherham United 27 13 
10 Nottingham Forest29 10 11 8 39 40 -1 41 LDWLD 10 Milton Keynes Dons27 12 7 8 39 28 +41 43 LDWLL 10 Bradford City 27 11 
‘1Leeds United 28 12 5 11 39 44 -5 41 WLWLL 11CrawleyTown 27 12 5 10 36 39 -3 44 LWLWL 11 Chesterfield 29 10 
12 Chariton Athletic 29 10 9 10 39 40 -1 39 LWWWD 12 Walsall 30 118 «11 «40 45 5 41 LWWWw 12 Oxford United 28 11 
13DerbyCounty 28 10 8 10 42 41 +1 38 DLWDL 13 CreweAlexandra 28 11 7 10 35 37 -2 40 LDLWW 13 York City 29 8 
14 Blackpool 299 10 10 47 43 +4 37 WLLDL 14 Stevenage 217 8 34 36 -2 40 LWLLL 14 Rochdale 29 10 
15 Blackburn Rovers 28 9 10 9 38 37 +1 37 DLDWW 15 Leyton Orient 29 12 4 13 32 36 -4 40 DWDLD 15 Torquay United 27 9 
16 Huddersfield Town29 9 9 11 33 48 -15 36 WLDLD 16PrestonNorthEnd28 8 11 9 37 36 +1 35 DLWLD 16 Dagenham & Red 30 10 
17 Bolton Wanderers 28 8 10 10 40 41 -1 34 DDLWL 17 Carlisle United 289 6 13 35 50 -15 33 DWLLW 17 Wycombe W 28 10 
18 Birmingham City 29 8 10 11 38 46 -8 34 WDDLL 18 Shrewsbury Town 30 6 13 11 31 37 -~6 31 DLDDW 18 Morecambe 29 9 
19Wolverhampton...299 6 14 34 41 -7 33 LDDLL 19OldhamAthletic 297 6 16 28 41 -13 27 LLLDL 19 Accrington Stanley 29 8 
20 Sheffield Wedn... 29 9 5 15 33 44 -11 32 WDWLD 20 Colchester United 28 7 5 16 27 44 -17 26 WLLLL 20 Aldershot Town 28 7 
2 IpswichTown 298 8 13 29 51 -22 32 LDDLW 21 Scunthorpe United 28 6 8 14 29 48 -19 26 DWDDL 21 Barnet 29 7 
22 Barnsley 297 7 15 31 44 +13 28 WDWLL 22 Bury 24 1 13 27 42 -15 23 DDLLD 22 Bristol Rovers 27 7 
23 Bristol City 298 4 17 42 56 -14 28 WWLLL 23 Portsmouth 285 6 17 30 49 -19 21 LLLLL 23 Plymouth Argyle 29 6 
24 Peterborough U...28 8 2 18 39 52 -13 26 DLWLW 24 Hartlepool United 28 3 7 18 23 50 -27 16 WLDLW 24AFC Wimbledon 27 7 


Last5games 
P W DLFA GD Pts ee P W DHL F A GD Pts MGS Tocant Fist P W 
4 Olympiakos Piraeus 19 16 3 0 42 10 +32 51 WWWWW MS Be dg di sae Oo WY Fon eis 
+a 2 Olympique Lyonnais22 13 6 3 37 18 +19 45 WDWWL 2 Benfica 16 13 
2 Asteras Tripolis 19 114 4 27 1 +16 37 WWWWL 5 3 
3 Olympique Mars... 22 13 3 6 30 27 +3 42 DWLWW 3 Sporting Braga = 16 9 
3 PAOK 19 10 5 4 25 12 +13 35 LLDWW i 
F 4 Rennes 22443 #8 33 28 +5 36 DWLWW 4Pagos de Ferreira 16 7 
4 Atromitos 198 8 3 9 14 +5 32 LWDWD : 
: 5 Bordeaux 228 ilies 24ulOn et On con LWiLEW/D)D) 5 Rio Ave 16 6 
5 Levadiakos 198 3 8 6 17 -1 27 LWLWW : Bias Roars 
Sens 6 Nice 229 8 5 33 27 +6 35 LWWLW 6 Vitoria Guimaraes 16 5 
6 PAS Giannina 197 5 7 8 17 +1 26 WLDDL are ms 
inal 7 Saint-Etienne 229 7 6 30 16 +14 34 WWDLL 7 Académica 16 4 
7 Panathinaikos 196 9 4 20 19 +14 25 WDDLL : i 
ae 8 Lorient 229) fF 6 36) 35) +1) 34 EWIEDIW, 8 Estoril 16 5 
8 Panionios 198 1 10 22 26 -4 25 WLDLL . 5 
9 Montpellier 22a ONO me SON mee liammet Ou Game WN) Lav) LAVY: 9 Sporting CP 16 4 
9 OFI 196 5 8 21 24 -3 23 LWWLW fi 
A 10 Toulouse 228 7 7 30 24 +6 31 DWDWL 10 Maritimo 16 4 
10 Xanthi 195 7 7 5 17 -2 22 WDLWD : Z 
F 11 Lille 22 Oe 620) 23 toh sO LAD IWID: 11 Nacional 16 5 
11 Panthrakikos 196 4 9 9 23 -4 22 LDDLW e 
12 Valenciennes OE 3 fj) eB aa) ei TIONAL, 12 Olhanense 16 3 
12 AEK Athens 195 4 10 16 22 -€ 19 WDWLD ees 
F 13 Bastia 27 4 11 28 47 ~«+-+19 25 LLWWL 13 Gil Vicente 16 3 
13 Platanias 194 6 9 § 24 -9 18 LLDDL 2 
; 14 Brest 227 3 #12 23 31 -8 24 LLWLW 14 Beira-Mar 16 3 
14 Aris 193 9 7 7 28 -11 18 DDLWD apes ee F 
A 15 Ajaccio 2259 ee Che 20 0es (eG 220) 15 Vitoria Setubal 16 3 
15 Veria 193 7 9 2 25 -13 16 LLDLW . 
16 Kerkyra 1992 8 9 9 24 +15 14 DDLLL 16 Sochaux 2206 C4 2e 21 S222 IEWIWIOT 16 Moreirense 16 1 
17 Evian TG Pe Ay (3 hl etsy | (PMB) TE I, 
18 Reims D2 4 Cree OG 24aeee-One20en DL DID 
19 Troyes 22 Oe 2u 20 eA See =| Oe Onmevvi Lele IVY; 
20 Nancy D222 Oeil 20 con 130s Omi DID: 


Millwall 2 - 1 Aston Villa 

Stoke City 0 - 1 Manchester City 
Norwich City 0 - 1 Luton Town o 
Macclesfield Town 0 - 1 Wigan Athletic 
Derby County 0 - 3 Blackburn Rovers 
Hull City 0 - 1 Barnsley 
Middlesbrough 2 - 1 Aldershot Town 
Reading 4 - 0 Sheffield United 
Huddersfield Town 1 - 1 Leicester City 
Queens Park Ra... 2 - 4 Milton Keynes 
Dons 

Bolton Wanderers 1 - 2 Everton 
Brighton & Hov... 2 - 3 Arsenal 
Manchester United 4 - 1 Fulham 
Brentford 2 - 2 Chelsea 

Leeds United 2 - 1 Tottenham Hotspur 
Oldham Athletic 3 - 2 Liverpool 


5th Round - Saturday 16th February 2013 
Huddersfield/Leicester v Wigan Athletic 
Milton Keynes Dons v Barnsley 

Arsenal v Blackburn Rovers 

Manchester City v Leeds United 
Manchester United v Reading 

Oldham Athletic v Everton 

Luton Town v Millwall 

Middlesbrough v Brentford/Chelsea 


THE CHAMPIONSHIP 


Blackburn Rovers 1 - 1 Brighton & Hov... 
Burnley 1 - 2 Birmingham City 

Bristol City 2 - 1 Ipswich Town 
Wolverhampton ... 1 - 2 Blackpool 
Nottingham Forest 0 - 3 Watford 
Charlton Athletic 1 - 2 Sheffield Wedn... 
Bristol City 2-0 Watford 

Barnsley 2-0 Millwall 


Huddersfield Town 1-0 EON Palace 


Portsmouth 1 - 3 Hartlepool United 
Colchester United 2 - 0 Walsall 

Carlisle United 1 - 1 Scunthorpe United 
Shrewsbury Town 0 - 0 Bury 

Preston North End 2 - 2 Coventry City 
AFC Bournemouth 3 - 1 Crewe Alexandra 
Leyton Orient 2 - 1 Notts County 
Leyton Orient 0-0 Swindon Town 

Yeovil Town 2-1 Milton Keynes Dons 
Crawley Town PSTP Preston North End 
Portsmouth 0-2 Notts County 


ENGLISH LEAGUE TWO 


Cheltenham Town 0 - 0 Rochdale 
Chesterfield 0 - 1 Southend United 
Gillingham 1 - 1 York City 

Rotherham United 1 - 3 Bristol Rovers 


Goal! Weekly - Friday 1st February 2013 


Dagenham & Red... 1 - 2 Morecambe 
Fleetwood Town 3 - 0 Oxford United 
Burton Albion 1 - 0 Barnet 

Bradford City PSTP Wycombe Wanderers 
Plymouth Argyle 0 - 0 Accrington Stanley 
Exeter City 0 - 1 Torquay United 
Gillingham 2-0 Northampton Town 

Oxford United 1-1 Burton Albion 


Valenciennes 0 - 2 Olympique Lyonnais 
Rennes 2 - 2 Olympique Mars... 

Nancy 2 - 1 Lorient 

Troyes 2 - 1 Brest 

Evian TG 1 - 1 Ajaccio 

Montpellier 2 - 0 Sochaux 

Reims 1 - 1 Toulouse 

Saint-Etienne 3 - 0 Bastia 

Nice 0 - 1 Bordeaux 

PSG 1 - 0 Lille 


Borussia Dortmund 3 - 0 Nurnberg 
Borussia M’gla... 2 - 1 Fortuna Dusseldorf 
Hannover 96 2 - 1 Wolfsburg 

Augsburg 0 - 0 Schalke 04 

infoGreuther Furth 0 - 3 Mainz 05 


Eintracht Fran... 2 - 1 Hoffenheim 
Freiburg 0 - 0 Bayer Leverkusen 


Hamburger SV 3 - 2 Werder Bremen 
Stuttgart 0 - 2 Bayern Munchen 


Aris 1 - 1 AEK Athens 

Veria 1 - 2 Levadiakos 

Panionios 2 - 1 Levadiakos 

AEK Athens 2 - 1 OFI 

PAS Giannina 2 - 0 Veria 

PAOK 0 - 1 Xanthi 

Panthrakikos 0 - 1 Olympiakos Piraeus 
Platanias 0 - 3 Asteras Tripolis 
Atromitos 1 - 2 Panathinaikos 


Ke 2-2 Aris 


VW 1-4 AZ 

PEC Zwolle 1 - 1 Heerenveen 
ADO Den Haag 2 - 2 Roda JC 
RKC Waalwijk 0 - 4 NAC Breda 
Heracles 1 - 5 PSV 

Vitesse 3 - 2 Ajax 

Feyenoord 0 - 0 Twente 
Utrecht 3 - 1 Willem II 

NEC 2- 1 Groningen 


PORTUGAL 


Moreirense 0 - 2 Benfica 
Vitoria Setubal 0 - 3 Porto 
Académica 3 - 1 Beira-Mar 


Super Liga 
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P WODkHLF A GD Pts 


45 12 +33 37 
S122 9 esi 
le i) eh) 
1 fo 8 oe 
(ey ite aS) 
22 14 «+8 23 
S020 ee eS 
Zien Cleo mmo? 
eh 
177 20 -3 15 
i 10 ey as) 
14 27-1314 
14 34-20 14 
14 20 6 13 
12 22 -10 12 
6 24 -18 8 
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WDWWD 
DWWLD 
WwDWw 
WLWDD 
DLWDW 
WWWWL 
LLDLD 
LLLDW 
DLLDL 
LLWDL 
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LDLLW 
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Last5games 
Most recent first 

4 62 17 +35 52 WWWWL 
4 48 37 +11 37 LWDDW 
6 40 32 +8 37 WLDWL 
9 32 31 +1 34 LDDDW 
7 29 30 -1 33 WLWDD 
9 31 34 -3 32 LDLDW 
8 37 41 -4 30 DLWDL 
9 35 34 +1 29 LDLDD 

8 22 26 -4 29 WLDLW 
7 27 32 - 28 WDWWL 
10 33 43 -10 28 WLDWD 
16 14 43 -29 14 LDDLL 

L Pts sostrocent wat 

5 55 WDLWW 
5 58 32 +26 53 DWWLW 
10 44 40 +1 46 DWLWL 
10 46 39 +7 45 LWWLW 
10 43 40 +3 45 LDWWW 
eu Teeeod eee to rom) DIDI 
9 42 29 +13 43 WLLLW 
yh PA) 28} ITLL) 
10 43 40 +3 43 LLWWL 
GQ Shy 2) omy ZO) (LIL (oh!) 
1) eye 22 Gy) 3) LYALL In) 
1641 48 2 39 DLWWW 
8 36 38 -2 37 DDDLW 
12 46 47 -1 37 DLLLW 
& Shy 68) ae eye WMp){L[LID) 
13 43 44 -1 37 LLWLW 
12 33 40 -7 36 WDWLW 
135 «6370 -2) 36: ~WDLWD 
1430 45 -15 31 DLLWL 
13 26 40 -14 29 LDWWD 
14 29 42 -13 29 LWWLD 
13 34 50 -16 28 WWLWD 
13 31 41 -10 28 DWLLL 
14 32 50 -18 27 DDWWL 


L F A GD Pts 


40 8 +32 42 
41 12 +29 42 
35 21 «(+14 29 
22 12 +10 28 
9 21 2 22 
8 23 +5 21 
24°25 -1 = «19 
24°25 -1— «19 
5 17 -2 19 
4 23 9 19 
22 28 6 18 
9 26 7 15 
4 2 -11 15 
20 29 9 14 
9 33 -14 14 
0 14 32 «-18 8 
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Most recent first 


WWWDW 
wwDww 

LWLWW 
WLWWW 
DLWLL 
DWDDL 
WWLWD 
DLWLL 
DWWLD 
DWDDL 
WLWLD 
DLLWD 
LWLDD 
LLLDW 
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LLLW 
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Sporting Braga 1 - 2 Benfica 


Maritimo 1 - 1 Rio Ave 


Vitoria Setubal 0 - 2 Nacional 
Moreirense 0 - 5 Pacos de Ferreira 


Sporting CP 1 - 1 Vitori 
Estoril 3 - 3 Olhanense 
Porto 5 - 0 Gil Vicente 


a Guimaraes 


SCOTLAND 


Celtic 4 - 0 Dundee Un 


ited 


Dundee United 1 - 1 Ross County 
Aberdeen 0 - 0 Hibernian 

Dundee 0 - 0 Kilmarnock 
Motherwell PSTP Dundee United 
St. Johnstone 3 - 1 Aberdeen 


Celtic 4 - 1 Kilmarnock 


Ross County 1 - 0 Hibernian 


St. Mirren 2 - 1 Inverne 


ss CT 


Heart of Midlo... 1 - 0 Dundee 
TURKEY 


Karabiikspor 0 - 3 Kasi 


mpasa 


istanbul BB 4 - 1 Bursaspor 
Genglerbirligi 1 - 0 Akhisar Beledi... 


Gaziantepspor 1 - 2 Fe 


nerbahge 


Kayserispor 2 - 0 Antalyaspor 
Elazigspor 3 - 1 Trabzonspor 


Mersin idmanyurdu 3 - 


0 Sivasspor 


Galatasaray 2 - 1 Besiktas 


Eskisehirspor 1 - 0 Ord 


luspor 


www.goalweekly.com gal! 


—_ 


Weekly 


Toulouse v PSG 

Lorient v Rennes 

Sochaux v Saint-Etienne 
Bordeaux v Valenciennes 
Lille v Troyes 

Bastia v Evian TG 

Brest v Nice 

Ajaccio v Olympique Lyonnais 
Montpellier v Reims 
Olympique Mars... v Nancy 


Werder Bremen v Hannover 96 
Schalke 04 v Greuther Firth 

Wolfsburg v Augsburg 

Hoffenheim v Freiburg 

Mainz 05 v Bayern Miinchen 

Fortuna Dusseldorf v Stuttgart 
Hamburger SV v Eintracht Fran... 
Nurnberg v Borussia M’gla... 

Bayer Leverkusen v Borussia Dortmund 


Osijek v Dinamo Zagreb League 
Inter Zapresic v Zadar enters winter 
Split v Zagreb break and 
Istra 1961 v Lokomotiva resumes again 
Cibalia v Osijek in February 
Dinamo Zagreb v Rijeka 2013 


Slaven Koprivnica v Hajduk Split 


Hajduk Kula v Jagodina League 
Donji Srem v OFK Beograd enters 
BSK Boréa v Partizan winter break 
Spartak Subotica v Sloboda Uzice and 
Smederevo v Vojvodina resumes 
Crvena Zvezda v Javor lvanjica again in 
Radnicki 1923 ... v Rad Beograd February 
Radni¢ki Nis v Novi Pazar 2013 


Leicester City v Wolverhampton ... 
Watford v Bolton Wanderers 

Crystal Palace v Charlton Athletic 
Derby County v Huddersfield Town 
Sheffield Wedn... v Brighton & Hov... 
Birmingham City v Nottingham Forest 
Leeds United v Cardiff City 

Millwall v Hull City 

Peterborough U... v Burnley 

Ipswich Town v Middlesbrough 
Blackpool v Barnsley 

Blackburn Rovers v Bristol City 


Sheffield United v Coventry City 
Hartlepool United v Notts County 
Walsall v Oldham Athletic 

Milton Keynes Dons v AFC Bournemouth 
Portsmouth v Colchester United 
Preston North End v Shrewsbury Town 
Stevenage v Leyton Orient 

Tranmere Rovers v Carlisle United 
Bury v Doncaster Rovers 

Crewe Alexandra v Scunthorpe United 
Yeovil Town v Brentford 

Crawley Town v Swindon Town 


Bristol Rovers v Barnet 

Cheltenham Town v Torquay United 
Southend United v Oxford United 
Rochdale v Chesterfield 

Fleetwood Town v Bradford City 

Port Vale v Accrington Stanley 

Exeter City v Aldershot Town 

AFC Wimbledon v Burton Albion 

York City v Morecambe 

Rotherham United v Northampton Town 
Plymouth Argyle v Dagenham & Red... 
Gillingham v Wycombe Wanderers 


Ross County v Heart of Midlo... 
Dundee v Ross County 
Inverness CT v Celtic 
Aberdeen v St. Mirren 

Dundee United v Heart of Midlo 
Kilmarnock v Motherwell 
Hibernian v St. Johnstone 
Inverness CT v Kilmarnock 


AEK Athens v Panionios 

Xanthi v Platanias 

Asteras Tripolis v Panathinaikos 
OFI v Kerkyra 

Veria v Panthrakikos 
Olympiakos Piraeus v Atromitos 
Aris v PAOK 

Levadiakos v PAS Giannina 


Akhisar Beledi... v Kayserispor 
Besiktas v Karabiikspor 
Kasimpasa v Elazigspor 
Bursaspor v Galatasaray 
Antalyaspor v istanbul BB 
Orduspor v Genglerbirligi 
Trabzonspor v Gaziantepspor 
Eskisehirspor v Mersin idmanyurdu 
Fenerbahce v Sivasspor 


RKC Waalwijk v Heerenveen 
AZ Groningen 

Roda JC v Heracles 

NAC Breda v PEC Zwolle 
PSV vADO Den Haag 

NEC v Vitesse 

VVV v Ajax 

Twente v Utrecht 

Willem Il v Feyenoord 


Rio Ave v Sporting CP 
Vitoria Guimaraes v Porto 
Gil Vicente v Maritimo 
Olhanense v Académica 
Nacional v Moreirense 
Beira-Mar v Sporting Braga 
Benfica v Vitoria Setubal 
Pacos de Ferreira v Estoril 
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